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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


EFFORTS are being made to promote a private Act of Parliament 
—the London (Guild Churches) Bill—which will have as one 
of its aims the restoration of all City churches that can be 
put to practical use. p. 702 

‘THE BUILDING INDUSTRY must be elevated to a higher 
plane . . . and the operative must become a super-craftsman”’ 
was an opinion éxpressed by Mr. Arthur Kenyon,. C.BE., 
in an address given at the Building Exhibition on Saturday 
last. p. 703 

AN ASSESSMENT of how: problems of planning and design 
on the South Bank Exhibition worked out in practice is given 
by Mr. John Ratcliff ina special article. p. 705 

ST. BRIDE’S, FLEET STREET, is to be restored to Wren’s 
original design.. Mr. W. Godfrey Allen’s proposals and plans 
are printed on p: 708 

HOUSES which achieve economy through a.new system of wall 
construction using cemented wood-wool slabs have been erected 
at Highworth, Wilts. Of full Ministry area, the cost of the 
first pair is £2,576. p.°713 

THE ESTABLISHMENT of a central estimating office, as a 
means of saving duplication of builders’ effort in the preparation 
of tenders, is suggested by a correspondent. p. 721 

CENTRAL HEATING by atomic means is now an accom- 
plished fact. Some description of this plant at Harwell, the 
first in the world, is given. p. 723 





HOUSING AND PLANNING 


"THOSE who appreciate that the right use of the land of this 

small, densely populated country is of vital importance— 
and to whom is it not?—-were somewhat apprehensive when 
the new Government changed the name of the “ Ministry 
of Local Government and Planning” to the “‘ Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government.” They were partly re- 
assured when, in answer to a question, the Prime Minister 
said in the House on November 12: ‘“‘ The word ‘ Planning’ 
has been omitted from the Minister’s title for reasons of 
brevity and not of policy.” 

They were not, however, wholly reassured, for the following 
reasons: As recorded in the official report, “Town and 
Country Planning, 1943-1951,” the three great reports, 
Barlow, Scott, Uthwatt (1940-42), on which subsequent town 
and country planning legislation has been based, all recom- 
mended “a central planning authority in the form of a 
commission with regional offices under a Minister of Cabinet 
rank free from departmental responsibilities.” Govern- 
mental response to these recommendations was first, in 1942, 
to add “ Planning”’ to the title of the Minister of Works. 
In 1943 a separate Ministry was formed, the Minister of 
Town and Country Planning being “ charged with the duty 
of securing consistency and continuity in the framing and 
execution of a national policy with respect to the use and 
development of land throughout England and Wales.” 
There followed the Town and Country Planning Act, 1944, 
the New Towns Act, 1946, the Town and Country Planning 
Act, 1947, and the National Parks and Access to the Country- 
side Act, 1949. 

In January, 1951, however, the Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning ceased to be a separate Ministry, and 
became merged in the Ministry of Local Government and 
Planning. To-day, no Ministry carries the word “ Planning ” 
in its title, and ‘own and Country Planning has once again 
become merely one of the many responsibilities of a Ministry, 
the principal function of which has been clearly labelled 
“* Housing.” 

Presumably the new Minister is still charged with the same 
duty in relation to town and country planning as was his 
predecessor. But since January, 1951, planning ceased to be 
the sole responsibility of a Minister, and to that extent there 
has been a recession from the recommendations of the three 
great reports of Barlow, Scott and Uthwatt. Also one 
cannot forget the calamitous mistakes in the location of 
housing made after the first world war, because town 
planning was then a mere side-line in the Ministry of Health, 
and its voice fell on deaf ears. 

We do not for a moment suggest that the same mistakes 
will be made again, but it cannot be too strongly emphasised 
that the proper location of housing in relation to qualities 
of site, journey to work, environment, minimum interference 
with agriculture, etc., is an essential component of town and 
country planning. There is no reason to suppose either that 
this is not obvious to the new Minister or that the unpopularity 
of the financial provisions of the Town and Country Planning 
Act; particularly the 100 per cent. development charge, will 
lead him to neglect the principles of planning, with which 
such’ provisioris have no connections, except in so far as they 
were intended to ‘simplify the application of such: principles. 
Indeed, the fact that Housing and Town Planning are again 
under one Minister should ensure that they will march forward 
in step. . At the same time, however, the Minister will doubt- 


Jess considet, as’ a separate issue, the whole apparatus of 


development charges, since it is said that the present method of 
assessment delays development. Should the Minister find 
any appreciable delay in housing due to this_caus2, he will 
doubtless find the remedy, and in doing so he can be assured 
of the firm backing of: informed public opinion, provided 
that the application of the principles of planning is not thereby 
rendered more difficult. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


A MINISTERIAL DEBUT 


HE new Minister of Works, Mr. 
David Eccles, confirmed the excel- 
lent first impression he had made at the 
R.I.B.A, Inaugural’ Meeting when on 
November 14, he opened the Building 
Exhibition. An easy manner linked with 
what ‘all present took to be a message of 
hope, produced an effervescence among his 
audience which was clearly felt. The 
undertaking that he gave to lay down a 
firm programme of building as, soon as 
the immediate cutting-back is over, was 
well received. Also appreciated were 
the tactics that he proposed to adopt to 
increase materials supply—to ask _ the 
industries concerned to state what help 
they need to develop their production, 
after which he will seek the Cabinet’s aid 
in getting that assistance. 


These intentions are excellent, and if 
they can be implemented, it is clear that 
Mr. Macmillan will have a most valuable 
ally in his attack on the housing problem. 


Mr. A. Graham Henderson, A.R.S.A., 
P.R.1.B.A., and Mr. Stephen Hudson 
President, National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, also spoke well at the 
opening ceremony. We should, however, 
like to see a representative of the Opera- 
tives’ Federation on the platform to 
represent the other main partner in the 
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collaborative effort of building. Perhaps 
this may be arranged next time. 


R.I.B.A. AT OLYMPIA 


Tue Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects have devoted their stand at the 
Building Exhibition to the Architects’ 
Benevolent Society. Mounted pictures 
and drawings, which can be purchased in 
aid of the Society’s funds, are shown 
together with Christmas cards. There is 
no specified price for these’ pictures, and 
anyone may bid for them until the end of 
the Exhibition. The R.I.B.A. have also 
club premises at the Olympia for the 
reception and convenience of members. 


OVERSEAS VISITORS TO THE 
BUILDING EXHIBITION 


A CONSIDERABLE NUMBER of overseas 
visitors have already visited the Building 
Exhibition since it opened on November 
14. They include Mr. U Saw Ohn Tin, 
who is a commercial attache at the 
Embassy of the Union of Burma, Mr, 
Harold O. Wiles from Auckland, New 
Zealand, Mr. R. Berenger, the Director of 
Public Works, Mauritius, and Mr. F. J. 
Al Fakhoi, Director General of Public 
Works, Baghdad. 


Visitors from Australia and New 
Zealand are, so far, in the majority 
followed closely by those from India. 
Other countries represented include: 
Belgium, British West Indies, Ceylon, 
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Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, 
Gold Coast, Greece, Holland, Hong 
Kong, Kenya, Malaya, Nigeria, Norway, 
Pakistan, Rhodesia, Singapore, South 
Africa, South America, Sudan, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Thailand, and the’ United 
States. 


RI.B.A. ADDRESS TO STUDENTS 


THE PRESIDENT of the . R.I.B.A., 
Mr. A. Graham Henderson, A.R.S.A., 
F.R.I.B.A., has invited Mr. Joseph L. 
Gleave, M.A., A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., 
to deliver the Address to Students’ at the 
R.I.B.A. on February 5, next, instead of 
giving it himself. This is in accordance 
with a practice which has been followed 
occasionally by presidents in the past. 
Mr. Gleave was for several years head of 
the school of architecture of the Edin- 
burgh College of Art and was the winner 
of the international competition for the 
Columbus Memorial ; he is now a partner 
in the firm of John Keppie, Henderson 
and J. L. Gleave. 


THE CITY CHURCHES 


New Hope for the retention and 
restoration of the City’s Wren churches 
is contained in the announcement by the 
Bishop of -London, Dr. Wand, that 
efforts are being made to promote, 
through the good offices of the Church 
Commissioners, a private Act of Parlia- 
ment known as the London (Guild 





“ THE BUILDER” BOOKROOM. Seen above is the Bookroom at No. 4, Catherine-street, Aldwych, W.C.2, where architectural and 
building readers will find a wide selection of technical books. The Bookroom is open from Mondays to Fridays, 9 a.m. to § p.m. 
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Churches) Bill. The Bill, ich is an 
integral part of the whole reorganisation 
scheme for the City, is in draft and has 
been sent to the interested parties. 
The main purpose of the Bill is to 
provide for ministrations to the~ vast 
non-residential population of the city 
and to strengthen the ties between the 
city’s ecclesiastical and civic life; hence 
the title ‘‘ Guild Churches.” The Bill 
seeks to restore all churches that could 
be put to any practical use. 


L.C.C. FLATS AT HAMPSTEAD 


Mr. RecinaLp Stamp, Chairman of the 
L.C.C. Housing Committee, said recently 
that the council expected opposition 
wherever they proposed to put their 
housing. The latest outcry is against the 
L.C.C.’s proposal to acquire 12 acres of 
land close to Hampstead Heath for the 
purpose of high density development, 
with tall blocks of flats. The proposed 
site is between Branch Hill and Oat-Hill 
Way, and Hampstead residents fear that 
the semi-rural character of a beautiful 
and historic neighbourhood may be spoilt. 
If the proposal is adopted then the 
L.C.C. draws up its County Development 
Plan, service roads will have to be made, 
bus routes arranged to serve the area, 
and shops of all kinds provided, and one 
of the few parts of London which retain 
their old rural charm will be destroyed. 
An adverse decision of the Minister, 
following ‘a public inquiry, would be 
the only means of saving the area once 
the L.C.C. had decided to make a com- 
pulsory purchase order for the land. 


AUCTION AT SOUTH BANK 

Tue Festival of Britain, authorities will 
hold an auction sale at the South Bank 
exhibition site on I~ecember 11 and 12, 
at 10.30 a.m. each day. Fitted displays, 
furnishings, plant and equipment, show- 
cases, linoleum, carpeting, plate glass, 
furniture, steel lockers, electrical and 
gardening equipment, new and_ used 
clothing, and footwear, all of which have 
been recovered as surplus from the Festival 
of Britain, will be sold. 


L.C.C. DISTRICT SURVEYORS 


To fill two vacancies in the architect’s 
department, the London County Council’s 
Town Planning Committee have recom- 
mended the promotion of Mr. F. P. Scott, 
B.Sc., M.1.Struct.E., A.M.I.C.E., and 
Mr. J. H. Whittaker, B.Sc., B.Eng., 
A.M.1.C.E., A.M.1.Struct.E., at present 
district surveyors, grade II, to be pro- 
moted to district surveyors, grade I, at 
yearly salaries of £1,750, rising to £1,950. 
Mr. Scott is 52 and Mr. Whittaker, 46. 

The L.C.C.’s Town Planning Com- 
mittee has recommended the promotion 
of Mr. E. J. Fisher, D.C.M., M.I. 
Struct.E., a district surveyor in the 
architect’s department, to be a district 
surveyor, grade one plus. 


HOUSING AT HATFIELD 


IN THE ARTICLE on Hatfield and Welwyn 
Garden City New Towns in our last week’s 
issue, all the housing illustrated at Hatfield 
should have been ascribed to Messrs. 
Lionel Brett and Kenneth Boyd, M.A., 
AA.R.I.B.A., and not to 
Mr. Brett only. 


- legitimate, 
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THE ARCHITECTURE CLUB 


A suppPER of the Architecture Club was 
heid at Chez Auguste, Soho, on 
October 29, followed by a debate on the 
proposition “ that the architecture of 1851 
was preferable to that of 1951.” Vis- 
count Esher presided. The debate was 
opened by Mr. John Betjeman and Mr. 
Hugh Casson, and was continued by Mr. 
Lionel Brett, Mr. A. S. G. Butler, Mrs. 
Hugh Dalton, Mr. Gontran Goulden, 
Mr. Stanley Hamp, Mr. Hartland Thomas, 
Prof. W. G. Holford, Mr. Geddes Hyslop, 
Mr. Robert Matthew, Mr. O.:-P. Milne, 
Mr. H. E. Moss, Mr. Howard Robertson, 
Mr. Peter Shepheard and Mr. Michael 
Waterhouse. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


Bx telephone number of.Mr. RICHARD HENNIKER, 
R.I.B.A., 14, Berkeley-mews, Portrnan-square, 
London, W. 1, has inadvertently been omitted from the 


current issue of the Telephone Directory, It is: 
Welbeck 0405. 
FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1851 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 1851 


BERLIN : ECHO OF THE WoRLD EXHIBI- 
TION.—The German periodicals say that 
it is not the prize-medals brought back 
from the London Exhibition which are 
considered the objects most important, 
but rather the knowledge and spirit of 
emulation which the foreign exhibitors 
have thus been imbued with. Hence, 
therefore, Councillor Viebahn, chief of 
the Exhibition commissaires of the 
Zollverein at London, has begun to lecture 
in one of the largest localities of Berlin, 
“On the Industrial Position of England,” 
which M.V. travelled last summer. The 
lecturer stated that Germany never. will 
be able to compete with the Mistress of 
the Seas ; but by confining herself within 
narrower bounds, still can 
emulate the great prototype of modern 
European industry and civilisation. Other 
lectures of a similar kind are to be held 
in other parts of Germany. 


COMING EVENTS 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 23 
FACULTY OF ARCHITECTS AND SURVEYORS AND THE 
FACULTY OF SURVEYORS OF ENGLAND.—Annual General 
Meetings. Caxton Hall, Westminster. 2.30 p.m. 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27 

.—‘‘ Fire Protection: The Architect’s Re- 

sparsity.” by Mr. Eric L. Bird, M.B.E., M.C., 

66, Portland-place, W.1. 6 p.m. 

L.M.B.A. (SOUTHERN AREA).—Luncheon and General 
Meeting. Cafe Royal, North End, Croydon. 1 p.m. 

FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS (MANCHESTER 
BRANCH).—Film show on building subjects. Grand 
Hotel, Manchester. 7 p.m. 

Housinc CENTRE.—‘ Report of the R.I.C.S. on 
Rent Restriction and the Repair Problem ” and “ Rent 
Control,”’ by Francis N. Beaufort-Palmer. 13, Suffolk- 
street, S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.— “ Holiday in Sweden,” 
by Mr. Gontran Goulden, T.D., A.R.I.B.A., A.A., 
Bedford-square, W.C.1. 8 p.m. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29 

FEDERATION OF ASSOCIATIONS OF SPECIALISTS AND 
Sus-CoONTRACTORS.—Luncheon at which Mr. David 
Eccles, Minister of Works, is expected to be present. 
Grosvenor House, Park-lane, W.1. 1 p.m. 

ROYAL SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF ACCIDENTS.— 
One-day conference on industrial safety. City Cham- 
bers, Glasgow. 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30. 
LONDON MASTER PLASTERERS’ ASSOCIATION.—Annual 
dinner and ladies’ night. 
p.m. 
BUILDING ALLIANCE GOLFING SociEty.—First post- 
war annual dinner of the Society. ‘Trocadero Restaur- 
7.45 p.m. 


Park-lane Hotel, Piccadilly, 


ant, Piccadilly Circus, W.1. 
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TOWARDS LOWER COST 
HOUSING 


Mr. Kenyon on the Need for a 
Fresh Outlook 


Ea reduce the cost of housing, “the 
building industry must speed up pro- 
duction ; the Government must guarantee 
the steady supply of materials; and the 
Ministries must simplify controls and 
speed up approvals.” This view was 
expressed by Mr. ARTHUR KENnyon, C.B.E., 
F.R.1.B.A., M.T.P.1., in a lecture on 
Lower-cost Housing, given at the Building 
Exhibition on Saturday, November 17, 
under the’ auspices of The Builder. 
Mr. A. R. F. Anderson, F.R.I.B.A., 
vice-President Agvhitectural Association, 
was in the chair. 

The. proportion of houses built by local 
authorities pre-war was small (said Mr. 
Kenyon) compared with the number built 
by private builders. Today the matter is 
reversed and the vast majority of houses are 
beirg built by Metropolitan and 
Authorities. The programmes are known and 
are planned on a larger scale and in a more 
consistent manner. We should, therefore be 
able to guarantee to the industry a continua- 
tion of employment over a considerable period. 
I want us therefore to consider housing as 
one huge building project apart from other 
works. If we were able to increase the 
speed of erection this would increase the 
number of dwellings which could be built 
over the same period of time and therefore 
would require more material. These two 
factors must always be considered together 
and if the building industry knew that these 
two factors—labour and materials—were 
being considered together, much closer and 
better budgets could be arrived at which 
should reflect themselves in lower and more 
stable costs. 

To speed up erection we must first raise 
the status of the building industry to the higher 
plane which it deserves. It is no use com- 
paring our present conditions with the past. 
We do not live in that age any longer. We 
have become more enlightened. We have 
decided on a five day week—in the office, 
in the factory, on the job. We want more 
leisure time, more holidays, but we haven’t 
yet adapted ourselves to these new conditions. 
We are thinking in grandfather’s time, but 
living in an entirely new age and under 
entirely different conditions. 

It was said to me the other day by a person 
unconnected with the building industry that 
he couldn’t imagine anyone working on a 
building with hard and heavy conditions when 
he could get a job in a factory in the warm, 
with canteen facilities, etc. Yet most people 
would like to create something with their 
hands, and a man in the building trade can 
have this satisfaction every day and something 
different every day, as part of a wonderful 
team accomplishing a lasting memorial. 
Everyone is necessary and none can be done 
without. The only trouble is we are not at the 
moment working as a team, we are working 
as individuals pulling in different directions. 
That is why I say the building industry must 
be elevated to a higher plane, to enable the 
operative to feel his responsibility and loyalty 
to the job—to enable the builder to be a 
Waster Builder, free from worries and 
frustration of form filling and to free the 
architect of the restrictions of piecing together 
all the conditions now imposed and to grant 
him the opportunity of employing his skill 
in thinking out his schemes to give the best 
results in design and on the job. 

With the present shortage of labour the 
problem before us is how to get more output 
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Mr. Kenyon speaking at the Building 


Exhibition on Saturday last. On his left 
ts Mr. A. R. F. Anderson, FRIBA, who 
took the chair. 


with the same amount of labour now expended. 
It may mean that we have to change our 
methods on the job in order to deal with the 
new conditions. We have therefore to provide 
the operative with tools that will enable him 
ts accomplish considerably more work with 
the same amount of labour. The trade—that 
is all of us—must begin to accept new ideas. 
Doors must come on the job fitted to the 
frames complete with locks, etc., and painted 
in the shops. Fittings and fixtures must come 
ready-made and finished ready for assembly. 
Plumbing must be designed to enable as 
much prefabrication to take place as possible 
and preferably done in the shop on j'gs ready 
for assembly on the job. Our sanitary methods 
could surely be simplified ? Must one still 
have 80-gallon tanks pushed up in the roof 
in each small house? Can’t we take our 
water off the rising main ? Bills of Quantities 
must be still further simplified. There are now 
400 to 500 priceable items in a pair of houses. 
For houses and groups of houses separate 
trenches are dug for soil drains, rain water 
drains, water supply, gas, electricity, tele- 
phones. Six times is the ground opened up 
on six different occasions. Can’t we contrive 
something a little more scientific—must we 
be so frightfully insular about the positions 
of our services? Roads through estates could 
be less in width and often simpler in construc- 
tion, but they are ‘still put in to provide for 
the possible heavy lorry. All this means more 
collaboration and a willingness to consider 
and try out new methods. 


EFFECT ON THE OPERATIVE 


Supposing we could get building more 
mechanised—what effect would this have on 
the operative ? He would certainly require to 
be more skilled in the use of tools as> well 
as his trade; he would not cease to be a 
craftsman, he would become a super crafts- 
man. He would be taken on to the job or 
would go under his own steam and would 
not be dependent on finding work locally. 
He would get into suitable clothing for his 
work; he would see that his working tools 
were in good condition and because he would 
be producing more in the same time, under 
better conditions he would be able to command 
a much higher pay packet ; he would become 
a very highly skilled person and with a very 
much broader outlook. 

The organisation on the job would in this 
way have to be tuned to the new conditions. 
The contractor would have to see. that 
essential things were to hand before work 
started. No more putting up some old 
patched-up and dilapidated hut here and 
another there. (There are builders who have 
taken advantage of the mobile office properly 
equipped.) No more unwholesome canteens, 
no more ramshackle latrinés; our skilled 
craftsman is going to demand something 


worthy of his high status in life. The men in 
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turn are going to belong to a firm knowing 
they will get constant employment by sticking 
to that firm and there will not be the same 
opportunity or necessity to jump about from 
one firm to another. 

What about our supervisers, overseers, 
agents, clerks of works, etc.? They will 
have to see the men know why they are doing 
a job as well as knowing why themselves and 
they will have to see they are given careful 
instruction stage by stage; they will have to 
see that the material is to hand and placed in 
the right positions. They will find themselves 
in charge of an organised team of men who 
are skilled at their trade. The sub-contractors 
and builder’s merchants will also have to do 
their part on each job ; they too, will have to 
apply new methods of manufacture to speed 
up the supply of their goods and see that they 
are forthcoming at the right time. They 
have an equal responsibility with the main 
contractor to see that the job is properly 
progressed. 

My next point is reducing restrictions and 
speeding, up approvals. It is absolutely 
essential that we should have a much simpler 
and quicker system of obtaining approvals ; 
there will have to be much more liaison 
between departments and some form of co- 
ordinating committee with authority should 
be possible. 


SAVING EFFECTED BY PLANNING 


My last point is savings which can be made 
in planning and in the materials used. 
When house costs become high, which reflects 
on the rents, one of the first thoughts in order 
to reduce these costs is to reduce sizes and to 
omit non-essentials. We are indebted to 
The Builder for giving architects and builders 
combined an opportunity of seeing what they 
could do in this direction in a competition 
which they promoted a year ago. The main 
condition was a three-bedroom five-person 
house in a terrace of four houses at*a cost not 
to exceed {900 to £1,000. They were 
unrestricted by space standards or methods 
of construction. 

The result of this competition was extrémely 
interesting and I think stimulating. There 
were 322 different attempts at meeting the 
problem showing a great amount of thought 
and skill and a desire to think anew. A 
group of four houses has been built to the 
winning design at Northampton at a cost of 
£1,083 which includes rises in cost of material 
and labour. . 

It was interesting to note again people’s 
reaction to these plans. They were imme- 
diately compared with the orthodox standard 
plan and where they departed from the 
common type were unfavourably criticised. 
We are slow to move in any variation of 
planning.- This bashfulness in accepting 
new ideas is a definite deterrent to progress. 
I think we could all give several ways of 
simplifying small house design. have 
one scheme now whereby all the partitions 
in the living part of a house are movable, 
enabling the tenants to arrange their living 
space according to their varying needs. This 
could be further simplified by making movable 
fittings form the partitions. Some of these 
are now being built. 


WHAT CAN WE DO NOW? 


What I have said about getting the building 
industry on a higher plane wiih greater 
efficiency cannot be done by waving a wand, 
but it is the ultimate goal to which we must 
aim and every action we take must be toward 
that end. It will be said “‘ But we cannot 
wait until we achieve the ideal. What can we 
do now?” We can.:— 

(1) Guarantee the supply of material 
sufficient to do whatever programme is 
decided upon, so that material required for 
the job is on the job for everyone to see. 

(2) See that a balanced team of operatives 
is on the job to do the work in hand so that 
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one trade is not held up because of shortage 
in another trade. 

(3) Increase payments for increased 
efficiency. 

(4) Speed up approvals to enable schemes 
to be got out more quickly and to enable 
tenders to be accepted in a reasonable time 
to enable the builder to plan his future 
commitments. 

(5) Simplify house planning. ‘Vhis can 
only be done, by greater freedom from 
restrictions. 

Finally, I would say that I think in order to 
achieve a better understanding of this social 
problem of housing it will be necessary to 
review the situation by all concerned with 
much more open minds than hitherto. I 
would like to see representatives of the 
master builders, the sub-contractors, opera- 
tives, architects, engineers, surveyors and 
quantity surveyors. get together and sec if 
some united effort could be made towards 
a higher understanding of this problem. I 
would add to this list Government officials 
because without their help and co-operation 
we should get nowhere. Who could arrange 
this ‘‘ get-together ” ? 


DISCUSSION 


In the discussion which followed THE 


CHAIRMAN said that, broadly speaking, what 
Mr. Kenyon was asking was that there should 
be a new mental approach to building methods 
and costs. 

architect, Mr. Wa.iace Smit, 
A.R.I1.B.A., referred to the construction of 
Reema concrete houses with which he said 
he was associated, and suggested that they 
represented an attempt at the kind of adven- 
turous building which Mr. Kenyon was 
apparently in favour of encouraging. 

In these days when one heard so much talk 
on building subjects which was of little value, 
it was a pleasure to listen to the constructive 
ideas which Mr. Kenyon had made, said Mr: 
Smith. 

In reply, Mr. Kenyon said he had 
noticed it was often the case that where 
special non-traditional systems of construction 
were being used that they were concerned 
with only one part of the building such as the 
walls. Non - traditional methods would 
produce the desired results only when they 
were applied to every part of a building. 

Mr. MarcHANT, borough architect and 
engineer, Wandsworth, thanked Mr. Kenyon 
for an inspiring address, and went on to point 
out that he thought the present-day builder 
had no security, no continuity, and therefore 
could not plan out his work as he would like to. 

There was also at the moment an urgent 
need for inspiration in the industry generally. 
He did not know where it could be found, 
but there was little hope of achieving a higher 
degree of productivity until a change of mind 
took place. Another factor affecting product- 
ivity was the failure on the part of the architect 
to prepare his plans in advance. That was a 
most important point in thege days of material 
shortages. 

Referring to the Portal house, Mr. Marchant 
wondered if the cheapness of the rents was 
perhaps a greater attraction to tenants than the 
actual accommodation which they provided. 
Answering this point Mr. KENYON said that 
his experience had been that ‘many tenants 
of Portal houses did not readily accept ‘mofe 
permanent types of ‘houses even when they 
were offered. He could not say what. pro- 
portion of these tenants were influenced by 
the lower rents of Portal houses, but he had 
reason to believe that on the whole the tenants 
were satisfied. with their accommodation. 

Others who took part in the discussion were 
Mr. Basi Marriott and Mr. L. K. Watson. 

Tue CHAIRMAN, in conclusion, thanked 
Mr. Kenyon for his talk and members. ofthe 
audience who had taken part in the discussion. 
He also thanked The Builder tor arranging 
the meeting. 
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POST-MORTEM ON THE SOUTH BANK 


‘ By JOHN RATCLIFF, ARIBA, AMTPI 


Pe SeeETIONS. by their nature, 
should be ephemeral: Before the 
South Bank Exhibition disappears from 
the London scene—for we hope it won’t 
linger on like another White City—it may 
be useful to see if there are any lessons 
and experiences to be learned from it. 
After all the excitements of preparation, 
how has it worked—how has it worn— 
are there any conclusions which may be 
useful in everyday building? For. an 
exhibition, it will be remembered, is a 
laboratory of ideas, a testing-ground, a 
rare opportunity to try out things which 
one is normally inhibited from doing. 


It is easy, and sometimes rather fun, 
to be wise after the event, especially when 
the critics are discomforted. Did they 
not say that the site was ill-chosen ; that, 
being right in the centre of London, 
visitors would neither reach the exhibition 
in comfort nor would Londoners be able 
to go about their business without con- 
siderable inconvenience? And yet, if an 
exhibition is to succeed, it must be acces- 
sible, and bearing in mind the experience 
of Wembley, the choice of a central site 
was made deliberately with this point in 
mind. Visitors were able to arrive by 
three different Underground routes, by 
surface railway to Waterloo, by waterbus, 
as well as by road approach in buses or 
cars. To the ordinary observer, street 
traffic was not noticeably more congested, 
thanks to the traffic improvements in 
Parliament-square, the widening of 
York-road and the improved roundabout 
junctions at each end of it, all of which 
remain as permanent benefits. Then 
there was the story of the car parks— 
they would never be sufficient, and 
nobody would be able to reach the exhibi- 
tion by car. It is hard to say if this story 
frightened off everybody With cars, but in 
fact the London County Council, who 
were responsible for arranging the car 
parks, decided half-way through to close 
27 out of a total of 35, as they were insuf- 
ficiently used. 

The objective of linking the site by a 
pedestrian bridge to the heart of the West 
End, Trafalgar-square, was amply justified, 
for over one and a quarter million visitors 
(nearly 15 per cent. of the total) arrived 
by the Bailey Bridge. Likewise, the con- 
struction of the escalators from the 
Underground at Waterloo, although des- 
tined for a more permanent use in the 
future, was proved worthwhile.. The 
problem of queuers, and lavatory accom- 
modation for them, was alse a scare, but in 
the event the arrangement of using the 
County Hall embankment, coupled with 
police and their mobile’ loudspeakers, 
seemed to work well. 


Another scare was congestion on the 
site. Here again, fears were happily 
unjustified. It is true that at times there 
was congestion in some of the pavilions, 
as for instance in the Dome of Discovery, 
where the entrance doors had to be closed 
for a while on occasions, but even on the 
most crowded days there was ample 
room to move freely out of doors. It is 





interesting to note that the maximum 
capacity of the exhibition at any one time 
had been calculated as 60,000 persons, 
based on the total circulation space in 
pavilions and external concourses divided 
by 16 square feet per person. The peak 
attendance occurred on Saturday, Sep- 
tember 22, when 75,923 persons were 
present at the same time to witness the 
wire-rope walking act by Elleano over 
the Thames. But although site space 
may have been adequate, the arrangement 
of some of the displays was not entirely 
above the criticism of congestion. For 
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the human comforts must not be for- 
gotten. The co-ordinating architects were 
in the dilemma, therefore, of meeting. the 
just and insatiable demand for restaurant 
and lavatory accommodation and at 
the same time preventing these elements 
from usurping the whole site. The pro- 
vision of lavatory accommodation, which 
fought a bit of a losing battle in the later 
stages of planning, appears in the-everit to 
have been adequate, and for once there 
were none of those unfortunate queues 
of ladies one so often sees nowadays out- 
side public lavatories. The restaurant 
accommodation was not so happy, how- 
ever. The architects were somewhat the 
victims of the late appointment of the 
catering adviser, and by the time the 
catering concess*enaires had been selected 





A section of the South Bank crowd on September 22, when Elleano, the tightrope walker, 
crossed the Thames on a wire stretched above the river, 


instance, in the Land of Britain pavilion, 
at the beginning of the sequence of “‘ The 
Land,” where people queued up in front 
of the cresecent-shaped entrance canopy 
to get in, it was not possible to see in 
comfort the small dioramas and film 
screens, which were so _ tantalisingly 
interesting. 


‘GILDING THE LILY 


It.would be inappropriate to comment 
here on the displays themselves ; but one 
cannot refrain from remarking that in 
several instances the exhibits could hardly 
be seen through the bravura of the display 
technique, which equally ignored the 
background of the. building so carefully 
conceived and patiently detailed by \the 
architect. Surely there is a lesson here 
for future exhibitions! Variety there 
must be if interest is to be held, but one 
must never lose sight of the main point 
to be conveyed to the public. 


An exhibition, however, cannot, con- 
sist wholly of displays and exhibits, for 


it was too late to make drastic alterations 
to suit their wishes. The seating accom- 
modation had to be supplemented by 
outdoor trolleys from .which tea, coffee 
and sandwiches could be served. In some 
instances, the space allotted to the service 
areas proved to be quite inadequate, par- 
ticularly in the matter of dealing with 
refuse, swill and empties in a tidy way. 
One cannot help feeling, in one or two 
cases, that however unpredictable the 
wishes of caterers may have been, it was 
up to the architects to have been more 
realistic and to have irisisted on a proper 
proportion of- service to seating space. 
Two further points of interest in this con- 
nection : first, two restaurants, sited close 
to’one another, attracted different amounts 
of custom, largely because the more 
successful one was at ground level whereas 
the other had to be approached up a flight 
of steps and then round a corner ; second, 
seating outdoors under canvas awnings 
proved rather cold and miserable at times 
during May, but later was amply 
justified. 
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SIGNPOSTING 


But the mest disappointing of the 
architectural arrangements was the pro- 
vision of signs—by which is meant not 
the captions to the exhibits (which is a 
separate criticism not dealt with here) 
but directional signs and symbols. Great 
care had been taken to achieve a high 
standard in signposting, both by the design 
of Symbols and the choice of lettering, and 
by the siting and grouping of signs on 
buildings and posts. But. the result was 
too precious, and the legitimate demands 
of the management for such injunctions 
as “‘no smoking,” “no entrance,” and 
the old favourite, ‘‘ keep off the grass,” 
could not be resisted. Part of the trouble 
arose because the delivery of signs was 
late at the first and never really caught up. 
As a result, an enormous crop of. notices, 
chalked on walls and pieces of cardboard 
by over-zealous attendants, appeared 
everywhere and were swept away. daily 
only to be replaced by a fresh outcrop. 


MAINTENANCE ORGANISATION 


Before discussing the question : “‘ How 
did the exhibition wear?” it may be of 
interest to touch briefly on the mainten- 

_ance organisation. For various reasons, 
the management side, responsible for the 
daily running of the exhibition, was kept 
separate from the technical maintenance 
staff, although, of course, there was proper 
liaison between the two. On the technical 
side, senior persons were separately 
responsible for exhibits, displays, services 
(comprising electric lighting, water dis- 
plays, drains, etc.), building structures 
and pavings, and landscape. These per- 
sons met in daily session to deal with the 
more important matters, whilst the urgen- 
cies and trivialities were routed through a 
central “‘ machine ” which sorted out the 
items and passed them to the appropriate 
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sections, afterwards checking up on pro- 
gress and completion. In spite of the 
usual human failings of busybodies in 
trying to short-circuit what to them 
seemed an unnecessarily cumbersome 
arrangement, this “machine” proved 
very successful and the daily meetings 
continued right up to the end. 


The maintenance of displays and elec- 
tric’ services was handled mainly by a 
team of directly employed tradesmen, 
whilst. that of structures and landscape 
was dealt with by contract. At the first it 
‘had been ruled that all maintenarice, 
except that of an emergency nature, would 
have to be carried out by night—obviously 
an expensive arrangement liable to ineffi- 
ciency if not carefully supervised. In 
practice, however, a large proportion was 
carried out by day, including all structural 
maintenance, although all cleaning, re- 
planting, major electrical work and over- 
hauling of water displays had necessarily 
to be done when the public were not there. 
One small point had been overlooked 
in the preparations—the provision of 
mobile lighting for night Working as 
well as to save electricity consumption, 
but this was easily remedjed by mounting 
high-wattage lamps on moveable tubular 
scaffold stands. 


THREE ENEMIES 


The three enemies in order of impor- 
tance were Dirt, Wear and Accidents, the 
last proving, fortunately, by far the least 
troublesome. Cleaning ‘to exhibition 
standard ” is a high aim, and was especi- 
ally so on this site. Not only were there 
the visitors to contend with, but it was 
estimated that the site, with a railway 
running through the centre of it, had as 
dirty and acid-laden an atmosphere as 
any heavy industrial area. But whereas 
the cleaning of dirt deposited from the 





The orderly queue lined up for admittance to the Dome of Discovery. 
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atmosphere was a controllable factor, 
dependent on adequate staff and super- 
vision, the prevention of dirt caused by 
visitors was no easy matter. 


Eleven tons of waste paper were carted 
away every day; it is a strange commen- 
tary on our national behaviour that the 
worst offenders were parties of school chil- 
dren, many depositing their lunch papers 
anywhere, and throwing empty icecream 
cartons into pools and fountains. ‘Their 
teachers in charge appeared to have no 
control, and polite admonitions over the 
loudspeaker system had to be resorted to. 
A large number of specially designed litter 
bins, with expendable waterproof-paper 
bags, had been previded, but the public 
evidently considered that they looked too 
nice to be used for that purpose, and pre- 
ferred the more mundane dustbins which 
later supplemented them. Attendants were 
employed full-time sweeping the fairways, 
and by this means and public exhortations 
the position improved considerably as 
time went on. 


More difficult to deal with were sticky 
fingermarks on the large amount of plate- 
glass used, and the dirt from many feet 
over the pavings. For. instance, great 
trouble had been taken at a fair expense in 
laying green asphalt, with a large-scale 
‘diaper pattern in mastic-asphalt, on the 
main fairway. But before long it became 
indistinguishable, except to the initiated, 
from the areas of ordinary black tarmac. 
To a lesser extent, the chequer-board 
pattern in brown and ordinary concrete 
with a pebbled surface lost its freshness 
and became just another grey area. In 
exhibitions, large-scale pattern in external 
pavings is most desirable, but the con- 
trast must be considerable to stand up to 
the greying effect of wear. More devasta- 
ting still were the immovable black marks 
which appeared on the white concrete 
steps and seats, which turned out to be 
chewing gum ! 

The cleaning of exhibits had to be done 
more frequently than had been estinaated, 
specially those in glass cases. Dust on 
the top of the aircraft suspended out of 
reach in the Transport pavilion had to be 
removed by compressed air lines on “‘long- 
arms.” On the other hand, the pigeons 
behaved themselves remarkably well (better 
than the sparrows in 1851 !) except in the 
Health Pavilion where a canopy was fixed 
to protect a particularly vulnerable exhibit 
below ! 


RETAINING FRESHNESS 


Externally the exhibition as a whole 
retained its freshness better than had been 
expected. It had been estimated that at 
least one complete, external repainting 
would be necessary; and although more 
might have been done, in practice re- 
painting was confined to small areas of 
white and bright colours, which would 
repay a good dividend in maintaining 
sparkle and at the same time not make the 
larger areas of paint and natural materials 
appear too dowdy by contrast. The 
aluminium Dome of Discovery was a 
special case. At the time the structure 
had just been finished, it was said that 
train drivers at Charing Cross Station 
could not see their signals properly because 
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of its dazzle in the sun! How to retain 
this pristine effect was anybody’s guess, 
and after some investigation it was decided 
to treat the aluminium with a special 


clear lacquer, which would only require. 


brushing and hosing from the water points 
provided in the roof in order to restore its 
former condition. Alas! the atmosphere 
got the upper hand, and three-quarters 
way through the exhibition period it was 
decided that no more could be done other 
than a: complete recleaning with steel 
wool and ‘relacquering, which was not 
carried out. Canvas was a disappointing 
material. The gay colours soon became 
greyed off under London’s grime, and 
all thought of cleaning such large and 
inaccessible areas was completely imprac- 
ticable. 

We now come to the question of wear. 
As might be expected in an exhibition, 
the floor finishes and external pavings 
bore the brunt, and in general stood up 
remarkably well. Some errors of judg- 
ment were made, however, the worst being 
in the laying of paving slabs where they 
were subject to the weather. This type 
of paving had been kept to a minimum 
because of the small number of paviors 
available compared to the short time 
allowed for laying. But for . various 
reasons—the main one being the need to 
reduce the mud on the site during an 
exceptionally wet winter—an in situ 
concrete sub-paving was laid in some 
cases, on top of which the slabs were 
then bedded in ash-lime mortar with 
unpointed joints in order to enable them 
to be salvaged in due course. The result 
was that the slabs rocked at the slightest 
provocation, squelching water over 
women’s nylons, due to the water getting 
through the joints of the slabs and being 
unable to soak away underneath. These 
pavings remained, therefore, a constant 
liability, aggravated by unauthorised but 
persistent lorry, traffic. Another mistake 
was made in using hoggin over one of the 
outdoor restaurant areas, with the result 
that all the spilt milk and tea soaked in and 
produced a particularly sour smell. It 
was some time before the trouble was 
diagnosed, and it was eventually cured 
by adopting an earth stabilisation tech- 
nique, using ciment fondu to avoid the 
closing off of restaurant space during the 
daytime. With regard to the asphalt 
pavings, the specification used did not 
stand up to the thin metal legs of the 
outdoor seating in hot weather, resulting 
in a sponge-like texture in some places, 
but, fortunately, in this respect, the 
weather did not remain hot for long! 

One of the building elements on which 
the architects had lavished their greatest 
imagination was the staircases, and most 
of the novel ideas stood the test of wear 
well. Handrails had been specified to 
resist a lateral thrust of 50 lb. per ft. 
run, and there were no casualties. One 
type of staircase, however, did not fare 
so well. ‘This consisted of precast con- 
crete or timber units bolted to a central 
reinforced concrete spine beam cast in situ. 
Each unit, comprising one step, was 
secured by two bolts cast into the spine 
beam, and depended on the friction 
afforded by the nuts and washers for its 
sgability. Whilst the principle was sound, 
a eertain amount of tolerance was inevit- 
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able and other human factors crept in to 
spoil what was an imaginative concep- 
tion. Other staircase errors were the use 
of thin un-reinforced concrete slabs 
bedded as treads on an in situ reinforced 
concrete stair, the slabs tending to spall 
at the front edges as well as to tip and 
come away; and the use of thin hard- 
wood treads on steel stairs, the timber 
curling up at the front edge. 


Large areas of thin asphaltic and lino 
floor tiles stuck with adhesive to screeds 
were used, and these proved successful 
with two exceptions. In both cases 
water in the sub-floor caused the trouble, 
due to the exceptional weather conditions 
and the pressure of the time factor at the 
time of laying, together with suspected 
expansion of the individual tiles in one 
instance. 


PROBLEMS FOR SCIENTISTS 


There were two cases of scientific 
interest. One was a complaint of exces- 
sive heat on the top floor of one of the 
restaurants. The suspected cause of in- 
adequate roof insulation was confirmed 
by thermograph readings taken over the 
period of one week, and a simple cure was 
effected by the use of limewash, to the 
B.R.S. specification, in order to reflect 
the sun’s rays. The other case was the 
bad cracking of some vermiculite plaster, 
applied to a reinforced concrete wall, 
which succeeded in its object of reducing 
sound transmission. The cause of this 
cracking was diagnosed to be the unusual 
thickness of 14 in., in order to cover 
electric Conduits; the use of too strong 
a mix of plaster gauged with cement and 
lime ; and the excessive heat from appara- 
tus in this particular building. The 
Building Research Station gave invaluable 
help in diagnosing both these complaints. 


Lastly, in this category of “ wear,” 
there were the many inevitable nuisances. 
The numerous panic bolts which would 
not work properly; the block letters 
which -persistently came unstuck; the 
paper scrim which peeled off the wall- 
board joints ; the paint which peeled off 
the concrete and fibrous plaster flower 
containers due to watering of the plants; 
the roof leaks and the pool leaks ; and the 
curling of hardwood cappings to balus- 
trades and stair treads in the open air. 


ACCIDENTS 


Now we come to the accidents. Here 
again, Fortune smiled on the exhibition— 
or should we say that the care taken from 
the safety precautions angle bore fruit ? 
Nevertheless, there is a moral to be learnt 
from the type ef accident where several 
persons walked through large sheets of 
plate-glass without protection, not realising 
it was there. ‘This may sound ridiculous, 
but is in fact a very easy thing to do 
when plate-glass is used in doors and 
windows in large areas down to floor level. 
The remedy was simple, and consisted 
in applying some small decorative motif— 
such as a Festival symbol—on the centre 
of the glass, one designer having already 
taken the precaution to have small motifs 
engraved on. Then there are the type of 
accidents which are caused through human 
carelessness. 
felt in one or two cases as to whether it 


Some concern had been 
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would be safe to leave pools unprotected 
except by a broad coping about 12 in. 
above paving level, particularly in crowded 
conditions. Eleven mishaps of this kind 
occurred. Another case was where several 
people failed to look whefe they were 
going at the top of a flight of steps at the 
end of a gallery. Apparently they were 
attracted too strongly by the exhibits 
and missed the first step down. The 
remedy here would appear to be always to 
avoid steps continuing in the same direc- 
tion as a gallery, and to turn them at 
rightangles. , 


A rather unexpected cause of annoy- 
ance came from outdoor seats which were 
constructed with thin perforated metal. 
Due no doubt to rough handling, the metal 
sheared at the front edges of the seats 
leaving a roughness, and many ladies 
had their nylons ruined. But the person 
most to be pitied was the unfortunate 
gentleman whose trousers became caught 
in an escalator, and who had to be rescued 
by attendants with blankets ! 


There were 74 fire alarms during the 
period of the exhibition, of which only 
49 were for actual fires, all trivial. 


SOME.MAJOR LESSONS 


But all these points are perhaps trivial 
compared to the lessons that can be learnt 
from the preparatory period of the exhibi- 
tion. For these lessons are relevant to 
the present drive for greater productivity. 
In designing their details, the architects 
might often have paid more-heed to the 
time factor, for instance, by choosing 


-materials which were readily available 


for delivery or avoiding the use of 
“specials” which did not conform to 
normal standards. As public money was 
involved, every specialist item had to be 
put out to tender, unless there were 
special circumstances, so as to avoid any 
unnecessary expenditure and'any appear- 
ance of favouritism. The principle was 
good, but it was time-taking, and with 
great diffidence one is tempted to wonder 
whether at times the rule did not defeat 
its own-ends. There must be a change of 
outlook on the part of many sub-con- 
tractors and suppliers, on whom progress 
so much depends. At site meetings, it was 
all too evident that some had to be 
“‘ educated” to the tempo of the job— 
to be goaded out of their “‘ to-morrow- 
will-do” attitude, for the building 
works were only completed on time, 
thanks to the magnificent effort of all 
concerned on the job—the men, the main 
contractors and the supervisory staffs. 
After the week-end visit by the men’s 
families to the scene of operations in the 
later stages, the improvement in morale 
and the diminishing’ of labour troubles 
was particularly noticeable, and this 
certainly has a lesson for such normal 
projects as housing schemes and large 
buildings. When the cost of the work is 
officially announced, it will be interesting 
to compute the rate of expend.ture in 
relation to the labour involved. Mean- 
while, it only shows what can be done by 
interesting the workers in the job, by 
means of talks, newsletters, and exhibi- 
tions; and by showing them, through 
visits of V.I.P.s, the importance of the 
task. 





View ' showing Press Memorial Chapel at east end of 
north aisle. 


ST. BRIDE’S, FLEET STREET 
PROPOSED RESTORATION 
W. GODFREY ALLEN, FRIBA, ARCHITECT 


E Church of St. Bride, Fleet-street, which was destroyed 
on December 29, 1940, is to be restored to plans by Mr, 


W. Godfrey Allen, F.R.I.B.A. An appeal for funds for the . 


restoration, which it is hoped may be begun in 1953, was 
launched by Dr. Alan Don, Dean of Westminster, on 
Wednesday. 


Mr. Godfrey Allen’s aim is to restore the church to Wren’s 
_ original design, as conjectured. It is proposed to eliminate 
the north and south galleries which, in Mr. Allen’s view, were 
added as afterthoughts. Had Wren intended the galleries, 
he would have made proper provision of windows on the north 
and south walls, and the pedestals of the columns would have 
been carried up to the level of the galleries as in St. James, 
Piccadilly, St. Clement Danes and St. Benet, Paul’s Wharf, 
instead of rising from the floor to the springing of the arches. 
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View of west end, showing the proposed reintroduction of the 
: canopied opening. 


By removing the north and south galleries, not now required, 
and restoring the arcading it will be possible to achieve once 
more the spacious proportions of Wren’s design. 


From a drawing recently discovered in Guildhall Library, 
and from a contemporary description by Hatton, it is clear 
(says Mr. Allen) that the east wall was painted, and it is pro- 
posed to commission a painting, probably of “‘ Our Lord in 
Glory,” for this position. The east window is also to be 
restored to its original proportions. ‘This had been bricked 
up at some period after the church’s completion to allow of a 
fixed reredos and altar. This window will now be taken down 
to about.5 ft. from the floor, and there will be a freestanding 
altar (as in Wren’s time) with canopy over a supporting rood, 
backed by the east window and the painted east wall. 


Seating will follow the collegiate pattern, ive., with stalls 
facing each other, thus allowing a more intimate form of service. 
When large congregations are expected, additional seating will 
be placed in the aisles themselves ; the latter will be closed at 
the east end with small chapels. Choir and organ will be 
placed in the west gallery, the organ being divided. over the 


north and south aisles; this will allow the reintroduction of 
the canopied opening in the centre of the gallery. 
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Drawn by Cyril A. Farey and Adams. 
View looking east towards the freestanding altar and rood. 


ST. BRIDE’S, FLEET-STREET : PROPOSED RESTORATION 
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ST. FRANCIS CHURCH AND HALL, SOLIHULL, WARWICKSHIRE 


LESLIE T. MOORE, FRIBA, ARCHITECT 


HIS church and hall dedicated to St.Francis of Assisi, 

recently completed in Coruyx-lane, Solihull, 

Warwickshire, is designed to serve the dual purpose 
of a church and parish hall. 


The whole building can be used as a church for 
services, or the auditorium can be screened off and 
used for social purposes with its own stage and 
musicians’ gallery above the folding doors. Vestries 


Pr rr 





for the clergy and choir flank the chancel. These 
can also be used as green-rooms on occasions. 

A large room with external access, placed over the 
entrance and cloakrooms, also serves as a gallery to 
the hall. 


The general contractors were Messrs. Bragg Bros., Ltd., of Solihull. 
Sub-contractors were: Stone, French and Co., Ltd.; plastering, J. 
Hargreaves, Ltd.; roof tiling, Wormells, Ltd.; facing brick, Knowle 
Brick Works ; tiles, Tasker and Co., Ltd. ; heating, J. Wright and Co., 
Ltd.; and electrical work, Baldwin and Co., Ltd. 





Ground-floor plan and plan of club room on first floor. 
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ST. FRANCIS CHURCH AND HALL: View from the nave through the chancel 








A similar view showing the hall converted for social functions. Folding doors conceal the chancel. 
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The front (east) elevation, 


DEMONSTRATION HOUSES FOR HIGHWORTH RURAL COUNCIL 


DESIGNER: ERIC CHICK 


CONSULTING ARCHITECTS: POWELL 
AND MOYA, AADipls, AARIBA 


The garden, or west, front. 
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Plans of type 1 house (illustrated). 


[IX building these first houses, the 
aim has been to construct 

cheaper houses than the normal 
traditionally built council houses 
without lowering the standards of 
space or comfort. The Highworth 
Rural District Council, who have 
given every encouragement to the 
experiment, have now decided to 
proceed with a block of terrace 
houses, designed on similar 
principles. The houses illustrated 
were built by a typical small country 
builder and with the absolute mini- 
mum of plant; economies effected 
do not depend on mass production. 

The weight of materials used has 
been reduced from the usual 190 
tons to about 125 tons—a reduction 
of about one-third. This is reflected 
in the fact that the site man-hours 
show a considerable reduction over 
those taken on a normal job. 

The design of the houses has 
allowed the use of light-weight 
materials where loads are not carried. 
The cost of the materials in these 
houses has been less and the cost of 
labour has been less, and it is 
estimated that one of these houses 


is rather more than £100 cheaper 
than the normal equivalent tradi- 
tional council house. Details of the 
costs are given in the Quantity 
Surveyors’ report. 

Other type plans and designs have 
been produced to show the flexibility 
of the constructional design, which 
could be applied to many forms of 
building—not _ necessarily 
only to standardised house 
designs. Some of the alter- 
native type plans are now 
illustrated. It should be 
noted that the size of the 
houses built already (886 
sq. ft. floor area) is some- 
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CONSTRUCTION PRINCIPLES 


Walls: Specialised prefabricated 
methods have not been used and the 
constructional methods allow the 
flexible use of alternative materials. 
The houses are built with traditional 
materials and by traditional metheds 
where these are considered to be 
most efficient and economical—for 
example, end walls, party walls 
and cross walls are of traditional 
brick construction and carry all 
the loads. These walls are simple 
and almost unperforated and the 
full economies and advantages of 
traditional construction can thus be 
exploited. 

A new system of wall construc- 
tion is used where traditional methods 
are uneconomical. These walls are, 
in fact, the external window walls 
and do not take any of the loads. 

Foundations : By restricting the 
loads to the cross walls only, 
considerable economies can be 
effected in the foundations. The 
worse the site, the greater are these 
economies, if compared with the 
foundations of a traditional house. 
External non-load-bearing walls : The 
construction of these walls (the 
apron, walls to the ground and first 
floor windows) can be briefly de- 
scribed as a 3-ply wall formed 
in situ. The centre ply is formed 
of sheet materials—in this case 
cemented wood wool slabs have 
been used to give high insulation 
values. These slabs are placed in 
the space to be filled and are located 
with specially designed hook nails 
which are driven into the sur- 
rounding frame. Light-gauge rein- 
forcing wire is then passed over the 
hook nails and across the face of 
the slab in a continuous length. 
When the reinforcing is in position, 
the hook nails are driven further in, 
to tension the reinforcing which is 
then stapled at convenient centres 
to the wood wool slabs. When this 
very simple operation has been 
carried out, the faces of the wood 
wool slabs are plastered in the usual 
way to form an extremely strong 
and rigid wall. In effect, the wall 
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Section A-A of type 1 house. 
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Ground- and first-floor window units are seen bolted to 
vertical trims to be used as jigs for the load-bearing 
walls, 


becomes a reinforced concrete beam, 
which requires no shuttering. It is 
automatically reinforced against 
cracking. 

Additional protection to these 
wall-beams can be given by applying 
an outer skin of rendering on 
expanded metal on battens or 
weatherboarding on battens. Its 
omission would result in a further 
reduction on the prices given below 
of about £14 per house. 


DOUBLE SKIN PANEL 


VERTICAL TRIM RUNNING FULL HEIGHT OF BUILDING ~~ “eer 


LOADBEARING CAVITY WALL RETURN cae: 


WINDOW UNITS BOLTED TO VERTICAL TRIMS AND 
ERECTED AS PROFILES FOR LOADBEARING WALLS 


WOODWOOL SLABS NAILED T@ HEAD AND CILL 
WITH OPEN VERTICAL JOINTS AND LOCATED AT 
ENDS WITH HOOK-NAILS 


LIGHT GAUGE. REINFORCING WIRES 
PASSED ROUND HOOK-NAILS; | 
TENSIONED AND STAPLED | 


WOODWOOL SLABS ROUGH - 
RENDERED OVER REINFORCING | 
WIRES 


WEATHERBOARD ON 2”X I!/2" i 
STUDS - OR RENDERING ON 
LATHING ON BATTENS 
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> GALVANIZED WEATHER BAR 
TO HEAD AND CILL 


LETTERS PATENT No. 645530 
PATENT APPLICATION No. 19137/5! 
DESIGNS APPLICATION Nos-865560-62 


ISOMETRIC OF TYPICAL NON-BEARING WALL AT FIRST FLOOR PLAN 
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Method of erection: The form 
of the non-load-bearing walls has 
been kept as simple as possible by 
concentrating windows and doors 
into one large frame with full length 
timber jambs and a head formed by 
the soffit and fascia with light- 
weight walls as infilling panels 
where windows or doors are not 
required. The frames are assembled 
on the floor slab by bolting the 
ground-floor and first-floor window 





Brick bearing-walls are seen built against a profile of 
continuous vertical trim ; wire-reinforced infilling panels are 
in position, 


units to the jambs. The complete 
assemblies, when erected, form jigs 
for the load-bearing walls and make 
the structure so precise as to allow 
carcassing timber, joinery, plumb- 
ing, etc., to be pre-cut to detailed 
drawings with complete confidence. 

Manufacturing and erection draw- 
ings: This pre-planning has been 
taken to its practical limit by extract- 
ing all pre-cut and manufactured 
items and, under a unit number, 
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HOOK-NAILS DRIVEN INTO FRAMES TO LOCATE 
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TENSION IS OBTAINED BY DRIVING HOOK- 
NAILS FURTHER IN WHEN REINFORCING 
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The living-room of type 1. 
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total floor area: 710 sqft. 


Plans of type 4 (2-bedroom with flat roof). 
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giving all details for their individual 
fabrication. ‘The drawings are, in 
fact, broken down into two parts 
which comprise the erection draw- 
ings and the manufacturing draw- 
ings. This method has proved very 
effective in practice and is popular 
with the operatives. 


Partitions: 'These are built up 
on similar principles to the non- 
load-bearing external walls described 
above. The centre-ply can be a 
sheet of plasterboard or insulation 
board. The sheet material selected, 
in this case %-in. plasterboard, is 
placed in the space to be filled and 
located by the hook nails. The 
sheet material is then reinforced 
by wires, as already described, and 
plastered to complete the wall. 
Angles are formed by cutting one 
face of the plasterboard and folding 
the sheet. The wire reinforcement 
automatically insures against crack- 
ing. 

Floor joist stiffening : An interest- 
ing innovation is a simple patented 
device to stabilise first floor joists. 
Normal herringbone strutting has 
been replaced by flexible metal 
reinforcing formed of two strands 
of galvanised wire twisted together. 
Supplied in coils, this rein- 
forcing is fixed by passing a length 
along the top of the joists and a 
length along the underside of the 
joists, then forming diagonal braces 
by twisting the top and bottom 
together with a suitable lever-like 
tool. The braces are then locked by 
the simple expedient of driving a 
nail between the two strands of 
wire that form the reinforcing and 
into the top and bottom of each 
joist. 

Finishes: The finishes used are not 
essential to the system and may, of 
course, be varied from job to iob. 


Kitchen of type 1. 
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REINFORCING WIRES 
APPLY HARD PLASTER TO FORM A 
SOLID REINFORCED WALL 15” THICK 


ERECTION SEQUENCE DETAILS OF REINFORCING 5 HA 
FIX PLATES. FRAMES, AND HOOK: NAILS HOOK-NAILS DRIVEN INTO FRAMES OR PLUGS "ay | 
PLACE PLASTERBOARD IN POSITION TO LOCATE PLASTERBOARD AND ANCHOR Po 
MPONEN REINFORCING WIRE 
THER WITH vr. | 
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NAILS FURTHER IN WHEN REINFORCING 
Phe IS IN POSITION 
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LINKS FORMED AT CONVENIENT CENTRES se 





BY DRIVING STAPLES THROUGH 
PLASTERBOARD & CLINCHING ENDS —___J 1¥a" 
DETAIL AT ANGLE CEILINGCUP SECTION *..* 
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HARD PLASTER 
PLATE WROUGHT 
: TO FORM SKIRTIN 


PLASTERBOARD CUT AND FOLDED CLIPS CAN BE PLACED ON EDGE OF BOARD : 
= TO FORM ANGLE AND FIXED WHEN SHEET IS IN POSITION 
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CLIPS FOR ABUTTING PARTITION | I}! LINKS THROUGH 
A gl ISOMETRIC PROJECTION PLAN BOLTED TO PLASTERBOARD PLASTERBOARD 
|) finished partition thickness: 1 3/4" a es 


DETAILED COSTS 


The cost of a pair of type 1 houses as illustrated 
(but including for additional protection to external 
non-load-bearing walls) is estimated to be £2,576 
per pair, or £1,288 per house at September, 1951, 
prices, inclusive of outhouses and external works 
within the curtilage of the houses, which amount 
will be reduced for other house types designed to 
the Ministry’s latest requirements (Circular 38/51). 
This figure is based on bills of quantities (prepared 
in accordance with the principles of the code 
for the measurement of building work in small 
dwelling houses) priced at current rates for an 
assumed contract (based on the latest form of 
contract issued by the R.I.B.A. adapted for the 
use of local authorities) of about 20 dwellings in 
an A2 wage area on a flat site. 

Some variation in cost will result according to 
the number of dwellings in, and the location of, 
different contracts, but ‘the comparison of cost 
with a traditionally constructed house referred to 
below will remain valid. The same percentages 
for contractor’s head office and overheads and 
profit have been allowed in each case in this com- 
parison, but it must be borne in mind that there is 
no guarantee that a contractor tendering will 
pass on the full benefit of the economies in design 
to the employer, and that advantage may be taken 
of known “‘ permissible costs”? and of the com- 
paratively low cost per foot super of this house 
in individual tenders. This proviso is unavoidable “gs — 
but does not affect a true comparison. d ss eT ca 

The cost of the type 1 house at current price 
rates (inclusive of outhouse and of external works) - Detail of porch. 
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BASIS PRICES OF MATERIALS AND 





is estimated to be somewhat more than £100 cheaper 


than the normal equivalent traditional council GOODS 

house, whilst the cost rate per foot super of floor ae ae: 

area is estimated to be about 2s. 2d. less. A com- Portland cement, including bags .. ton 414 9 

paratively greater saving would result on a sloping Li 

or difficult site through a comparatively larger = a? tated 

reduction in cost of foundations. Building sand cube 12 6 
The reasons for the savings in costs are summar- Plastering sand ” 16 0 

ised in the following items which are based on 1}-in. Aggregate 1 14 0 

hourly wage rates of 3s. 03d. (craftsmen) and Fletton bricks. . 1,000 5 ° 

2s. 7d. (labourers). Principal materials as detailed 4}-in. breeze blocks yd. sup. 5 0 


on schedule (subject to fluctuations) : 


ESTIMATED SAVING PER HOUSE (TYPE 1) 






































Softwood timber for carcassing (to 
include for all lengths and sizes as 





£ required and for delivery to site) std. 120 0 oO 
Foundations and sub-structure ae Be. 13 g-in. T. and G. flooring... -: oy eS, 0 AO 
Non-load-bearing walls x ee si 35 14-in. wood wool slabs yd. sup. 6 9 
Internal partitions : : 8 - } F 
Metal joist reinforcement and consequent $i. Geeinee re a m8 
saving in timber floor joists : 9 Plaster . ton 519 3 
Simplified roof construction 14 No. 14g. galvanised wire... wa (CWE. <I ER 6 
Staircase 4 : 
Layout of plumbing system simplified 5 Copper tube Ib. basic 2 24 
Electrical installation, saving in chasing, etc... 5 (plus C.T.A. 
Fairface brickwork in living- and bed-rooms i extras) 
Outbuilding roof ie “ap : 2 Ceilingite cwt. 110 0 
Miscellaneous 5 : 
Distemper ” i 
Total £104 Varnish gall. 2 5 0 
The quantity surveyors (Messrs. 
Davis, Belfield and Everest) were 
. b put in possession of all the facts so far 
— s. a a Pris as the contract for the pair of demon- 
stration houses is concerned, and they 
BEDROOM also had access to the actual net costs 
wagon of labour and ——— — - 
small country builder responsible for 
h ri an their erection. Whilst taking this 
Tae rs "Tr data into account, it was felt advisable 
x © to base the estimated cost in this report 
= ee on the above-mentioned average condi- 
tion, although it should be stated that 
the actual costs incurred indicate that 
a the quantity surveyors’ estimated com- 
\ LIVING ROOM puted costs are slightly in the high 
~y S4SGFE Mita; 29 SOFT side. 
it . OTHER TYPES 
a A =a > x. 

















total floor area: 840 sqft. 
+ area of store: 32 sqft, 


Type 2 (3-bedroom with pitched roof, semi-detached). 














FIRST FLOOR PLAN 


























GROUND FLOOR PLAN 








‘totd floor area: 810 sqft. 


+ rea of store: 48 sqft, 
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Type 3 (3-bedroom with pitched roof,:terraced in block of 8). 


The approximate estimates of cost 
of the type plans and designs illus- 
trated (designs based on requirements 
of M.O.L.G.P. Circular 38/51), based 
on the estimated cost rate per foot super 
of floor area of each type are : 


Type 1 House, as built £1,288 
Type 2 House, 3 - bedroom, 
eo with pitched roof (semi- 
detached) ccs we) ii, 240 
he _— Type 3 House, 3 - bedroom, 
with pitched roof anima 
in block of 8) £1,210 
Type 4 House, 2- seein, 
REPLACE WITH BACK BOLER with flat roof ied li in 
= block of 12) as £1,150 
~ B weap 
‘ The promoters were the Capital Selection 
Corporation, and the general contractor, Mr. 
Percy Chick, The Square, Highworth, near 
Swindon, Wiits. Sub-contractors and suppliers 
were: Joinery, Samuel Elliott and Sons, 
ae SF: Reading ; interlocking roof tiles, wood wool 
aha oe - ~ slabs and ground-floor paving, the Marley 
Tile Co., Ltd., Sevenoaks, Kent; general 


supplies, Stephensons, Oxford ; electrical 
contractors, Warne Bros., Swindon ; pressed 
metal rainwater goods, Coates, Ltd., 
Surbiton ; Es ing, A. 'B. Haddow, Ltd., 
Moredon, indon; plastering, G. Brooks 
Ltd., Moredon, Swindon ; ironmongery, 
Yannedis, Ltd., W.C.1; and glazing, H. 
Hunter and Co., Cowley, Oxford. 











WNovomber 23 1951 














THE BUILDER 





NEW OFFICE BUILDING, NORWICH 


For Messrs Boulton & Paul, Ltd 


ROBERT O. BOND, FRIBA, AADip 
(7. OWEN BOND AND SON), ARCHITECT 


HEN Messrs. Boulton and Paul, Ltd., lost 

25 per cent. of their factory premises at Norwich 

by eremy action in 1940, they also lost the whole of 

their administrative offices. After being housed in 

various temporary homes, they have rebuilt premises 

to house all the administrative staff of all departments 

in one building, and have taken the opportunity of 

re-siting the offices to be next to the main entrance 
to their works on Riverside-road. 


The site presented certain difficulties in as much 
as proximity to the river necessitated piling, and a 
railway siding across the entrance forced the pro- 
vision of a tunnel to the lower floors of the front of 
the offices to enable railway access to remain to the 
whole of the works. 


Departments housed are: Directors and board 
room, constructional engineering department, 
woodworking department, netting’ department, 
fencing department, accounts department and wages 
office, and advertising and printing and stationery. 
These are contained on five floors, which are served 
by a central staircase and lift. The building is steel 


framed throughout, with brick walls and reinforced 
concrete floors cast in situ. ‘The facings are in Essex 
Primrose facing bricks, with artificial stone cills and 
lintols and steel windows. The entrance hall is 
lighted by glass bricks fixed either side of the entrance 
and has a terrazzo floor and carved woodwork panels 
depicting various trades carried on by the firm, the 
carver being Mr. Nonnenmacher, of London. 


Apart from a few private offices and the board 
room suite of offices, the whole of the floors have 
been planned with a central corridor and glass screens 
between the offices and on to the corridors. The 
board room and foyer adjacent to it have been 
decorated with fibrous plaster columns and _ plain 
cornices, with walnut doors, architraves and skirtings 
and maple floots, otherwise the finishings of the 
offices have been kept strictly to a very simple 
standard. 


Immediately behind the office building is a 
covered garage for staff cars and immediately in 
front is the gate-house controlling entrance to and 
exit from the whole of the works. 
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The main contractors were Messrs. W. S. Lusher and 
Son, of Sprowston, Norwich. Sub-contractors and suppliers 
were: Steelwork, Boulton and Paul, Ltd.; heating, 
A. Pank and Son, Norwich; electrical, Mann, Egerton 
and Co., Ltd., Norwich; roof asphalting, Norwich and 
East Anglian Asphalt Company, Norwich ; floors, Gran- 
wood Floor Company, Ltd., Derby; lifts, Evans Lifts, 
Ltd., Leicester; doors, Leaderflush; ‘‘ Better-type ” 
doors, Manor Joinery Co. ; windows, Henry Hope and 
Son, Ltd., Birmingham ; special windows, Barnes and Pye, 
Ltd., Norwich; strong-room doors, Ayton, Norwich ; 
fire escapes, C. A. and A. W. Hayward, Ltd., London ; 
concrete flooring, B. R. C. Engineering Co., Ltd., Staffs. ; 
plasterers, Crotch and Son, Ltd., Norwich; pump for 
sewage, Tuke and Bell, Ltd., London ; piling, Holst and 
Co., Ltd., London ; balustrade and hand-rail, S. T. Cowell 
and Sons, Ltd., Norwich ; sanitary fittings, R. Ruymp 
and Son, Ltd., Norwich ; special fireplace, G. Scarlett, 
Ltd., Norwich ; internal telephones, Telephones Rental, 
Ltd., London ; and carvings, Hermann Nonnenmacher. 























The entrance hall. 


NEW OFFICE BUILDING, NORWICH 
FOR BOULTON AND PAUL, LTD 


Section B-B. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


TENDERING AND A CENTRAL 
ESTIMATING OFFICE 


To the Editor of The Builder 


editorial 
recently 


and 
Builder 


IR,—Correspondence 
comment in The 


have given expression, to the disquiet 
that exists concerning the defects in our 
present system of competitive tendering. 


The imperfections of the system have 
been widely known for many years, but 
to-day there are special reasons for a new 
and revolutionary approach to the whole 
subject. Estimating, nowadays, is a much 
heavier burden than it was in more stable 
times. The “lightning” estimators of pre- 
war days can no longer function in the 
old way; their successors are men of 
equal calibre who work in a less light- 
hearted and more scientific manner. 
Because of enormous variations in the cost 
of employing labour, and very wide 
fluctuations in prices of materials, there is 
only one safe rule : that is, to build up the 
price for almost every item in detail, upon 
properly ascertained facts and from quota- 
tions specially obtained. 


It is a disastrous waste of effort that 
this laborious process should have to go 
on, for every important building project, 
in perhaps a dozen or more contractors’ 
offices at the same time, merely to 
establish the lowest tender. It is not 
surprising that groups of builders attempt 
to pass on to the building owner the cost 
of this work in the manner that has been 
described. But, surely, this is.no remedy, 
because the enormous cost of tendering 
has to be borne by the consumer in the 
end, whatever “ load-shedding ” arrange- 
ments may be made by the builders 
concerned. Moreover, it is idle to hope 
that the need for the detailed build-up 
will diminish, or disappear. The analysis 
itself is immensely valuable if prepared 
in such a way that it can be used after- 
wards for the organisation of the work. 
The reform that is needed is obvious. 


This leads me to a proposition which, I 
believe, would cut out the waste and 
prove to be of great service to all sides. 
The building industry, by which I mean 
the organised building trade employers, 
should «set up, in association with the 
professional bodies, a central estimating 
office. ‘This office would be prepared to 
receive from architects the drawings and 
quantities of any sizeable project. An 
estimate would be prepared, based on the 
rates and conditions current in the 
locality of the work, quotations being 
obtained for materials, etc., in the usual 
way, and an appropriate percentage would 
be added for overheads and profit. 


By this means, a “ fair price” for the 
job would be established “by an inde- 
pendent body, the data on which the rice 
was based being presented in a form 
capable of being considered by ‘interested 
parties. After consideration of the “ fair 
price ” by the architect and his client, the 
job would go out to tender in the. usual 
way, but accompanied by the priced 
analysis referred to. A builder competing 
for the work would then only have to 
decide the effect of any operating advant- 
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ages he may have over his rivals, and 
whether he required a greater or less 
percentage than that included for over- 
heads and profit. The whole process, 
once out to tender, could be completed 
in a fraction of the time now taken. 


The advantages of this system are self- 
evident. The establishment of a “ fair 
price” by a third party, not involved in the 
bargain ultimately to be made between owner 
and builder, would create an entirely new 
atmosphere. I believe that any reputable 
organisation embarking on a building project 
is prepared to pay a reasonable price for the 
work, and that sound contractors prefer to 
work on.a reasonable margin rather than cut 
frantically or seek excessive profits. Any 
departure from this would be exposed at the 
outset. 


The building owner would have an authori- 
tative “‘ preview ” of the probable cost of the 
work, and “ cutting the coat according to the 
cloth”? could take place before the project 


‘reached the competitive stage. Any ambiguity 


in drawings, specification or quantities would 
be rectified before the job went out to tender. 
There would be protection against “ price- 
ringing” to an extent not now possible. 
Builders would retain freedom ‘to compete 
keenly when in most need of work. The 
chances of being beaten by the “ mad dog” 
estimator who secures orders through 
incompetence and then wriggles out by 
skimping the work, would be considerably 
lessened. 


A method of presenting the detailed 
analysis of labour and materials could be 
evolved that would facilitate organisation of 
the work, ordering, and fixing bonus targets, 
which would save time and promote efficiency. 


There would be no need to start this idea 
on a huge scale; a pilot scheme could be 
started in London that could earn its wide 
acceptance. I am conscious that these pro- 
posals are revolutionary enough to provoke 
a good deal of criticism. Some possible objec- 
tions can be answered in advance. Would 
this not put a lot of estimators and their 
assistants out of work? It would certainly 
relieve a lot of able men of the necessity for 
working for long periods to no purpose. 
Their talents are sorely needed by the 
industry. in other directions. Could a central 
estimating office, without access to the actual 
cost data of building firms, really produce 
a “‘ fair price’”’ ? Their information would be 
based on research sponsored by the employers 
and surveyors on a scale beyond anything 
possible to the average builder. What 
guarantee would there be that suppliers would 
be prepared to sell to a particular builder at 
prices quoted to the central estimating 
office ? None whatever, any more than the 
builder would be sure of attracting labour 
at the rates used. ‘The system ensures the 
preservation of the competitive element to a 
degree that cannot become unfair or oppres- 
sive to sound concerns. Whé would pay for 
the organisation? It is obvious that the 
consumer pays, ultimately, for the existing 
wasteful practice of estimating multiplied 
many times over. Means whereby the 
reduced cost of this new method could best 
be transmitted to the building owner could 
easily be devised. 


One feature of my system would be that the 
contractor’s margin for overheads and profit 
would become, more or less, public knowledge. 
I feel that this would not be a bad thing. 
Many people,- including some of those 
involved in building projects themselves, as 
owner, architect, or even building trade 
worker, are hypnotised by the large sums 
involved into the erroneous impression that 
the contractor is doing far too well out of it. 


Finally, with the cards on the table in this 
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way,-confidence between all parties concerned 
in a building contract would be established 
in a way that is not possible with the existing 
system, which is based on nothing better 
than mutual mistrust. 
T. KELL. 
70, Parkway, 
Welwyn Garden City, Herts. 


AN ESTIMATORS’ ASSOCIATION 
To the Editor of The Builder 


ag A published an article on 

Estimating by S. W. H. in your issue 
of October 16, and in a letter in the 
following issue I referred to the lone 
builder’s estimator and his lonesome 
journey jn comparison with his fellow 
travellers. My reply appears to have 
created some interest, and several people 
have written me expressing the hope that 
a body be formulated to cater for the 
needs of the estimator. 

My knowledge of the formation of such 
a body is limited, but perhaps one of 
your able correspondents with this know- 
ledge could give the necessary details, and 
those who are interested could then form 
their own opinion if such a body would be 
beneficial to the estimator. If the decision 
be in favour, I think the formation should 
have London headquarters. 


C. Lortnc REEs. 


25, Greenfield-avenue, 
Thompson’s Park, Cardiff. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I wish to endorse the remarks 

to date on the formation of an Insti- 

tute of Estimators and Surveyors, and 

would be willing to meet others interested, 
to discuss this possibility in more detail. 


T. G. CoLEMAN. 
Cleveland House, 
Kings-road, Wilmslow, Cheshire. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—In one way I am somewhat chary 
of supporting ‘‘ Estimator and Sur- 
veyor”’ in his plea for the formation of 
yet another Institute. Nowadays these 
minor bodies spring up like poisonous 
fungi overnight—surely one professional 
body in each field is more than sufficient 
for efficiency and common sense ? 


On the other hand, I do feel that 
estimators seem to have been by-passed 
when these organisations were created 
and, if their needs were met, duplication 
would not thereby be caused. Your 
correspondent certainly hit the nail 
squarely on the head when he stated that 
the new body would “aim to raise the 
standards of this important and some- 
what neglected branch of the building 
industry.” This, in my opinion, is 
absolutely essential at the present time. 

On balance, I should put forward the 
view that a notable contribution could be 
made to the general efficiency of the build- 
ing industry if such an Institute of 
Estimators became active. 


Estimator II. 
Solihull, Warwickshire. 
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To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I am in full agreement with the 
views expressed by “ Estimator and 
Surveyor,” Birmingham. An Institute of 
Estimators and Surveyors would certainly 
fill a long-felt want in the industry, and I 
can assure you of my full support to any 
scheme to discuss and/or form any such 
Institute. 
K. A. YEATES. 
Fir Cottage, Wormley, 
Near Godalming, Surrey. 


R.LCS. 


Mr. Arnold-Forster’s Presidential 
Address 


HE vast expansion of the planning 

machine in recent years, which made 
him feel a “ little alarmed,” and the “ revolu- 
tionary ” character of the post-war planning 
Acts, were discussed by Mr. J. A. ARNOLD- 
Forster, O.B.E., F.R.1.C.S., in his presiden- 
tial address to the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors on November 12. 

One of the interesting developments in 
modern planning was seen in the work of 
the Development Corporations established 
under the New Towns Act, 1946, Mr. Arnold- 
Forster continued. It might be that in the 
application of their special powers we should 
learn the relative degrees of responsibility 
that should devolve upon the administrator, 
the surveyor, the architect and the engineer; 
and already it could be said that the sur- 
veyor was making his contribution in his 
understanding of the economic and financial 
factors of land development and control. 

Mr. Arnold-Forster continued: Town 
planning has been variously defined from 
time to time, and we have witnessed many 
attempts to bring the whole field of national 
planning into a common focus. The empha- 
sis has changed from the original conception 
of a planning that was chiefly concerned in 
preventing abuse, preserving amenity, and in 
directing design, to a new and wider con- 
ception of planning in the interests of “ the 
economic and social welfare of the State.” 
In this transformation we find that design 
and amenity have taken second place to this 
new “economic planning,” and with this 
new interpretation have come the inevitable 
additional restrictions and controls and the 
trappings of bureaucracy. Is there a danger 
that, with the justification of this latest defi- 
nition of the aims of planning, there may be 
dawning a new language of the experts, 
which has proved in the past to be a smoke- 
screen behind which the absence of realistic 
planning progress has been hidden ? 

I am aware of the great resources in tech- 
nical skill which have been at the service of 
the Ministry of Local Government and 
Planning, and no-one who has seriously 
studied the Progress Report, 1943-1951, can 
fail to respect the way in which the officers 
of the Ministry have assumed the responsi- 
bility for this vast task of supervision, co- 
ordination and investigation; but in ail that 
great machine, I have a feeling that there is 
probably still a need for some central brain 
that would be capable of computing the 
relative value of land use on the national 
scale. 


Co-ordination at High Level 

If we assume that we reiain the present 
system in which the requirements of Depart- 
ments of State are by law outside the con- 
trol of planning authorities, wise and 


economic allocation of our limited acres 





THE BUILDER 


will only be possible if there is some arbitra- 
ment on a plane detached from consultations 
at departmental level before the final decis- 
ion is made. 


The research and advisory staff must be 
capable of weighing dispassionately the 
merits of any particular proposed acquisition 
or requisiton against the needs of land 
utilisation, and against the social and econo- 
mic need in its wider national aspect. 
Further, until some outline of national 
policy exists, there will always be the risk 
that too little weight will be given to the 
great importance of preserving some of the 
finest amenities of our shrinking countryside. 


For the past three years, local authorities 
have been preparing their development plans 
for submission to the Ministry this year. 
They will be deposited with the Ministry, 
and the individual plans will presumably 
find their place in a national pattern. The 
Minister must study, approve and amend, and 
from this loose jig-saw of individual plans it 
will surely be possible, at no very distant 
date, to give some guidance on the likely 
trends of national planning. And it must 
presently be possible for the Minister to lay 
down some general lines of policy for the 
redistribution of industry and population. 


On the problem of the rent restricted house 
and its repair and maintenance, Mr. Arnold- 
Forster said that the root of the trouble 
was an inflexible limitation of rents of some 
10 million dwellings to the sums that were 
paid in 1939 or some earlier date, in spite 
of the fact that the outgoings, and particu- 
larly the cost of repairs, which must be met 
out of such rents, had increased threefold 
in the last 12 years. To find the solution 
the clouds of prejudice must not be allowed 
to continue to obscure its consideration, and 
it would be well to lift this issue out of 
the field of party politics, and to recognise 
that the interests of landlords and tenants 
were not incompatible, as some were per- 
haps ‘inclined to believe, but rather that they 
were identical in the preservation of a home 
that was habitable. 


Quantity Surveyors’ Committee’s 
Dinner 


ME. DAVID ECCLES, Minister of 

Works, was well received as the princi- 
pal guest at the annual Charteréd Quantity 
Surveyors’ dinner at Grosvenor House, W.1, 
on Tuesday night. Mr. L. E. Henderson, 
F.R.LC.S., was in the chair. 


Proposing the toast of “Our Guests ” 
Mr. C. T. Every, C.B.E., F.R.I.C.S., referred 
to the difficult times that undoubtedly lay 
ahead both for their industry and the coun- 
try at large. He was pleased to see Sir Luke 
Fawcett, President of the N.F.B.T.O., there 
that night, and he believed they would have 
occasion to enlist his aid in the solution of 
their problems and in this connection he re- 
called the recent “very statesmanlike ” 
pronouncements of the T.U.C. 

Mr. Davip Ecctes, Minister of Works, 
replying to the toast of the ‘‘ Guests,” said 
it was absolutely essential, both at West- 
minister and in industry, to get back to true 
budgeting, and in this quantity surveyors had 
an important part to play. It was very 
easy for the Government to put a stop on 
the starting date of new building projects, 
but this was only a stop-gap action, and was 
not really the way to deal with an industry 
that needed to increase its productivity. 

The Minister went on to emphasise that 
he in his Department wanted nothing better 
than to help remove controls, but he 
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wanted the building industry and those pro- 
fessions which served it to tell him what 
controls they wanted to go—he was on their 
side. He likened the Government’s action 
in cutting down on building to saying 
to an overfat athlete, “we want to get 
off some of that fat only so that you can 
go on and win new championships.” 


The Government, of course, had a great 
concern for housing, but they wanted to get 
the extra houses without destroying the rest 
of the building industry. One way in which 
they hoped to increase the number of houses 
built was to make it possible for the industry 
to have continuity in contracts, and not to 
have to wait for fresh authorisations when 
one job came to an end before they could 
get on with the next. The quantity sur- 
veyors and others in the industry must them- 
selves work out ways of geting greater 
productivity than before—we had all got 
to get the fear out of freedom, a matter 
which would require co-operation from all 
sides of industry. They could not at preseni 
liberate the industry entirely as there was 
defence work which must be done to which 
the Government must give priority. One 


thing was clear, if we could not in this ° 


country expand our productivity we must 
resign ourselves to a lower standard of 
living. Mr. Eccles concluded by saying that 
he did not want hig Ministry to be giving 
orders; he wanted tod give the building 
industry the opportunity to expand. 


LorD MANCROFT, who seconded Mr. 
Eccles’ response, referred to the controver- 
sies over the proposed new Colonial office 
and the additions to Carlton House Terrace. 
He aroused some amusement by referring to 
John Nash as a “ jerrybuilder of genius,” but 
a builder nevertheless whose work had 
endured for 130 years, withstood two world 
wars and nine Government Departments! He 
could not believe that to add two storeys 
would improve the terrace; it would in fact 
ruin the one really fine ceremonial way we 
had in London. 


Among others present were: The Bishop 
of London, The Mayor of the City of West- 
minster, Mr. A. Graham Henderson, Mr. 
J. A. Arnold-Forster, Sir Harold Emmerson, 
Sir Charles Mole, Sir Luke Fawcett, Sir 
Arthur Whitaker, Sir Richard Coppock, Lord 
Mottistone, Sir Frederick Minter, Professor 
Sir Patrick Abercrombie, Major-General L. 
D. Grand, Mr. C. H. Aslin and Brigadier 
A. H. Killick. 


NATIONAL FEDERATION 
“AT HOME” 


BUILDERS from as far afield as Cumber- 
land and Cornwall were at the Building 
Exhibition on Tuesday last when Mr. 
Stephen Hudson, president of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
and Mrs. Hudson, were “At Home”. to 
members and friends on the National 
Federation stand. The various exhibits on 
the stand aroused considerable interest, par- 
ticularly the organisational chart showing 
the key position held by the National 
Federation in building affairs to-day. 


Later, the company adjourned to the 
Pillar Hall for tea, among the guests being 
Sir Harold Emmerson, Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of Works, and Lt.-Gen. Sir Thomas 
Hutton, K.C.1.E., of the Anglo-American 
Productivity Council. Altogether, it was a 
most enjoyable afternoon, not a little of its 
success being due to the presence of a large 
number of provincial members who made a 
special journey to London for the event. 
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.ATOMIC CENTRAL 
HEATING 


Development at Harwell 


ACCORDING to the Ministry of Supply, 
- Britain now has the first atomic central 
heating plant in the world. It is at the 
Ministry’s Atomic Research Establishment, 
Harwell, where from this Monday a build- 
ing containing 80 offices has drawn its heat 
direct from BEPO, the large experimental 
atom pile. 

Tests started with the new installation last 
week and have been completely successful. 
Eventually two, and perhaps three, more 
buildings will also have “atomic radiators ” 
and the Ministry’s coal consumption will be 
cut by at least 1,000 tons a year. After 
counting all incidental expenses, the saving 
in cash is estimated at £2,650 a year. . Costs 
of the installation amount to £15,000. 

The constant hot water which will flow 
through the pipes is obtained by placing a 
heat exchanger in the outlet air duct of the 
pile’s air-cooling system.. Here there is a by- 
pass fitted with a damper which can be 
adjusted to vary the proportion of the air 
flow passing through the heat exchanger. 
Hot water from the exchanger is then cir- 
culated in a closed circuit by a small pump 
to a secondary water-to-water heat ex- 
changer. This supplies hot water for space- 
heating and domestic hot water supplies. 

At prsent the air temperature at the pri- 
mary heat exchanger is 135 degrees Fahren- 
heit, and the water itself is heated to 130 
degrees. In 1952, when modifications to 
the pile have been completed, these tem- 
peratures will be substantially increased. 

There is no danger from radio-activity 
and the water can safely be used for wash- 
ing. 

The heat output designed for the first 
building is Im. B.T.U.s per hour, equal to 
about 200 electric fires, but for the final in- 
stallation the maximum output will be 
7,000,000 B.T.U.s per hour. The total floor 
area now being heated is 32,000 sq. ft. and 
the volume of space is 330,000 cu. ft. 

When the system is extended to include 
other buildings no other heat exchanging 
apparatus will be required, and it will only 
be necessary to connect the piping. 

The installation was carried out by the 
Ministry of Works in collaboration with the 
Engineering Division, A.E.R.E. The heat 
exchanger, measuring 10 ft. by 10 ft. by 
2 ft. 6 in., weighs eight tons. : 


A.R.C.U.K. PROSECUTION 
A Guildhall Case 


JaMes H. BuRLow, carrying on business 
under the name of D. Wilson and Partners, 
Buchanan Buildings, 24, Holborn, E.C.1, was 
convicted by Alderman Sir Bracewell Smith 
at Guildhall on November 15, and fined 
£20 with £5 5s. costs, at the instance of the 
Architects’ Registration Council, for carry- 
ing on business under the title of “Archi- 
tect,” not being registered under the Archi- 
tects’ Registration Acts. 

It: was proved in evidence that the 
defendant was the sole proprietor of the 
business and the words “Architects and 
Surveyors ” appeared both on his letter-paper 
and in several places.on the doors leading 
to his premises. 

Defendant’s counsel, Mr. Gilbert Rountree, 
unsuccessfully pleaded Section 17 of the 
Architects’ Registration Act, 1931, relying 
on the employment by the defendant of an 
architectural superintendent in charge of his 
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architectural work. The defendant stated in 
evidence that he had an agreement with his 
consultant architect, Mr. Alfred E. Night- 
ingale, aged 75, who was resident at Herne 
Bay and attended at defendant’s office as 
and when required, some four or five times 
a year. 

Counsel for the prosecution, Mr. Maurice 
Ahern, pointed out that in order to satisfy 
the conditions of Section 17 the business 
must be owned by a firm of two or more 
persons and that the Section did not apply 
in the case of a one-man business. 


DISPERSAL OF POPULATION 
A Policy. with Many Advantages 


R. ROBERT NOTT (secretary of the 
Building Centre), a member of the 
ex€cutive committee of the Town and 
Country Planning Association, recently 
addressed the Beckenham Planning Group 
on “ The Policy of Dispersal.” 

Mr. Notr said that by dispersal he meant 
the policy of forming or enlarging self-con- 
tained towns by taking industry, housing and 
social activities out from. the congested 
centres of our large cities. He did not mean 
the building of large housing estates which 
were merely dormitory suburbs nor the build- 
ing of industrial estates unrelated to housing 
for the people working there. 

+ The practice of dispersal was very much in 
the national interest on several grounds. 

First, on social grourids, it helped to satisfy 
the tremendous demand from all classes for 
homes with gardens and reduced the neces- 
sity for multi-storey blocks of flats, which 
he regarded as inhuman for families with 
young children. 

On economic grounds, it reduced the 
wastage of man-hours spent in travelling and 
also the burden on the nation of supporting 
vast and complex transport systems, which 
were huge -consumers of fuel and scarce 
materials — important matters from _ th2 
national viewpoint in these days of shortages. 

From the strategic angle, dispersal was the 
only answer to bombing, and for this reason 
the policy of dispersal of industry should b2 
pursued now. It was not sufficient to have 
plans merely for the dispersal of Government 
Departments. It was interesting to note that, 
although far less vulnerable to attack, the 
United States was much more concerned 
about this problem than was Great Britain. 

Industrialists in this country were already 
beginning to appreciate the opportunities 
offered by the new towns. Pioneer firms 
which had moved out to Crawley New Town 
were experiencing the advantages and found 
their staff enthusiastic. 


LIVERPOOL ARCHITECTURAL 
SOCIETY 


“ Honan” Scholarship Award 


Mr. K. L. Bartlett, Southworth-road, 
Newton-le-Willows, Lancs, has won the 
Liverpool Architectural Society’s “ Honan” 
Scholarship for 1951, open to all members 
of the Society under 30 years of age. 

There were 13 entrants, and the result was 
announced at the last meeting of \the 
Society by Mr. F. J. M. Ormrod, B.Arch., 
Dip.C.O.(Lvpl.), F.R.1.B.A., M.T.P.1., the 
President. . 

The scholarship is worth £50, and 
entitles the winner to travel abroad, after 
which he is expected to submit a paper to 
the Society. 

Mr. Bartlett became a Bachelor of Archi- 
tecture with first-class honours, in June. 
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LAW REPORT 


Electricity Board Fined £20,000 and 
Chairman Gaoled for Building 
Offences 


LEEDS ASSIZES 
BEFORE THE LORD CHIEF JUSTICE 
Rex v. Yorkshire Electricity Board 


HE trial was concluded at Leeds Assizes 
on November 16 of the Yorkshire 
Electricity Board, who had pleaded guilty 
to five charges in which they were accused 
of exceeding by £41,217 an authorisation to 
build an extension to the headquarters of 
the board at Séarcroft; and of Colonel 
Wilfred Mark Lapper, 58, the chairman of 
the board, and Mr. Frederick Newey, 58, 
the deputy chairman, who had both pleaded 
not guilty to five similar charges. 

The charges were all made under Regula- 
tion 56a of the Defence (General) Regula- 
tions, 1939. 

The jury found Lapper guilty on two 
charges—of exceeding by £41,217 an 
authorisation given by the Ministry of Fuel 
and Power; and of causing work to be 
carried out not in accordance with plans 
that had been submitted by the board to 
the Ministry. 

Newey was found not guilty of exceeding 
the authorisation given by the Ministry of 
Fuel and Power; but guilty on the charge 
of causing work to be carried out not in 
accordance with plahs submitted by the 
board. 

A formal verdict of not guilty was pro- 
nounced on Lapper and Newey on the two 
counts which concerned work done on 
tractor sheds at Scarcroft and work done 
at Bramhope. 

Lapper was sentenced to six months’ im- 
prisonment and Newey was fined £100. 

The board was fined £20,000 and was 
ordered to pay the costs of the proceedings. 

The Lord Chief Justice in his summing up 
said that both Lapper and Newey were full- 
time salaried members. of the Yorkshire 
Electricity Board, and the whole question 
was whether the defence had proved that 
the offence was committed without their 
knowledge. 

The court had heard a great deal about 
the size of the organisation and the burden 
which fell on the chairman and deputy 
chairman and the officers generally. No one 
would suggest that in such an organisation 
every detail should have to go before the 
board, but it was certainly the duty of the 
chairman and deputy chairman, salaried 
whole-time officers, to see that the Jaw was 
carried out. Everybody, with the honour- 
able exception of Newey, had tried to put 
the blame on somebody else for what had 
happened. 

Lord Goddard, continuing, said: “I 
cannot help thinking that the way the 
Ministry dealt with this matter from the 
outset has very largely led to the whole 
of this trouble.... If the Ministry gave 
what I may call ‘blind approval,’ without 
knowing the least bit about it except that 
they had got a plan which does not say 
whether the building is to be in marble, 
brick or stone, or what is really being pro- 
posed to be done, where is the control 
exercised? 

“The whole of this lamentable, miserable 
story we have been listening to this week is 
due to the fact that no one from the Ministry 
downwards to the young architect got out 
a specification for this work.” 
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THE POSITION OF PLANNING TO-DAY 


THE BUILDER 


Mr. E. H. Ford’s Presidential Address to the Town 


Planning 


ieee’ difficulties and problems which 

beset the earlier pioneers of town 
planning were referred to by Mr. E. H. 
Ford, O.B.E., M.T.P.1., M.I.C.E.,; in 
his presidential address to the Town 
Planning Institute in London on Novem- 
ber 8. After recalling many interesting 
personal reminiscences of the earlier days, 
Mr. Ford went on to examine the position 
of planning to-day, and the prospects 
before planners in the coming years. Mr. 
Forp said: How are we _ progressing 
to-day? I should imagine from the general 
tone of the Ministry of Local Government 
and Planning’s progress report to Parlia- 
ment on May 1, 1951, that the period 
1943-51 is regarded as fairly satisfactory. 
Whether all planning officers and the 
public share this optimism appears to me 
doubtful. 


Granted that the new planning Acts— 
and I include the New Towns Act and the 
National Parks Act—have done a great 
deal, it is in the unforeseen clashes of 
powers and the implementation of the 
objectives of the Acts, that some of our 
troubles have arisen. We can, of course, 
lay the blame for our slow progress on the 
international situation, the Russians, the 
dollar shortage, the Persians, or even 
development charges, but there are still 
some things which could be done to help 
us, and convince the general public that 
we are doing something which is likely to 
benefit them in their day and generation, 
and not merely drawing up pretty plans 
and pictures and putting circles on 
Ordnance sheets with mysterious letters 
in the quadrants. For instance :— 


REMOVING UNCERTAINTY 


(a) Why cannot the land question be 
simplified? People do not like and 
just cannot understand development 
charges, and -I’m not surprised! It is 
not my intention on this occasion to 
accept Lord Silkin’s recent challenge 
to propound an alternative land system. 


(6) Can we revive the system of 
advisory committees for large areas, 
whereby the county boroughs, county 
councils and all the borough, urban and 
rural authorities know exactly what the 
other is doing and how their schemes 
and ideas relate to and affect each other? 
Local councillors, I am told, feel that 
they are cut off from an intimate know- 
ledge of the proposals being made. 

(c) Can there be more delegation of 
work to borough, urban and rural 
district councils so that these bodies 
feel themselves closely in touch with 
the planning of their own areas? 


(d) Can the Ministry of Transport 
decide the lines of motor roads, and 
give each planning authority a lead as 
to priorities in the local new road 
programmes in which they are in- 
terested ? 

(e) The demands of the Ministry of 
Education for playing fields surely 
need still further revision. The effect 


Institute 


on housing (neighbourhood units) and 

agriculture, if the present standards 

are retained, and the land is sterilised 
from any other use, is likely to be 
disastrous ! 

(f) Many are of the opinion that one 
or two of the New Towns might be 
completed as rapidly as possible rather 
than disperse our limited resources 
over such a large number of New Towns. 

(g) Could more of the national re- 
sources in labour and capital be allocated 
to the blitzed cities, for at the present 
rate of progress the ruins will be there 
for two generations? 

On the other side of the picture we 
welcome the “ Preliminary Plan” for 
development—a practice in Coventry for 
15 years or more. 


Much progress has been made by 
planning officers discussing frankly their 
ideas with interests concerned, such as 
property owners, industrialists, and the 
advertising trade. 


In these uncertain times it is difficult 
to foresee what the future will bring. Shall 
we resort to underground living? I note 
that one competitor designed the new 
Coventry Cathedral underground—quite 
impressively, too. Or shall we have more 
hope and persist in our struggle for a 
good way of life on the surface? I think 
so. There is much to be done on de- 
velopment plans and I hope we shall 
soon be able to get coloured reproductions 
by a simple process. 


The ideal ‘‘ master plan”’ locked away 
in the planning officer’s ‘‘ bottom drawer,” 
should, in my opinion, be _ publicised 
even if the Ministry does not want it at 
present. 


It must be the basis from which the 
“stage plans”’ are derived and would 
be of greater intérest to the public, who 
would be able to see where the stage plans 
are leading. 


I have had to inspect a number of 
development plans myself and, even to 
my somewhat educated eye, they do not 
convey clearly the ultimate aim and detail 
of the scheme. 


I came across the following quotation 
the other day :— 


Reading the history of the fourth 
and fifth centuries, one sees a world 
tottering to its fall in anarchy, civil war 
and barbarian invasion. ‘Taxation was 
crushing, the tyranny of a _ swollen 
bureaucracy unendurable ; the middle 
classes, overloaded with unpaid social 
services, were disintegrating ; the upper 
classes had seen their fortunes go to a 
State whose demands were no longer 
satisfied by ordinary taxation; the 
small farms were breaking up; the 
labourers were flocking to the cities ; 
the standards of art and morals were 
declining and side by side with this 
picture of a society in its death throes 
was a vulgar display of wealth by the 
few in whose hands money had accumu- 
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lated, vast public doles and festivals, 
huge building enterprises, which be- 
came bigger and more pointless the 
poorer became the State. 


Does it hold up a mirror to our times? 
Some say that history repeats itself and 
that mankind has never learned to 
appreciate the lessons of its past. 


DANGERS TO BRITAIN 


That is as maybe, but to-day there are 
influential people who try to warn us. 
For instance, Lord Portsmouth declares 
that there is danger in our association 
with the great machine-driven Powers, 
but that fact in itself makes the British 
way of life more valuable yet more 
vulnerable than ever before. He says, 
‘Unless we search the depths of our own 
tradition and character for the strength to 
use our native ways to redeem our own 
land and teach the world that the machine 
must be the servant and not the master, 
our influence for good will be lost.” 


I remember that at the Cambridge 
Conference of the Town and Country 
Planning Association in 1942, which was 
discussing Sir Patrick Abercrombie’s paper 
on Architecture and Amenities, I said 
that architects should be very careful of 
dictation by the structural engineer, who, 
in my opinion, ought to be the servant 
and not the master of the architect. 
Which brings me to. the recent Festival 
exhibition, where even Dr. Gropius 
admitted there was “‘ not much applied 
decoration’”’ and although the inside 
of the Festival Hall aroused his enthusiasm, 
he remarked that a building should not be 
designed ‘“‘ from the inside out ”’—from 
which I gather that the outside came rather 
as a shock, even to him, as a permanent 
structure. 


I would advise everyone to read care- 
fully the letter from Mr. R. R. Haggard 
which appeared in our Journal of Novem- 
ber-December, 1949, where the ideas of 


-the “‘ customer ”’, to whom we have to 


sell our planning, are set out; I can 
only quote the last paragraph :-— 


If planning is to succeed, it must do 
so with the good will of the individual 
citizen. To gain this good will, every- 
one engaged in. planning should work 
hard at helping the individual and not, 
as is so often the case to-day, view him 
as another nuisance who ‘“ doesn’t 
understand things at all.””’ If modifica- 
tions to the Act are to be considered, 
surely the most important ones are 
those which make it a little more 
acceptable to the customer. 


PLANNING AND THE PEOPLE 


I would also like to think we have all 
read the interesting paper given by G. 
Grenfell Baines, ‘‘’The Human Element 
in Planning,” at the recent conference 
of the Royal Sanitary Institute held at 
Southport. Mr. Desmond Heap in his 
admirable paper at the Cambridge Sum- 
mer School, 1948, made a plea for what 
the Minister (Lord Silkin) termed a 


“humane administration” of the 1947. 


Act. 


That leads me to another point, viz., 
that planning must not get so far away 
from the people that they become comatose 
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and just don’t care. Central government 
should, I think, be prepared to trust local 
government more, and give it greater 
responsibility. The necessity for rearma- 
ment will undoubtedly upset the more 
natural movements of population and the 
use of land, especially in rural districts. 
That rather hateful phrase, “‘ expediency 
planning,” is with us, and I cannot see 
how we can avoid a certain set-back to 
our planning work. Grim industrial 
chaos, areas of “ blight,” slums and all 
the rest, including agricultural distur- 
bances, will be with us for a long time. 

It will be a test of our planning abilities 
to find ways and means to ameliorate 
these unfortunate conditions so that as 
far as possible the ideals of a better ordered 
town and country may emerge. 

I think that in the next few years, if we 
are tactful in our approaches to the long- 
suffering British public, and adopt a 
policy of “‘ Thou shalt ” instead of “‘ Thou 
shalt not,” then we may do much to remove 
the unjustified stigma laid on town and 
country planning that it is “‘ just one more 
of those hateful controls.”” Thus we may 
hope to meet some of the points made by 
Lady Pepler in her article in the April 
number of Town and Country Planning 
describing the frustration and hopeless- 
ness of the overcrowded people in London. 

Before closing, I must mention the 
report by Sir George Schuster’s commit- 
tee on the qualification of planners. The 
policy and education committees of the 
Institute have been giving much careful 
thought to the report, and other institutes 
have kindly let us have their views. 
This is all to the good and no doubt 
improvements in our educational system 
will be considered. Our research com- 
mittee is doing splendid work, likewise 
the planning officers’ committee in con- 
sidering the reports from every part of 
Britain on the working of the 1947 
Town and Country Planning Act and 
allied Acts. One thing is certain, I 
think, however, that the Institute will 
always be a professional society. 

Finally, I am exceedingly fortunate in 
having as vice-presidents such able and 
trusted friends as Mr. Beaufoy and 
Professor Holford. With their assistance 
and the never-failing support of Sir 
George Pepler, Sir Howard Roberts and 
Mr. Potter and his staff I hope the Insti- 
tute, the Council, and all members and 
students will have a useful and pleasant 
year. : 


DISCUSSION 


Moving a vote of thanks to the new 
president, Mr. S. L. G. Beauroy (Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government), a 
vice-president, said planning had run like 
a silver thread through the whcle pattern 
of Mr. Ford’s progress and professional 
career. Mr. Ford had told the members 
in his address that when he was articled he 
was placed in an office where the borough 
surveyor was a fine artist, the deputy was 
an enthusiast in church architecture, and 
the architectural assistant was a cultured 
man. At least the architect was in the 
first three! He hoped the engineer laid 
some artistic drains and the architect 
designed some cultured conveniences ! 

It was tribute to the architectural aspect 
of Mr. Ford’s career that he had been 
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appointed chairman of the committee 
which dealt with the selection of the 
designs for the rebuilding of Coventry 
Cathedral. It was in that city that he 
had done most of his work and it was as 
“* Ford of Coventry ” that most members 
of the Institute knew him. 

Speaking of the need for planners to 
bring the public along much more with 
them, Mr. Beaufoy said planning would 
fail if it did not receive public support. 
Many people still had an unfortunate 
opinion of planning. They thought it 
consisted almost entirely of banning 
things. It was necessary to propagate the 
“* master plan ” idea and “‘ master plans ”’ 
should be made public. He thought Mr. 
Ford’s suggestion that this should be 
done, even if the Ministry did not want it 
at present, was an excellent one. The 
Ministry did not want piles of plans but 
it did want them to be clear, and the 
pictorial kind was the kind which the 
layman could most easily understand. 
Anything which could be done to get 


‘planning still more easily understood by 


the public was all to the good, because 
there was still a great public desire to 
understand planning. 

Planning officers would agree that there 
had been a great deal of progress in recent 
years. For the first time planning 
authorities had covered the country with 
a basic survey. For the first time they 
really knew something about their own 
areas. For the first time planning was 
related to what was practicable to carry 
out. So many times planners had been 
called “‘long haired” (that might have 
been because they had been too busy 
lately to have their hair cut!). He did 
not accept that title. 

Again, for the first time we had a 
complete range of planning legislation. 
It was not, perhaps, free from mistakes, 
even as planners were not free from 
mistakes (not even the Ministry was) but 
we were all learning in a wider and more 
scientific field than before. 


PLANNING AND THE PUBLIC 


Mr. Beaufoy thought the acceptance 
of planning by the public depended very 
much on planners seeing that the public 
was not hampered by petty restrictions 
too much. Planners could demonstrate 
by providing proof of the economy, 
convenience and beauty of planning that 
it was as essential to community life as 
it was in private affairs. 

Referring to the’ president’s quotation 
from a history of the fourth and fifth 
centuries, Mr. Beaufoy said he liked to 
think that our progress in planning could 
be compared to the Ionic volute. It 
appeared to come back to the same spot, 
but really this spot was always further on. 

Mr. Ford had _ succeeded to the 
presidency at a difficult period. Many 
problems were facing the Institute but 
there always were problems. He would 
have the wholehearted support of the 
members in his efforts to do so. 

Seconding, PRoFEssor W. G. HoLForpD 
(vice president) said that at the present 
time the politics of planning—which must, 
by its very nature be an all-party matter— 
was prevented from full development by 
the politics of government—which at the 
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moment was very much a party matter. 
He felt that both the system of govern- 
ment and that of planning were facing 
an economic blizzard and perhaps it was 
symptomatic of that blizzard that people 
tended to huddle a little closer for protec- 
tion and mutual support. Both in plan- 
ning and in political spheres we were 
trying to get rid of disorder, waste and 
congestion and to prevent thé standard of 
living from drifting. Whether this crowd- 
ing together would lead to overcrowding 
he could not say. But at times this 
getting closer together became a source of 
irritation. We should be careful that the 
density did not become too great ! 

The president in his paper had shown a 
quiet “and unassuming appreciation for 
the small but very real things, the real 
benefits which planning could bring 
about. To him that was going to be a 
source of reserve strength for the Institute 
in the near future—that they could point 
to the fact that they had been able to 
bring about an improvement in environ 
ment for themselves and all of us. 


DEFICIENCY ON L.C.C. HOUSING 
ACCOUNTS 
£3,414,449 in 1950-51 


PPHE finance committee of the London 

County Council, in their report pre- 
sented on Tuesday, state that the total defici- 
ency on the housing accounts for 1950-51 
amounted to £3,414,449, of which about 
£14 m. was met by Government grants and 
the remainder from rates. 

The cost of maintaining the waiting list 
was £100,475, equivalent io £8 6s. per let- 
ting, excluding transfers between estates 
Supervision and management of dwellings 
cost £691,020 (£5 4s. per dwelling). 

For all dwellings provided by the Council 
since 1919, the average total cost per dwell- 
ing was 19s. 4d. a week of which the tenant 
bears Ils. 8d., the Council 3s. 4d. and the 
Exchequer 4s. 4d. 

The drive to overtake war-time arrears 
of repairs and redecorations continued 
during 1950-51 and expenditure (£1,992,399) 
out of the repairs and renewals fund for 
post-1919 dwellings, exceeded transfers to 
the fund by over £700,000. The balance 
remaining in the fund on March 31 was 
£3,251,985, and it is to be expected that 
at the present rate it will continue to dimin- 
ish rapidly. The -corresponding fund for 
pre-1919 dwellings was reduced during 
1950-51 from £223,831 to £91,368, and it is 
expected that this will be exhausted during 
1951-52. 

Capital expenditure on housing during 
1950-51 totalled over £183 million. 


Acquisition of the Brandon Estate 


At their meeting on November 20, the 
L.C.C. had before them a recommendation 
from the housing committee to accept the 
offer of the Church Commissioners to sell 
their Brandon Estate in Southwark and 
Camberwell. The committee recommended 
approval of an estimate of capital liability 
of £250,000 to cover the cost of acquisition 
and partial clearance of the estate, which 
covers about 56 acres and is predominantly 
residential. The buildings generally are 
about 100 years old and comprise some 
1,040 houses, 40 shops, 19 industrial or 
commercial buildings and three licensed 
premises. The committee state that the 
estate would provide a useful pool of accom- 
modation fer rehousing purposes. 








726 : THE BUILDER 


HOUSING PROGRESS 
Figures for September 


HE Housing Progress Reports presented to Parliament on November 7 as White Papers* 

by the Minister of Housing and Local Government and the Secretary of State for Scotland, 

show that the number of permanent houses completed in Great Britain during September was 
17,168 compared with 14,747 in August, 15,965 in July, and with 17,398 in September, 1950. 

The total number of houses completed under the post-war programme is now 1,118,630 
(961,484 permanent and 157,146 temporary). 

During September homes were provided by new building, repair of uninhabitable houses 
cand conversion for 17,980 families, compared with 15,468 in August and 16,675 in July. This 
brings the total number of families rehoused by these methods under the post-war programme to 
1,408,134. This total does not include homes provided in Service camps or requisitioned 
properties. 


PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS COMPLETED 

















GreaT BrITAIN ENGLAND AND WALES 
Total to Completi Completi Totals to | Completions | Completions 
Sept. 30, in in Sept. 30, in in 
1951 September August 1951 September August 
Local authoritiest ... cool 0a, as 14,076 11,981 654,896 11,890 10,562 
Private builders ne pak 139,594 1,999 1,811 133,667 1,827 1,756 
Housing associations ei 7,161 230 184 6,853 208 184 
Government departments... 18,650 772 697 16,906 673 662 
War destroyed ‘ 
houses rebuilt— 
(1) Local authorities eid 9,215 - —_ 6 8,425 — 2 
(2) Under licence ... +7 33,950 91 68 33,673 69 68 
Total ... | 961,484 17,168 14,747 854,420 14,667 13,234 























PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS UNDER CONSTRUCTION 














GreaT BRITAIN ENGLAND AND WALES 
Under con- | Increase or June Under con- | Increase or June 

struction decrease increase or struction decrease increase or 

at on decrease on at on decrease on 
Sept. 30 June 3 March 31 Sept. 30 June 30 Mar. 31 
Local authoritiest ... nied 191,387 11,528 7,774 155,744 8,393 4,891 
Private builders xe a 21,137 595 3,046 19,109 481 2,616 
Housing associations vie 1,838 —66 34 1,600 —62 44 
Government departments ... 10,839 450 1,378 9,616 . 485 1,309 

War destroyed 
houses rebuilt— 

(1) Local authorities wr 162 27 64 162 31 70 
(2) Under licence ee 1,134 —136 —250 974 —116 —211 
Total ... «| 226,497 12,398 12,046 187,205 9,212 8,719 























It is estimated that at the end of September there were 229,500 men employed on the con- 
struction of permanent houses and preparation of housing sites in Great Britain. This figure 
does not include the number of men directly employed by local authorities. 


SUMMARY OF HOUSING PROGRESS REPORTS 





ENGLAND AND WALES SCOTLAND GREAT BRITAIN 





Sept. 30 June 30 Sept. 30 June 30 Sept. 30 June 30 





Completed some and Flats 





Permanent . 854,420 811,897 170, 064 101,707 961,484 913,604 
Temporary — ee one 124, 970 124,970 32,176 32,176 157,146 157,146 
Total ... ---| 979,390 936,867 139,240 133,883 1,118,630 1,070,750 





Under Construction 
Permanent . «| 187,205 177,993 39,292 36,106 226,497 214,099 


Tenders Approved(a) 
(Local Authority new 


houses) ... FH ..-| 858,551 819,530 144,528 135,226 1,003,079 954,756 
and approvals 
issued (a) 
- (Private Builders new 
houses) ... ae ---| 160,005 154,548 9,006 8,506 169,011 163,054 
Tenders Approved and Licences} 
issued (a 
(New houses all agencies in- 
PP ne wy Lemay houses)... Sey 1,054,749 159,011 148,899 1,261,863 1,203,648 
mes provided (6) 1,262,843 1,218,182 145,291 139,847 1,408,134 1,358,029 























(a) Includes dwellings under construction and completed. 
(6) Excludes homes provided in Service camps or requisitioned properties. 





* poy F Housing Return for England and Wales, September 30, 1951, H.M. Stationery Office, price 1s., post- 
ree Is. ; 


* Cmd. 8,390 Housing Return for Scotland, September 30, 1951, H.M. Stationery Office, price 9d., post-free 104d. 
+ In Scotland includes houses built or being built by Scottish Special Housing Associations. 
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OBITUARY 


Sir Peirson Frank 


Sir Peirson Frank, whose death at the 
age of 70 has recently taken place, . was 
Chief Engineer and County Surveyor to the 
London County Council from 1930-46, 
when he retired-and went into private prac- 
tice as a partner in the firm of Coode, 
Vaughan-Lee, Frank and Gwyther. From 
1926-30 he had been City Engineer, Liver- 
pool, previous to which he had been at 
Plymouth and Cardiff. During the war Sir 
Peirson Frank was given complete charge 
of co-ordinating road repairs and public 
utility services in the London Civil Defence. 
Region. He was President of the Institu- 
tion of Civil Engineers in 1945. 


F. W. Deas, F.R.1.B.A. 


We regret to announce the death of Mr. 
Francis William Deas, F.R.I.B.A., late of 
Edinburgh. Mr. Deas was in his 90th year. 


DENATIONALISATION OF ROAD 
HAULAGE 


Abolition of 25-mile Limit 


TS plan for the de-nationalisation of road 
haulage has been submitted to the 
Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation 
(the Rt. Hon. J. S. Maclay) by the Road 
Haulage Association. Referring to the basic 
principles of de-nationalisation, the Associa- 
tion states:— 


In approaching the method of carrying out 
the return of road haulage to private enter- 
prise, consideration has been given to a 
number of points affecting the method of 
implementing the broad policy. It was felt 
that in the first place the basic principles of 
the Association’s policy should be clearly 
emphasised. Accordingly, the following are 
stated as the basic principles for de- 
nationalising road haulage:— 

(1) That the 25-mile limit imposed by the 
Transport Act, 1947, be abolished forth- 
with. (2) That as from a date to be speci- 
fied all goods vehicles operated by the 
British Transport Commission shall at that 
date be deemed to be licensed under the 
Road and Rail Traffic Act, 1933, with 
“A” licences issued by the licensing 
authority for the traffic area in which such 
vehicles are based. (3) That all vehicles, 
equipment and premises embraced in the 
undertaking of the Road Haulage Executive 
be sold to free enterprise. 


COPPER AND ZINC 
New Restrictions 


The Minister of Supply (Mr. Duncan 
Sandys) has made a new Order extending the 
list of articles in which the use of copper, 
zinc and their alloys is banned. This Order 
(The Copper and Zinc Prohibited Uses 
(Ministry of Supply) (No. 2) Order, 1951, 
S.I. 1951, No. 1960) came into operation on 
November 20, and lists a number of goods 
in the following categories as well as some 
miscellaneous articles: Agricultural and 
garden requisites, electrical and gas equip- 
ment and fittings, builders’ hardware and 
fittings, furniture and equipment, household 
appliances, equipment in passenger transport 
vehicles, air-conditioning equipment. 

Under the Order manufacturers holding 
copper or zinc or their alloys in a fabricated 
or partly processed state at the date of the 
Order will be allowed to .use them until 
February 1, 1952, for the manufacture of 
articles which have now been added to the 
prohibited list. 





des 
the 


Thi 
for 
cou 
is | 
not 
ma 


the 
ta: 
to 
fact 
con 
den 
cral 
sma 
on 
|| a 
Lie 
Wil 
whi 
attr: 
FE 
for 
and 
man 
can 
a ce 
cran 
and 
radi 
addi 
self- 
fact 
due 
A 
win 
Mac 
winc 
fore 
prov 
bott 
attac 
from 
direc 
per | 
> 
desig 
wince 
with 


Bl 
To 


-and 


whic! 
a to 
Met: 
No. 

trans 
capac 
hopp 
in 1 
prese 
batch 
silo. 

holdi 
small 
help 

The { 
ing tt 


:mobil 








November 23 1951 


THE BUILDER 


727 


NEW IDEAS AT THE BUILDING EXHIBITION 


Advances in the Design of Equipment and the 
Production of Materials | 


[By Our Special Representative] 


[8 this, our third article on the Building 
Exhibition, an endeavour is made to 
describe some of the’ new developments in 
the building materials and equipment trades 
-which have not been seen at Olympia before. 
This year’s exhibition is already well known 
for being the largest ever held in’ this 
country—and probably in the world—and it 
is satisfactory to find that this increase is 
not one of mere size, but has been well 
matched by advances in technical progress. 


The need for a greater mechanisation of 
the building industry, particularly in regard 
to the handling of materials, has been well 
to the fore in recent months, and manu- 
facturers of plant and machinery have shown 
considerable resource in meeting these 
demands. The employment of mobile tower 
cranes for ordinary housing work and 
smaller buildings, already in common use 
on the Continent, is being advocated, and 
it is not surprising, therefore, that the 
Liebherr tower crane shown by Thos. C. 
Wild (Machinery), Ltd. (Stand No. X, 376), 
which dominates the Empire Hall, has 
attracted considerable attention. 

The crane is made in three sizes, suitable 
for multi-storey flats, factories or houses, 
and by taking materials direct to the crafts- 
man’s elbow it is claimed that labour costs 
can be cut by at least 50 per cent., with 
a consequent large increase in output. The 
crane, which is rail-mounted, slews, travels 
and has three speeds to all motions, and its 
radius can be altered in two minutes; in 
addition, it is easily transportable and largely 
self-erecting. The Liebherr crane is manu- 
factured in Germany, but it is hoped in 
due course to manufacture it in this country. 


An entirely new design in miniature 
winches is being shown by A.C.E. 
Machinery, Ltd. (Stands Nos. O, 281/2): The 
winch weighs only 140 Ib., and can there- 
fore easily be carried by two men, and is 
provided with a king post with top and 
bottom 2 in. diameter stubs, permitting easy 
attachment. to tubular scaffolding. Loads of 
from 1 cwt. to 3 cwt. can be handled by 
direct lift at speeds of 175 ft. and 90 ft. 
per minute, and with the two-fall rig up to 
5 cwt. can be lifted. The equipment is 
designed for instantaneous separation of 
winch and jib, and is supplied with or 
without scaffold jib. 


BULK MOVEMENT OF CEMENT 


To save labour in the handling of cement, 
-and to do away with the need for bags— 
which in itself effects an economy of 18s. 
-a ton of cement—Concrete Equipment and 
Metal Products (Westminster), Ltd. (Stand 
No. Y, 388), are showing for the first time 
transportable cement silos of varying 
capacities with controlled discharge. A 
hopper on the silo measures out the cement 
in 1 cwt. or 2 cwt. lots, and work is at 


present in progress in perfecting a weigh- ~ 


batching device for incorporation with the 
silo. Containers are supplied capable of 
holding from 1 to 5 tons of cement, the 
smaller units being designed especially to 
help the small and medium sized builder. 
The firm also supplies@ gantry for off-load- 
ing the cement containers when overhead or 
mobile cranes are not available, and the 





appropriate bench equipment for support- 
ing the containers. 

Thos. W. Ward, Ltd. (Stands Nos. U, 
350/1), are showing their new twin - tank 
units for transporting and unloading bulk 
cement. Manhandling, waste and, of course, 
bags are eliminated by the use of the equip- 
ment, and seven tons of cement can be 
unloaded on site through pipe lines, with the 
aid of compressed air, in 17 to 20 minutes, 
if necessary to a height of 35 ft. above 
ground level. Hopper units can be mounted 
singly or in multiples on suitable trailer or 
chassis complete with compressors and drive. 
When the equipment is mounted on trailers 
the power take-off of the tractor is used to 
cperate the compressors. Blaw Knox, Ltd. 
(Stand No. P, 291), are showing an improved 
lightweight folding weigher available for 7S 
and 10S Rex concrete mixers. 


HYDRAULIC SHOVELLING 


Excavating and earth-moving equipment, 
mainly concentrated at the west end of the 
Grand Hall, is strongly featured this year. 
F. E. Weatherill, Ltd. (Stand No. B, 19), are 
showing a new development in mechanical 
handling, the Weatherill hydraulic loading 
shovel. Advantages of the shovel are its 
wide scoop, which clears a track wide enough 
for the front wheels of the tractor to pass 
through; the fully-controlled operation of the 
scoop, both for tipping and returning; and 
its low effective working height of 7 ft., 
which allows it to work where there is little 
headroom. The tipping height can, however, 
be raised to 11 ft. H. A. Saunders, Ltd. 
(Stands Nos. G, 162/3), are showing. for the 


first time, the Loyd Dragon diesel track- 
layer tractor; it contains several innovations, 
including the fitting of the Qnions scraper 
power control unit. Chaseside Engineering 
Co., Ltd. (Stand No. H, 169), have on view 
a new light excavator—the successor to their 
mechanical shovel. 

The new Thwaites dumper is the special 
feature of the Thwaites Agricultural Engin- 
eering Co., Ltd. (Stand No. 478, Gallery). 
Prolonged trials have led to the production 
of the present machine, which has been 
described as the maid-of-all-work for the 
building site. This three-wheeled dumper 
has been designed to take rough ground and 
other ebstacles in its stride; it has a long 
wheelbase, but a-high degree of manoeu- 
vrability is provided by its small turning 
circle of 6 ft. radius. The dumper has a 
capacity of 10 cubic ft. flush; a loading height 
of 2 ft. 6 in., enabling it to be used in con- 
junction with the usual type of concrete 
mixer; a driving seat easily accessible from 
either side; and is taxable for use on ithe 
public highway. 

R. A. Lister and Co., Ltd. (Stands Nos. H, 
170/1 and J, 212/3), are displaying their 
new Lister Eclipse portable telescopic tower 
ladder, which is mounted on a Lister Auto- 
Truck. The tower ladder is hydraulically 
operated and has a height, at full extension, 
of 24 ft. 6 in. With tower closed, and 
handrails folded, the overall height is 11 ft. 
3 in. The platform at the top of the ladder 
measures 4 ft. by 2 ft. and provides ample 
working room for most tasks requiring a 
tower ladder. The framework of the ladder 
is of Canadian timber and English ash. 


PREFABRICATED BUILDINGS 


New developments incorporating improved 
methods of construction are a feature of the 
Bristol Aeroplane Co. (Housing), Ltd. (Stand 





In this group, taken at the opening of the Building Exhibition last week, are seen (left to right) : 


Mr. 


G. H. A. Hughes, Director of the L.M.B.A., Mrs. David Eccles, Mrs. Stanley Hearder, Mr. 


David Eccles, Minister of Works, Mr. Stanley Hearder, Director of the N.F.B.T.E., and Mr. 
Stephen Hudson, President of the N.F.B.T.E. 
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Transportable cement silos manufactured by Concrete Equipment aud Metal Products 
(Westminster) Ltd., being unloaded with the aid of the gantry that straddles the lorry. 


No. B, 27), exhibit of Bristol permanent 
aluminium buildings. D. Anderson and Son, 
Ltd. (Stand No. F, 126), are showing a new 
roofing system called “ Thermolith,” while 
William Briggs and Sons, Ltd. (Stands Nos. 
B, 32/33), feature “ Bitumetal,” a recent 
development of roofings and aluminium com- 
bining ceiling, roof-deck and heat insulation. 

Wm. Logan and Sons (Stand No. K, 222) 
are showing their Shell Beam Units, a new 
method to speed up building construction. 
It is claimed that the use of the units, which 
does not necessitate radically new designs 
and can be incorporated in_ traditional 
buildings, make possible a potential sav- 
ing of 50 per cent. in materials and up to 
8 per cent. in labour. The units, it is 
claimed, combine the principles of shell con- 
struction and stressed skin technique, and 
are preformed in barrel-vault shape, their 
shell consisting of layers of concrete spaced 
by an insulating core. Maximum span of 
the units, without intermediate support, is 
12 ft. 

On exhibition for the first time, by British 


Building and Engineering Appliances, Ltd. 


(Stand No. X, 375), is No-Bolt tubular 
scaffolding. This type of scaffolding, designed 
to save labour in erection and dismantling, 
employs a system of coupling between sec- 
tions based on the use of wedges, 


which can be knocked into permanent lock- 
ing position by a few taps of a hammer. 
W. C. Youngman, Ltd. 
218/9), are featuring 


(Stands Nos. K, 
their new product, 





~ COT os 


Ms Mg 


Rungway, which provides a ready-made pati 
on building sites. 


WOODWORKING MACHINERY 


In the Empire Hall is to be found one of 
the most comprehensive exhibits of wood- 
working machinery yet staged. Danckaerts 
Woodworking Machinery, Ltd. (Stand No. 
Y, 389), exemplify the skill and ingenuity 
of manufacturers in catering for the needs 
of all users of wood; they are displaying a 
range of machines which, it is claimed, have 
never before been exhibited in this country. 
These machines include a 36-in. sectional 
feed thicknesser which has four _indi- 
vidual sets of feed rollers and chip breaker 
hoods and an infinitely variable feed gear; 
a 27-in. 3-cutter of very compact design; 
and a new belt-driven router. R. S. Brook- 
man, Ltd. (Stand No. Y, 382) introduce the 
self-feed multi-drill system, by means 
of which small screw holes, etc., can be 
bored automatically at a single pass. A. 


Cooksley and Co., Ltd. (Stand No. X, 378), 


are showing a special form of milling table 
cross-cut saw, now in the later stages of 
development. The Kine Engineering Co., 
Ltd. (Stand No. Y, 384), show their new 
Multico 12-in. circular saw _ bench; 
J. Sagar and Co., Ltd. (Stands Nos. V, 359 
and W, 364) are displaying a new triple- 
drum sander; Wadkin, Ltd. (Stand No. U, 
352-3), a new heavy-duty spindle moulder; 
Thomas White and Sons, Ltd. (Stand Nos. 
V, 357 and W, 366) the Trufeed straight- 
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line edging saw; and the Dominion Machin- 
ery Co., Ltd., a new bench spindle moulder, 
trenching machine, band saw and bench- 
surfacing machine (Stand No. X, 370): 


SCIENTIFIC FLUE DESIGN 


The present-day need for fuel economy 
lends added interest to the Finch Chimney 
Throat Unit, a building accessory shown for 
the first time by B. Finch and Co., Ltd. 
(Stands Nos. A, 11-12). This is a precast 
concrete fitting designed on scientific lines to 
form the link betweert the fireplace or appli- 
ance and the chimney flue, and can be 
quickly fitted when the fireplace is being 
installed. Among the advantages claimed 
for the fitting are that it adopts the “ Rum- 
ford” principles of a streamlined throating 
with a _ flue; effectively baffles down- 
draughts, thus eliminating the need for 
cowls; protects the back of the surround 
from excessive heat; and conduces to room 
warmth by preventing excessive quantities 
of air going up the chimney. The firm 
operates under the Coal Utilisation Joint 
Council service and distribution scheme for 
solid fuel burning appliances. 

Thermalite, Ltd. (Stand No. S, 327), are 
demonstrating the many properties of 
Thermalite, a new lightweight structural 
material, which is manufactured in 18-in. by 
9-in. blocks of various thicknesses. A new 
textured faced Thermalite masonry block 
is also shown. 

The Rawiplug Co., Ltd. (Stand No. 
L, 239), are showing the Rawiplug “ Drill- 
Hammer,” a device for fitting to an electric 
drill for converting rotary motion into 
hammer blows, thus making it possible for 
one tool to do two jobs. A special feature 
is the automatic clutch, which ensures that 
the striking mechanism does not come into 
operation until the tool is pressed against 
the masonry. 

Secomastic, Ltd. (Stand No. A, 3) are 
showing for the first time a new type of 
hand caulking gun, which reduces hand 
pressure by half, compared with earlier 
models; has a rotatable barrel and bayonet 
cap; and a tapered nozzle of two types, 
#-in. and }-in. aperture. 


A NEW PLUG-FIRING GUN 


F. H Bourner and Co. (Engrs.), Ltd. 
(Stand No. 491, Gallery), are exhibiting for 
the first time the Supa-Dynamic rapid plug- 
firing gun which, with the aid of a charge 
from a small cartridge, will secure plugs 
of various types very firmly in steel joists, 
concrete, brickwork and other hard materials. 
The manufacturers believe that the gun, 
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A combined air-intake and burnt gas flue supplied with the new built-in Ascot water heater, and (right) the A.C.E. miniature winch. 
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Six types of decorative figured rolled building glass shown for the first time by Chance Brothers, Ltd. 


which is on the same lines as similar tools 
in wide use in the U.S.A., has a consider- 
able future in this country. 


Among new materials, Asbestolux, manu- 
factured by the Cape Asbestos Co., Ltd. 
(Stand No. 426, Gallery), appears to be one 
of the most promising. This is an incom- 
bustible building board which, it is claimed, 
possesses twice the thermal insulation value 
and half the weight of comparable products. 
It is also claimed for the board that it does 
not crack or shatter when exposed to a 
naked flame; it is completely stable and will 
not warp or twist; it is unaffected by steam 
or immersion in water; it is resistant to acids; 
and is easily worked with ordinary joiners’ 
tools, and can be nailed up to half an inch 
from the edge. Although not exhibited be- 
fore, the material has already been used 
extensively in the building of hangers 
at London Airport. Although not a new 
product, Expandite, Ltd. (Stand No. K, 227), 
are showing their rubber water stops for the 
first time. 


J. Berry and Sons, Ltd. (Stand No. 
Gallery, 417), are showing for the first tinte 
a new grade of their Berboard, known as 
“ Berboard (W. R.),” with a water repellant 
finish which enables it to be used in damp 
situations. Whitney-Fairchild, Ltd, (Stand 
No. Gallery, 477), are showing a new type 
of flooring designed to combine hard-wear- 
ing qualities with warmth and comfort. The 
product, known as Plasticork, is, as its name 
implies, made from cork and a plastic 
material. The floor may be laid from } in. 
to § in. thick on any concrete or screed of 
reasonable smoothness. 


John Board and Co., Ltd. (Stand Nos. 
H, 189 and J, 194) claim that their Weather- 
block plain tiles are the most striking im- 
provement in design for over 50 years. The 
Marley Tile Co., Ltd. (Stands Nos. H, 180/ 
181 and J 202/203) report a good reception 
for their new Yeoman tile, which is of 
Roman type. The Redhill Tile Co., Ltd. 
(Stand No. E, 99) have, in their Redland 
“50,” a new Roman pattern interlocking 


tile which is laid on a four-hipped roof with 
special socket hip fittings. Semtex, Ltd. 
(Stand No. E, 101) are exhibiting special 
plastic tiles and a new floor finish. E. J. 
Elgood, Ltd (Stand No. B, 35) are featuring 
their Fluid Glass floor seal, a new finish 
for linoleum, cork or wooden floors. 


DEVELOPMENT IN WATER HEATING 


Among domestic fittings exhibited by 
Ascot Gas and Water Heaters, Ltd. (Stand 
No. N, 269), is the new Ascot water heater, 
the bulk of which fits snugly into the thick- 
ness of an 11-in. cavity wall, leaving only a 
small protrusion on the inner side enclosed 
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by a porcelain enamel shield, is attracting 
considerable attention. It is probably the © 
neatest gas water heater yet seen in this 
country, and a special feature is the com- 
bined exterior air-intake and burnt gas flue, 
which obviates the need for an ugly pipe. 
The heater is intended primarily for use in 
mew dwellings, where the pre-cast asbestos 
cement flue unit and container that goes 
into the wall can easily be put in place by 
the bricklayer when the wall is built; the 
heater itself is added when the house is 
complete. Fitting the unit to existing 
property naturally involves more labour, but 
is perfectly practicable. 

Ideal Boilers and Radiators, Ltd. (Stand 
No. Q, 308), are showing their new 
Coralline bathroom suite, and also new and 
improved models of their domestic boilers, 
and the Hestess sink. 

Easiclene Porcelain Enamel (1938), Ltd. 
(Stand No. K, 224) are showing their new 
Three-in-One kitchen unit, comprising anti- 
drip drainer, storage cabinet and working 
table. 

Chance Brothers, Ltd. (Stands Nos. H, 175 
and J, 208), have added several new and 
attractive designs to their already wide 
range of obscure glass. ; 


USES’ OF NEW HARDWOODS 


Tue T.D.A. stand at the Building Exhibi- 
tion (Stand No. P, 298) has been designed to 
illustrate for architects, builders and other 
members of the building industry the ways 
in which softwoods, hardwoods and plywoods 
can, by the application of current timber 
constructional technique, be used to the 
greatest advantage. 

The design embraces an entirely new idea 
in timber construction. The roof consists 
of a stressed plywood skin of one thickness, 
which, by virtue of its sectional contour, 
provides a high strength-to-weight ratio, and 
at the same time frees the design from the 
tedious introduction of framed members. 
The scheme also offers a multitude of 
attractive ceiling effects; in this present 
instance obeche (quarter sawn) has been 
chosen as the medium. 


Kwikform, Ltd.’s stand (D71/72) in the Grand Hall at Olympia. 
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The plywood roof is supporfed upon 
framed timber columns clad in sycamore 
veneered plywood, and agaif the method 
by which this has been achieved provides 
a new idea in the constructional and decora- 
tive uses of timber. 

At ground level the stand embodies a 
most attractive strip floor in African walnut, 
edged with mansonia, one of the most 
beautiful of the many new hardwoods which 
are to-day available free of licence. 

In addition, a section of the stand illus- 
trates certain off-licence hardwoods suitable 
for construction work, and which can be 
used to supplement, under present licensing 
restrictions, the softwood allocation in hous- 
ing, while another section is devoted to 
the display of veneers suitable for use in 
contemporary design. 

Models, supplemented by photographs, 
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Mr. David Eccles, Minister of Works, 

watching an apprentice laying bricks on the 

National Joint Apprenticeship Board for 
the Building Industry’s stand. 
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The new Secomastic compressor air gun. 


show four of the most important develop- 
ment projects undertaken by the T.D.A. in 
the last twelve months. 


BUILDING TIMBERS 


Two Australian timber experts, who have 
been visiting Borneo, report that quantities 
of building softwoods from Borneo would 
be available to the Australian market next 
year. They have been investigating the 
development of a timber concession in the 
Sampit River area in Southern Borneo. The 
undertaking, with capital of several million 
pounds, is backed by the Indonesian Govern- 
ment and Dutch commercial interests. It is 
known as the Bruynzell-Dyjak Co., and 
employs more than 4,000 Indonesians under 
Dutch management. 

The Timber Development Association have 
recently issued a revised edition of the red 
booklet “ Timber of South America.” Since 
it was first published, fresh information as 
to the properties and uses of South Ameri- 
can timbers has been received and is incor- 
porated in the revised edition. The booklet 
covers 93 timbers, giving details of common 
and other names, general description, work- 
ing qualities, seasoning, strength and uses 
in most instances. A full index of common 
arid botanical names has been included, 
together with a use guide to assist those 
handling these woods. Copies of the booklet 
can be obtained from the T.D.A., 21, College 
Hill, London, E.C.4. 


The stand of Aga Heat, Lid. (As), Grand Hall. Arthur C. Braven, ARIBA, Architect. .— 
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- NATIONAL FEDERATION 


Industry Seeking Details of 
Building Programme 


G PEAKING at Birmingham on Monday, 


at the annual dinner of the Birming- 
ham Association of Building Trades Em- 
ployers, Mr. STEPHEN Hupson, President 
of the National Federation, said that a con- 
sidered view on the Goverament’s building 
policy must be deferred until more details 
were available about the long-term pro- 
gramme which was to be laid down. It was 
clear, however, that a programme, like a 
building, must be constructed on sure 
foundations if it was to be successful. 

“T am glad to. see that the new Govern- 
ment realises not only that the need for 
houses is not confined to any one section 
of the community,” Mr. Hudson continued, 
“ but that it is both unfair and uneconomical 
to force families with a real need for 
accommodation who wish to have a house 
built for them, to go into a municipal 
house with its heavy subsidies. 

“TI yield to none in my desire for good 
housing standards but, as I have said on 
previous occasions, we must cut our coat 
according to the cloth and make the best 
use of the labour and materials available. 
I am sure that further pruning is possible 
without sacrificing essential standards.” 


The “Live” Apprentices Stand 

THe “live” apprentices exhibit at the 
Building Exhibition at Olympia has proved 
itself to be one of the most popular and 
interesting displays ever shown at this 
biennial. event. It is sponsored by the 
N.F.B.T.E. and the L.M.B.A. in collabora- 
tion with the L.C.C., the City and Guilds 
of London Institute and the London 
Regional Council of the N.F.B.T.O. The 
following technical colleges and schools co- 
operated in the design of the exhibit, the 
fabrication of the stand components and in 
the detailed organisation of the display of 
apprentices’ work: Brixton School of 
Building, Croydon Polytechnic, East Ham 
Tecknical College, Hammersmith School of 
Building, Northern Polytechnic, South East 
London Technical College, South West 
Essex Technical College and the Wands- 
worth Technical College. 

The responsibility of generally co-ordinat- 
ing and erecting the stand was undertaken 
by Yeomans and Partners, Ltd., and the 
following firms: provided and contributed 
various building materials and other ser- 
vices: British Electric Lamps, Ltd., The 
Cement Marketing Co., Ltd., Carter and 
Son (London), Ltd., Denton and Jutsun, Ltd., 
G. H. Downing and Co., Ltd., Ferguson and 
Edwards, Ltd., W. N. Froy and Son, Ltd., 
Henry Hope, Ltd., S. Hubbard, Ltd., Sydney 
A. Hunter, Ltd., J. Knowles and Co., (Lon- 
don), Ltd., John Line and Son, Ltd., Lino- 
lite, Ltd., London Brick Company, Ltd., 
Murray and Jones, Ltd., Primavera, Rom 
River Co., Ltd., Siegwart Floor Co., Ltd., 
Thermalite, and Wm. Truckel, Ltd. 


Training of General Foremen 


IN Fesruary, 1948, the N.F.B.T.E., with 
the co-operation of other interested bodies, 
set up a special committee to consider ways 
and means of overcoming the post-war 
shortage in the building industry of capable 
general foremen. In their report, published 
in July, 1948, the committee laid down a 
scheme of training and recommended sylla- 
buses. The committee also recommended 
the setting up of a standing committee to 
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keep general foremanship training under 
constant review. This recommendation was 
implemented and a standing committee 
was duly appointed by the N.F.B.T.E. and 
those organisations which had co-operated 
with it on the special committee. Mr. D. E. 
Woodbine Parish is the chairman. * The first 
report of this standing committee, which has 
now been issued, records the continuous and 
detailed consideration given to methods of 
improving existing courses and generally 
extending the facilities for foremanship 
training. 

Since 1948, states the report, the number 
of schools running building foremanship 
courses has continued to increase, and by 
the 1950-51 session courses were being run 
at nearly 50 colleges. 

Preparatory Course. The standing com- 
mittee felt that it was desirable to provide 
some introductory training for candidates 
who lacked sufficient knowledge to gain 
benefit from taking a full course on the lines 
recommended in the 1948 report. The com- 
mittee therefore decided to draw up a short 
syllabus, which has been sent to all regional 
advisory councils for further education with 
a request for their co-operation in making 
arrangements to run such courses at appro- 
priate centres. 

There has been a growing demand for 
copies of the publication, “ Notes for the 
Guidance of Lecturers,” which have now 
been revised and are available in printed 
form at 9d. per copy. 

Special Courses for Lecturers. In some 
parts of the country the shortage of suitable 
jecturers has necessitated the holding of less 
comprehensive courses than might otherwise 
have been arranged, and the standing com- 
mittee sponsored during the year a short 
course for lecturers at the Brixton School 
of Building. It is hoped to run similar 
courses later in London and in provincial 
centres. 


Technical Education in Building 


PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES make it more 
than ever important that the building 
industry should work to. a high standard of 
technical and managerial efficiency, and the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, which has always taken the keen- 
est interest in education and training in the 
Industry, has recently published a bookt 
setting out the educational facilities now 
available to the Industry and suggestions for 
extending and improving them. 

At the present time the training of build- 
ing apprentices is looked after by the 
National Joint Apprenticeship Scheme for 
the Building Industry, under which attend- 
ance at technical colleges is compulsory 
throughout the period of the indentures. But 
the wide range of opportunities for promo- 
tion (available at craft and foreman level) to 
the supervisory and managerial grades makes 
it essential that facilities for training and 
technical education should not stop there. 
It is in order to present as full a picture 
as possible of the educational facilities and 
activities in the building industry that this 





* General Foremanship in the Building Industry : 
First Report on the Work of the Standing Com- 
mittee for the Training of General Foremen. Pub- 
lished by the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, 82, New Cavendish-street, 
London, W.1. 

+“ A Survey of Technica] Education in the Build- 
ing Industry ’: with messages frem the Minister of 
Education and from the President of the National 
Federation, and a Foreword by Mr. F. poemes. 
Cc. 1.0.B., chairman of the N.F.B.T.E 


Edu- 
cation and Training Committee, Published by the 


National Federation of Building Trades inane. 
New Cavendish-street, Wi 
2s. 6d. post free. 


London, Price 
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survey has been undertaken. The book, 
which is the first of its kind ever to be pub- 
lished, provides all the information neces- 
sary for an intelligent assessment of the com- 
parative values of the many different kinds 
of courses and types of training available, 
what they are and what they set out to 
achieve. It will be of invaluable assistance, 
not only to those thinking of entering the 
building industry as a career, but also to 
those who are anxious to improve their skill 
and knowledge so that they may fit them- 
selves for the higher positions that the 
industry offers. 


LOCAL AUTHORITY LOANS 
New Interest Rates 


THE TREASURY have now directed (Minis- 
try of Housing Circular 69/51) that the 
following rates of interest shall apply to all 
loans advanced to local authorities, as 
defined in Section 10 of the Local Authorities 
Loans Act, 1945, from the Local Loans 
Fund on and after November 10, 1951:— 
Loans for not more than five years, 2 per 
cent.; loans for more than five years but not 
more than fifteen years, 3 per cent.; loans 
for more than 15 years, 33 per cent. 

The rate of interest on advances made by 
local authorities under the provisions of the 
Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts is fixed 
at a rate of 4 per cent. in excess of the rate 
of interest which, one month before the 
date on which the terms of the loan or 


vadvance are settled, was the rate fixed by 


the Treasury in respect of loans from the 
Local Loans Fund to local authorities for 
housing purposes. 


CLAIMS ON THE £300 MILLION 


Appeals Under T. and C.P. Act 


Awarps have been made by arbiters in the 
first three appeals against determinations of 
development value by the Central Land 
Board under Part V of the Town and Coun- 
try Planning (Scotland) Act, 1947. 

In the first case the Arbiter upheld the 
Board’s view that the development value of 
a plot of land—part of the garden ground 
of a house—at Strathkinness, Fife, was nil. 

In the second case the Arbiter upheld the 
Board’s assessment of £300 as the develop- 
ment value in 7.7 acres of land known as 
Cameron Wood, Loanhead, Midlothian. The 
claimant had suggested a figure of £7,462 
on the basis, which was not accepted, that 
the land was capable of being developed for 
40 bungalows. 

In the third case the appeal was dismissed 
as incompetent under Regulation 13(1) of the 
Claims for Depreciation of Land Values 
(Scotland) Regulations, 1948 (S.I. 1948, No. 
907), on the ground that the claimant had 
agreed in writing, prior to the Board’s deter- 
mination, the amount which the Board pro- 
posed to determine. 


Up to date some 49,000 determinations 
have been issued by the Board in Scotland, 
and 24 appeals are outstanding. 

In England and Wales 419,000 determina- 
tions of development value have been issued 
and 194 appeals are outstanding. The Lands 
Tribunal, to which appeals under the English 
Act are referred, recently issued their first 
decision when they confirmed a determina- 
tion of the Board that there is no develop- 
ment value in the freehold interest, which is 
subject to leases for 99 years from March, 
1905, in 14 houses and two shops at Brom- 
ley, Kent. A figure of £486 had been put 
forward by the appellants. 
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THE HOUSING SHORTAGE IN 
LANCASHIRE 
Industrialists’ Concern 


Tue Lancashire and Merseyside Industrial 
Development Association has prepared a 
memorandum drawing attention to the 
problergs of the housing shortage as they 
affect industrial development. It is pointed 
out that allowing for ordinary housing 
wastage it will take about 50 years before 
all people wanting housing accommodation 
in Lancashire can be sati 

The most obvious result of the housing 
shortage, says the memo, so far as industry 
is concerned, is the discouragement of 
workers to change from one employment to 
another. One could see the difficulty of 
men wh6"were out of work even preferring 
to remain so rather than risk losing their 
homes. 

Any serious endeavour to cure local un- 
employment problems \must be accom- 
panied by a housing policy which gave full 
weight to the industrial demand for accom- 
modation in the affected areas. 

Industrial development had in many dis- 
tricts s@ outstripped the pace of house 
building that employees had long distances 
to travel to work. There was a strong case 
for an immediate revision of housing allo- 
cation to the region to give it a share of 
new accommodation to correspond with the 
size of the population. 


BUILDING UNDER NATIONAL 
HEALTH SERVICE 


Procedure for Erecting Dwelling 
Accommodation 


The Minister of Health has issued the 
following statement: 

THE present procedure in regard to pro- 
posals for the erection of dwelling houses 
or similar residential accommodation for 
hospital staffs (or the conversion of premises 
to provide such accommodation) is set out 
in paragraphs 18 and 18a of Chapter 111 
of the memorandum accompanying 
RHB(48)54 / HMC(48)41 / BG(48)44 as 
amended. 

Following the transfer of functions to the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government, 
the Ministry of Health no longer has 
Regional Architects on its strength; and after 
discussion with the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government it has been decided that 
consultations between Regional Board 
Officers and Regional Architects of that 
Ministry in respect of these propdsals should 
not be entered into. 

As from the date of receipt of this circular, 
therefore, Boards should follow the same 
procedure in respect of proposals relating 
to dwelling houses and similar residential 
accommodation as is followed in respect of 
all other capital works. Application for 
controlled materials in respect of such pro- 
posals should in future also be submitted 
to the Department in the normal way and 
will be debited against the Department’s 
allocation—not, as heretofore, against the 
housing programme of the Ministry 07 
Housing and Local Government. 


Forthcoming Exhibitions 

The Daily Mail Ideal Home Exhibition or 
1952, will be held at Olympia from March 4 
to March 29, 

The Third Mechanical Handling Exhibi- 
tion and Convention to be organised in 
Great Britain is to be held at Olympia. 
London, from June 4 to 14, 1952. 
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Anglo-American Productivity -Team’s Report 


Widespread Interest Aroused in the Building Industry — the 
Quantity Surveyor’s Position 


R. M. H. THACKRAY, F.R.LC.S., who 

was a member of the Anglo-American 
Productivity Team which visited America to 
study building construction methods there, 
addressed the Junior Organisation of Quan- 
tity Surveyors in London on November 15 
on the results. of the publication of the 
team’s report. 


Following a brief business session of the 
organisation, over which Mr. L. Dight pre- 
sided, Mr. Alan W. Davson, F.R.ILC.S., 
took over the chair and introduced the 
speaker. He reminded his audience that 
neither of the two reports on the building 
industry which had been produced since the 
war had been implemented. It seemed a 
great pity that when such a large amount 
of work was put into these reports nothing 
was done as a result. Something had, how- 
ever, been done about the Anglo-American 
Productivity Team’s report. 


Mr. Thackray said a gratifying result of 
the trip was the amazing interest displayed 
at the meetings which were subsequently 
held to discuss it, which were attended by 
some 40,000 people. These meetings had 
made the shortcomings of the quantity 
surveyors in the industry stand out in relief 
and helped them to appreciate more readily 
the difficulties of others in the industry. 


Whether greater productivity in the 
building. industry had resulted from the 
publication of the report was more difficult 
to assess. He was convinced there was a 
vast number of builders who were anxious 
to profit by anything the team had learnt 
whilst in the U.S.A. 


Tribute to Architects 


The two architect menibers of the team 
did heroic work up and down the country 
in preaching to their colleagues the gospel 
of more complete preparation of drawings 
and documents before the tender stage. 
They had been wholeheartedly supported 
by the R.I.B.A. Mr Thackray then referred 
to the joint statement issued in June by the 
R.L.B.A. and the N.F.B.T.E. under the title 
of “Building Owners and Planning in 
Advance.” That statement ended with the 
words: “It is believed that those engaged 
in the industry are coming to realise their 
respective responsibilities; it is the duty of 
all to see that the building owner realises 
his,’ That was something very dear to 
the hearts of all who were interested in the 
building industry. | Unfortunately, as yet 
there were no indications that the exhorta- 
tions in the joint statement were being 
heeded. Sub-contractors might, or might 
not, have acquired some inspiration from the 
team’s report, although he had gained the 
impression that they and the main contrac- 
tors had been more occupied with the 
subject of “ nomination ” of sub-contractors 
than with building up the wonderful 
relationship between the two which existed 
in America. : 


Whether, too, the operatives had 
responded te the urge for greater produc- 
tivity was a matter for conjecture. 

Turning to matters of more direct con- 
cern to the quantity surveyor, Mr. 
Thackray said he could not avoid returning 
to the overriding factor of proper prepara- 
tion of contract documents. Quantity sur- 


veyors were told that there was nothing 
much that they could do about this thorny 
subject. He could not accept that point of 
view. There were many occasions in the 
early stages of prospective building works 
when quantity surveyors attended meetings 
at which starting dates were discussed. That 
was the time when they should come down 
heavily on the side of the architect in his 
battle for sufficient time to prepare his 
drawings. 


Final Accounts 


With regard to final accounts, the delay 
in settling them was a matter which had 
rankled for years, and the position appeared 
to be worsening. When the report was being 
prepared he had tried’ his hardest to con- 
vince the builders and sub-contractors that 
it was not wholly the quantity surveyors’ 
fault that there was so much delay in these 
accounts. But he thought the quantity 
surveyors were responsible for some of 
the delay, when they became too pushed and 
tended to put the final-accounts on one side. 
They must look upon the settlement of final 
accounts as equally important as the pre- 
paration of bills of quantities. 

It appeared that the case was being 
crystallised mainly in complaints against 
Government Departments and local authori- 
ties. He imagined these would say they 
were too busy to handle these final accounts. 
But if builders and sub-contractors had to 
have large sums of money outstanding for 
two or three years it just made the industry 
more inefficient. 

The question of builders’ surveyors and 
membership of the R.I.C.S. had arisen—as 
much from the Working Party’s report as 
from that of the Productivity Team—and 
meetings were held, but nothing had come-of 
the meetings which would influence the 
Institution sufficiently for the present rule 
to be changed. 

Another matter which he was sure was 
in the forefront of their minds was the 
simplification of the -standard system of 
measurement, The subject was under care- 
ful consideration and if, in the end, no 
changes were made it would be because the 
standard method had stood the test of a very 
thorough examination. 


Cost Services 


Mr. Thackray next dealt with the ques- 
tion of a cost service for the building 
industry. He briefly described the few 
nation-wide, private-enterprise-organised- 
and-maimtained cost services in the U.S.A. 
The one he had details of was the Dow cost 
service. Some years ago Sir Thomas 
Bennett had advocated something of the 
kind for this country. The Quantity Sur- 
veyors’ Committee, however, had decided 
that the unsettled conditions then ruling 
would not justify any immediate action by 
the R.I.C.S. Unfortunately, those unsettled 
conditions still prevailed, but he hoped the 
day would come when some such service 
would be found possible over here, and that 
the Institution would take some action in 
this connection. 

In conclusion, Mr Thackray made a plea 
for more co-operation between the various 
sections of the building industry. During 
the team’s trip in America, and the subse- 
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quent meetings, this need for more discus- 
sion between the sections of the industry 
was: brought home times without number. 
He felt the members of the quantity sur- 
veyors’ profession were apt to look upon it 
as a little profession of its own, but it was 
part of a great and complex industry. He 
commended the Junior Organisation for 
setting an example with their study groups. 

Proposing a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Thackray, Mr.“ J. A. GREEN expressed the 
opinion that there was a tendency to give 
the job of preparing the specification to 
too junior a member of the staff. With 
regard to the simplification of the standard 
method of measurement, quantity surveyors 
must realise that in so doing their own work 
might be reduced, but if other people’s work 
was increased thereby nothing. towards 
helping the building industry would have 
been achieved. The standard method must 
also be kept applicable to all types of 
building work. 

On the question of co-operation between 
all sections of the industry, Mr. Green said 
he had heard of a scheme whereby a team 
of architects, quantity surveyors and general 
contractors worked together on the build- 
ing scheme right from the start, the idea 
being that the price for the job would be 
a negotiated one. The advantages of the 
scheme were that the contractor could get 
his organisation going at the signing of the 
contract and would be able to have all his 
materials purchased or on. order, and would 
be able to get everything geing once the 
contract was signed. 

With regard to increased productivity by 
operatives, Mr. Green thought the increased 
pay packet was the best incentive. This 
was going to mean some kind of bonus 
scheme, which might send up the cost of 
building still further and lead in turn to a 
demand for further wage increases, 

What was wanted was a greater show of 
enthusiasm, said Mr. B. J. Lawton, 
seconding the vote of thanks. 


Points in the Discussion 


Among other points raised in the discus- 
sion were a stiggestion for a penalty clause 
in the R.I.B.A. form of contract penalising 
the late receipt of the final contract; a 
proposal for the R.I.B.A., the R.I.C.S. and 
the Institute of Builders to set up some joint 
organisation to meet from time to time to 
discuss. problems in which all sections of 
the industry were concerned; and exchanges 
of views between quantity surveyors, 
builders and architects. : 

Replying to some of these points, Mr. 
THACKRAY said the main purpose of the 
team was to ascertain whether there was any- 
thing which our building industry could do 
better. In their report they had stressed 
that they did not think that everything in 
America was wonderful, and that there were 
many things the British building industry 
did better than the American. 

While it was true that more attention 
needed to be paid to the preparation of 
contract documents here, in America they 
went to the other extreme and even 
employed in architects’ offices specialists 
who were called “specification writers.” 

He did not think the time was ripe for a 
central cost service in this country. In the 
U.S.A. the Dow service supplied cube 
prices and, he thought, superficial prices, 
for literally thousands of buildings, with 
regional adjustments. 

The suggested penalty clause for non- 
payment within a stated time was an idea 
which might well be followed up. 
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SOFTWOOD SUPPLIES 
[From a Special Correspondent] 


[MPortTs of softwoods from abroad, 

such as are in great demand for build- 
ing construction, are reaching this country 
in far greater quantities than last year and 
the timber trade expects the position to im- 
prove still further. 


The chief reason for this increase in sup- 
plies is said by men of long experience in the 
timber trade to be the removal by the 
Board of Trade in March of restrictions on 
softwood imports, except where these come 
from dollar countries. Since the trade has 
been free to purchase from almost any 
timber-producing country in the world, 
every possible source of supply has been 
investigated and contracts made for larger 
quantities to be sent here. It must also be 
admitted that much of the timber now at 
our ports or in our timber yards has been 
shipped here under long-term contracts 
made years ago. These arrangements, how- 
ever,» made under Government control, are 
responsible for only a proportion of the 
timber we are now receiving and will re- 
ceive during the remainder of the year. 


When control of soft wood imports was 
removed, the timber trade hoped for 
450,000 standards to be supplied over and 
above the amount which had, come in during 
the earlier part of the year. This year, how- 
ever, importers will bring in about 750,000 
standards during the second six months and 
a grand total‘ of 1,750,000 standards is ex- 
pected for 1951. This will be more than 
double the quantity we received last year. 
Already, according to the latest figures avail- 
able, we have received during the first nine 
months of the year 1,078,774 standards, 
compared with 515,884 for the correspond- 
ing period of 1950. 


After allowing for a considerable propor- 
tion of softwood to be reserved for strategic 
stockpiling and for the rebuilding of com- 
mercial stocks to a reasonable level, there 
should (states the timber trade) remain a 
quantity of timber considerably in excess of 
present requirements as limited by the build- 
ing licensing system. It is suggested that 
the balance thus remaining should be dis- 
tributed round the country and absorbed in 
increased consumption. This in turn would 
begin to run down stocks in the hands of 
private traders and encourage importers to 
begin buying again from overseas. Such a 
resumption of ppivate buying, especially if 
it expands and accelerates, will, in itself, 
tend towards improving the scale of supplies 
we receive in future. 


As for the various sources of supply of 
softwood, we had little from Soviet Russia 
last year, but it is expected that that 
country will greatly step up her exports to 
us in October, November and December 
(the latest statistics only go as far as 
September). The figures quoted below are 
taken from Government returns and show 
that Canada, Finland and Sweden, three of 
our major sources of supply, have greatly 
increased their exports to the United King- 
dom. Other countries have also sent us 
more than last year, although the percentage 
increase is not so high as for the three 
countries named. We have as yet had 
nothing at all from Poland. This is chiefly 
due to political reasons, leading to trading 
restrictions. It is notable that another 
dollar country, the U.S.A., has supplied us 
bee some 58 per cent. more timber than in 
1950. ; 
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Imports of softwood by countries during 
the nine months ended September 30 in 1950 
and 1951 are as follows:— 





Standards 
1950 1951 

Canada 73,047 278,890 
Soviet Russia 78,266 22,722 
Finland 101,165 228,975 
Sweden 49,298 224,334 
Poland - ... 39,360 —_ 
Germany ... a ea at 5,377 
France dds ace SRgaoa 70,194 
Czecho-Slovakia 13,054 6,542 
Jugo-Slavia jak eee 48,804 
Wisi ade <oo  - @OS2Z 88,862 
Other Commonwealth 

countries and Irish Re- 

public ... ‘is rR 182 475 
Brazil pee ... 19,750 30,106 
Other Countries ... EY 73,493 

Totals . 516,064 1,078,774 


. Statistics of timber-carrying ships in 
United Kingdom ports during August, Sep- 
tember and October (the latter figures in- 
cluding ships on the way here and expected 
to dock during the month) showed notable 
increases in quantities over this period alone. 
In August there were 101 ships carrying 
80,165 standards, in September 137 ships 
with total cargoes of 108,173 standards and 
for October it was expected that the final 
figures would be 88 ships but these would 
be bringing 109,054 standards. 

The Port of London received the largest 
quantity by ports, with Hull, Cardiff, Liver- 
pool, Southampton and Belfast next highest 
in that order. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Housing in London 

On November 13 Mr. H. BuTLer asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment to what extent he intended to raise 
the quota for house building to local authori- 
ties in London. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he would consider 
this question in the light of actual progress. 


Steel Supplies 


On November 13 LiIEUTENANT-COLONEL 
Lipton asked the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government what arrangements were 
being made to ensure supplies of steel to 
complete the building of houses now in 
course, of construction by local authorities, 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that a system of steel 
allocation was to be introduced shortly. In 
the meantime, they would do all they could 
to supply steel for housing and other essential 
needs. 


War-Damaged Cities 

On November 13, in reply to a number or 
questions, Mr. MACMILLAN said he was aware 
of the needs of war-damaged cities and he 
would give them as sympathetic considera- 
tion as he could. 


Small Dwellings Acquisition 


On November 13 Mr. LINDGREN asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment how many local authorities in England 
and Wales had, since 1945, made advances 
under the Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts, 
and the Housing Acts, to enable people to 
buy their own houses; how much had been 
advanced; and for how many houses. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that the number of 
authorities was 921, including 19 County 
Councils; the amount advanced up to March 
31, 1951, was £40,078,174 for 47,806 houses. 


Houses Built 


On November 13 Mr. HENRY BROOKE 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government if he would state the number 
of new houses and flats under construction 
in October, 1950, and October, 1951, and the 
total number completed, or estimated to be 
@mpleted, in the years ending September 
30, 1951, and September 30, 1952, respec- 
tively. 

Mr. MAcMILLAN said that the figures 
requested were 170,944 and _ 187,205 
respectively; 168,026 were completed in the 
year ended September 30, 1951. He could 
not yet give a reliable estimate of the num- 
ber likely to be campleted during the suc- 
ceeding year. 


Private Enterprise 


On November 13 Mr. ALport asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if he would take steps to ensure that those 
who were anxious and able to build houses 
for their own occupation with their own 
labour were given special facilities - and 
encouragement to do so. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he was considering 
in what ways house ownership could most 
appropriately be encouraged. 


Eastern Experiment 

On November 13 Mr. ALport asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if his attention had been drawn to the suc- 
cessful experiment carried out by the 
Eastern Federation of Building Trades 
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Employers at Ipswich in constructing houses 
at a low cost and with a high standard of 
amenity; and whether he would encourage 
the development of this experiment in the 
future. 

Mr. MAcmit.AN sdid he had not yet had 
an opportunity of studying the particular 
scheme, but he was certainly ready to 
encourage suitable proposals for building 
cheaper houses. 


Interest Rates 


On November 13 Mr. BLENKINSOP 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government whether he would give an 
assurance that no additional charges would 
fall upon housing authorities following the 
increase in interest rates. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he could not add 
to the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s state- 
ment until the results of the subsidy review 
were laid before the House. 


Rent Restriction Acts . 


Mr. GEORGE THOMAS asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government whether 
he would make a statement concerning his 
proposal to review the Rent Restriction 
Acts. 

Mr. Marptes, the Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, said that the’ Government would con- 
sider this matter in due course. 


Scottish Housing 


On November 13 Mr. Stuart, in reply 
to a question, said he hoped that more 
houses would be built in Scotland in 1952 
than in 1951, but he was not in a position 
to make a precise estimate. The labour 
force on local authority housing in Scotland 
was increasing, and he would do everything 
possible to continue this trend. 


Licence-Free Work 


On November 13 Mr. CHETWYND asked 
the Minister of Works whether he would 
reduce the amount of licence-free building 
work and thereby provide additional labour 
for the building of new houses. 

Mr. Ecctes said he did not consider that 
such a reduction would make any appreciable 
difference to the building of new houses, or 
would justify the extra work on staff and 
burden on the public. 


Title of Minister 


Mr. DONNELLY asked the Prime Minister, 
on November 12, why the name of the 
Minister of Local Government and Plan- 
ning had been changed to Housing and 
Local Government. 

Mr. CHURCHILL said that the change had 
been made in order to emphasise the impor- 
tance of housing. The word “Planning” 
had been omitted from the Minister’s title 
for reasons of brevity and not of policy. 


Health Congress President 


The Right Hon. Lord Moran, M.C., M.D., 
F.R.C.P., has accepted the office of Presi- 
dent of the Health Congress of the Royal 
Sanitary Institute, which is to take place at 
Margate from April 22 to 25 next year. 


Pendeford Hall, Wolverhampton 


Pendeford Hall, built in 1670 and the 
former home of the Fowler Butler family, 
is to be demolished, “ owing to its very poor 
condition.” The Hall and estates of 733 acres 
was bought by Wolverhampton Corporation 
in 1935 and 71 acres of the land were appro- 
priated for the provision of the Wolverhamp- 
ton Airport. 
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BUILDING TEACHERS’ 
CONFERENCE 
Installation of New President 


THE Building Teachers’ Conference met 

at the headquarters of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
on November 7, under the chairmanship of 
the conference president, Mr. T. E. Scott, 
C.B.E., F.R.i.B.A. 

The conference was welcomed on behalf 
of the federation by Mr. F. M. Sleeman, 
C.B.E., F.L.O.B., who said that it was with 
great pleasure that the hospitality had been 
extended by the federation to the conference. 

A discussion on “ What the Building 
Industry Expects from the Technical 
Colleges” occupied the morning session, the 
principal speakers being Mr. Sleeman, Mr. 
A. W. Yeomans, M.I.0.B., and Mr. E. L. 
Jones, secretary, London Region N.F.B.T.O. 
The afternoon was taken up by the annual 
general meeting, and Mr. H. J. Falkus, 
F.1.0.B., was installed as president for 

1951-52. 

In his presidential address Mr. Falkus 
enumerated the following sources of educa- 
tion for the building industry: (1) The 
Ministry of Education, ‘whose function is 
to take care of education with statutory 
authority; (2) the governing bodies of techni- 
cal schools and colleges: their part is to 
function as such and to appoint (3) the 
heads of departments and teachers—the most 
important, since they actually teach and 
impart knowledge; (4) the building industry 
itself, which includes both employers and 
operatives; (5) the regional advisory com- 
mittees, which act as liaison between the 
aforementioned bodies. 

Votes of thanks to the N.F.B.T.E. and 
the L.M.B.A. for their hospitality, and to 
the Cement and Concrete Association for 
their help in printing and mailing, were 
carried unanimously. Afterwards members 
adjourned to the Building Exhibition. 

Further information from the Hon. Secre- 
tary, Mr. John Lloyd, Technical College, 
Darnley-road, Gravesend. 


BOOKS FOR BUILDERS 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 
By JOHN T. REA 
The new Ith edition has been brought 
up to date to September, 1950, with tables 
giving cost increases for materials and 
labour for 1936-7, 1939 and 1944-50. 
Over 680 illustrations. 
21s. net (by post 21s. 10d.) 
DRAINAGE AND SANITATION 
; By E. H. BLAKE 
10th Edition just published. 

-.this has become a one volume 
covering in a 
measure the whole subject. _ The Engineer. 
Revised and re-illustrated. 

15s. net (by post 15s. 9d.) 
FLETCHER’S QUANTITIES 
Revised by A. E. BAYLIS 
12th Edition revised. 
This famous work presents, in tabulated 
form, the methods of the valuation and 
measurement of building and engineering 
work. 700 pp. Many diagrams. 
30s. net (by post 31s.) 
THE PRINCIPLES OF 
STRUCTURAL MECHANICS 
By PERCY J. WALDRAM 
3rd Edition revised. 
“The success of the book depends not 
merely on the author's obvious mastery 
of his subject... but even more on his 
uncommon gift of lucid explanation.” 
—The Architects’ Journal. 
18s. net (by post 18s. 9d.) 
B. T. BATSFORD LTD. 
Retail Dept., 
15 Nerth Audley Street, London, W.1 
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FILMS FOR BUILDERS 
The Making of Bricks 
Minister at Film Premiere 


THE Minister of Works, Mr. David Eccles, 
made a further visit to the Building Exhi- 
bition on Tuesday morning where he saw 
the premiere of the film, “ Bricks—How they 
are made and used,”- as the guest of the 
National Federation of Clay Industries. 
The film, which is an excellent colour pro- 
duction, ‘shows, in a very interesting way, 
the manufacture of the various types of 
bricks from the quarrying of the clay to the 
finished article. It commences with a series 
of views portraying old buildings, some now 
in ruins, in which bricks were first used. 
Another interesting feature describes the 
different kinds of bonds in common use in 
the industry. It was the new Minister’s 
third visit to the Exhibition. 


“PORTABLE POWERED TOOLS ” 
M.o.W. Film at Building Exhibition 


Durinc the run of the Building Exhibition, 
Olympia, Ministry of Works technical films 
are showing regularly on alternative days 
in the Exhibition cinema. The programme 
includes “ Portable Powered Tools.” The 
first of a series of technical films produced 
by the Ministry’s Film Unit, this film is 
interesting and to the point. It was made 
in. co-operation with the building industry, 
and shows varieties of portable tools in 
operation. Tools shown are all now avail- 
able to the industry, and the film gives 
examples of the saving which may be 
secured in time and cost by their use. 

Among the tools in action, which builders 
and craftsmen can see for themselves demon- 
strated in this 11-minute film, are: electric 
plane, screwdriver, houser, router, chisel 
mortiser, disc sanders, compression tools, a 
new rivet gun and a portable pipe sawing 
and thread milling machine.. Other Ministry 
of Works films showing at Olympia are: 
“The Task before the Building Industry,” 
“Care and Maintenance of Plant,” and 
“Watch Your Step” (safety precautions 
and the avoidance of accidents). 

Dates of film showings and starting times 
at the Building Exhibition are as follows: 
November 23 and 28: at 11 a.m., 12 noon, 
2.30 p.m., 3.30 p.m., 5.45. p.m., 6.45 p.m. 


Handling in Industry 

Human kinetics for the industrial worker 
is the subject of a booklet by T. Mclurg 
Anderson. This publication, Manual Lifting 
and Handling, is by the Industrial Welfare 
Society, Inc. The problems of lifting by 
hand in industry, transport and retail dis- 
tribution and the basic principles of weight- 
lifting as developed by physical culture 
experts are given. 


Soil Movement and Bearing Capacity 


The report on an investigation of failure 
of footings in a number of houses at Burn- 
side, Adelaide, South Australia, has been 
published by the Commonwealth Experi- 
mental Building Station. This publication 
is the case history of detailed research into 
the causes, results and remedies of soil 
movement, with peaticoaar reference to the 
Burnside site. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Parliamentary Private Secretary _ 

The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, Mr. Harold Macmillan, has 
appointed Mr. J. R. Bevins, M.P. for Liver- 
pool, Toxteth, to be his Parliamentary Private 
Secretary. 


Courses on Concrete Technique 

The Cement and Concrete Association 
announce two further courses on modern 
developments in concrete technique: Course 
No. 16 from Monday, November 26 to Fri- 
day, November 30, and Course No. 17 from 
Monday, December 3 to Friday, December 7. 


Surveyors’ Branch Office 

Mr. G. S. Agar, A.V.I., A.F.S.(Eng.), 
building surveyor and consultant, of 43, 
Athenlay-road, S.E.15 (tel.: New Cross 
5792), has opened a branch office at 34, East 
Dulwich-road, S.E.22, and will be pleased to 
receive trade catalogues. 


Appeal for B.A.S.A. Boat 

The Building Apprentices’ and Students’ 
Association (Rowing Club) is hoping very 
much to obtain sufficient funds to purchase 
their own boat, and they have received con- 
siderable encouragement by the receipt of a 
cheque for £100 towards the fund. B.A.S.A. 
have their own stand, surmounted by a skiff 
and a pair of oars (No. 536, Gallery), at the 
Building Exhibition, Olympia. - 


Import Licensing Amendments 


Amendments to open general licences 
and the reintroduction’ of quotas and indi- 
vidual licences for the import of a wide 
range of goods and raw materials, including 
a few building materials such as plywood, 
domestic woodware and fired clay products, 
are included in Notices to Importers Nos. 
463 and 464 issued by the Board of Trade 
on November 7. 

The Board of Trade has also issued 
Schedule I (Notice to Importers No. 467) 
of a list of items on which it has been 
necessary to impose the new restrictions, 
together with the conditions under which 
licences for the import of these goods may 
be obtained within the quotas allowed. The 
items consist mainly of manufactured goods 
and foodstuffs. 


Dartmoor National Park 


The Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government announce that the Designation 
Order for the Dartmoor National Park made 
by the National Parks Commission on 
August 15, has been confirmed without 
modification. This is the smallest of the 
parks so far designated and the first to be 
situated wholly within one county. It com- 
prises 365 square miles, all in Devon. 

Gift of Timber for Coventry 

Coventry is to receive from the Jugoslav 
capital Belgrade, a gift of timber for use 
in the construction of one of the city’s new 
public buildings. The gift was offered by 
the Jugoslavy Ambassador, Dr. Joseph 
Brilej, when he visited Coventry recently at 
the invitation of the Mayor. 

Helicopter Station Design 

A proposal to provide a helicopter station 
in the centre of Manchester has been sub- 
mitted to the City Corporation so that the 
site may be reserved until an _ inter-city 
helicopter service is established. The plans 
show a landing platform on top of a build- 
ing which would draw other revenue from 
its 250-bedroomed hotel and its shops, 
restaurant, cinema, garage, offices and 
showrooms. 





THE BUILDER 


An Example in Estimating 

Particular attention has been given to the 
preliminaries bill, together with the calcula- 
tion of insurance, in “An Example in 
Builders’ Estimating,” compiled by R. G. 
Bailey, A.LA.S., to be used in conjunction 
with the “ A.B.C. of Builders’ Estimating.” 
This summary, which has many cross-refer- 
ences to the main work, sets out to show 
how to estimate a unit price of any item in a 
bill of quantities, when the labour constant 
and the material required have been calcu- 
lated by the methods set out in the parent 
volume. Published by Crosby Lockwood 
and Son, Ltd., London. Price 3s. 6d. 


Traditional School Construction 


The Education (Management) Sub-Com- 
mittee has recommended to the Education 
Committee of Solihull, Warwickshire, that 
schools should be built in the traditional 
bricks and mortar style rather than the pre- 
fabricated method which has latterly gained 
favour elsewhere. Mr. C. R. Hutchinson, 
the surveyor, asserts that experience in his 
area is against prefabricated buildings, and 
that he has no reason to believe the brick- 
built method is slower or less economic of 
site labour, while it is certainly cheaper 
than schools constructed of pre-cast concrete. 
Auctioneers’ and Estate Agents’ Status 

Proposing the toast of “The Chartered 
Auctioneers’ and Estate Agents’ Institute ” 
at the Institute’s annual dinner in London 
on November 1, Mr. JUSTICE SLADE said that 
the question might be asked whether they 
could raise the standard of professional 
conduct and competence so long as there 
was an arena which was “free for all.” 
Did they not think they would soon have 
to consider the question of registration? 
The President, Mr. C. H. PritcHARD, who 
was in the chair, replying, said they were 
conscious of the importance of prohibiting 
the entrance into the profession of non- 
qualified persons, and he could give the 
assurance that the problem of registration 
was under discussion. 
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SLIDING DOOR GEAR 





OTE the bearing lubrication nipples in 

this Kingway door hanger; the ease o 
vertical and lateral adjustment; the flat wheel 
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BRITISH STANDARDS 


Thermal Insulating Materials, Steel 
Wheelbarrows and Fencing 


"THE British Standards Institution has 

issued the following British Stan- 
dards:—B.S. 1785: 1951, “Thermal Insu- 
lating Materials for Buildings” (price 
2s. 6d.). This specification, which is one of 
a series of British standards for thermal in- 
sulating materials, deals with materials, 
having no other function than that of 
thermal insulation, used within the tem- 
perature range 20 to 150 deg. F. in building 
structures. 

The types of materials included are loose- 
fills, quilts, mats, rigid or semi-rigid slabs, 
lightweight concrete and reflective mater- 
ials. Material requirements are specified 
and limiting figures are given for weight 
per cu. ft., thermal conductivity emissivity, 
and water repellency. 

“Steel Wheelbarrows” is the title of 
B.S. 1786: 1951 (price 1s. 6d), in which the 
wheelbarrows specified are intended essen- 
tially for general use by the building and 
civil engineering industries. The specifica- 
tion is for a general purpose type of wheel- 
barrow, no attempt being made to cover 
the special types of wheelbarrow used by 
this and other industries. 

The wheelbarrow specified in B.S. 1786 
is of steel and has wheels of 16 in. nominal 
diameter, with pneumatic tyres, but provi- 
sion is also made for the use of solid or 
cushion tyres when desired. As the spare» 
bodies are to be, supplied without fixing 
holes, they may be used for attachment to 
existing frames, which may not be manu- 
factured in accordance with the require- 
ments of this specification. 

The specified finish is black paint, but 
provision has been made for the wheel- 
barrow to be supplied zinc-coated, or with 
any other finish, when so ordered by the 
purchaser. 

“The British Standard for Fencing” has 
now been completed by the issue of Parts 5, 
6, 7, 8 and 9, which, together with the four 
parts already published, form the complete 
standard for fencing. Each part is priced 
at 3s. They are: Part 5, “Close Boarded 
Fences”; Part 6, “Wooden Palisade 
Fences ”; Part 7, ““ Wooden Post and Rail 
Fences”; Part 8, “Mild Steel or Wrought 
Iron Continuous Bar Type Fences”; and 
Part 9, ““ Mild Steel or Wrought Iron Un- 
climable Type Fences.” 

Copies of these standards may be ob- 
tained from.the British Standards Institu- 
tion, Sales Department, 24, Victoria-street, 
London, S.W.1. 


CODE OF PRACTICE 
Broadcast Reception 


THe Councit for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings has now issued in final form Code 
327.201, ‘Broadcast reception—sound and 
television by radio.” It contains recom- 
mendations for the provision of aerial 
systems appropriate to various purposes 
and to various classes of buildings and for 
the earthing of radio equipment. Particular 
attention is given to measures for reducing 
the effect of electrical interference. Power 
supplies and wiring are dealt with and 
recommendations are made for the provi- 
sion of structural accommodation when 
required. Sections on inspection and testing 
and on maintenance are included. 

Copies ef the code can be obtained from 
the British Standards Institution, 24-28, 
Victoria-street, §.W.1, price 6s., post free. 






































































NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


Jack H. Lang and Son (Plymouth), Ltd. (499886). 
Se Eagle-yard, Sutton-rd ag 
Plymouth, bide. contractor. Nom. cap. : £250. Dir 
. Lang, 40, Lanhydrock-rd., St. Teden, 
Plymoata. 
amuel Johnson and Son (Mirfield), Ltd. (499941), 
Regd. Oct. 1, bidrs. and contractors. Nom. cap.: 
£20,000. Dir.: A. R. Johnson, Park Farm, Mirfieid. 

Southern Repairs, Lid. (499942). Regd. ‘Oct. 1, 2, 
pages st., ates bidrs., bldg. contractors, etc. 
Nom £1, Dir.: I. W. B. Van de Ven, 
19, Stone iil-rd.” (Rast Sheen, 8.W.14. 

W.H (Manchester), td. (500082). Regd, 
Oct. 5, ve, iy tgp be go 13, bidrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000 H. Matthews. 
Garlick and Prussell, Ltd. (500103). Regd. Oct. 6, 
bdbidrs., contractors, etc. Nom, cap.: £100. Sub.: J. 


Garlick, ae here ne Steyning, Sussex. 
Ltd. :’ Oct. 6, 61, 


Brent- - eTeadon. i We bidirs., painters, decora- 
tors, etc. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dir: R. J. R. Ames- 
bury, 9, Poolsford- 9 Colindale, N.W.9. 

Tidbury, Saffin and Goodchild, Ltd. (500120). 


6, bidrs., petel avers stonemasons, etc. 


E. Tidbury, 33, Course 
Robert Harding Builders, Ltd. (500151). ees. 

Oct. 44, Brunswick-rd., £.10. Nom. cap 

ast a .? Peel, 11, Marlborough Hill, ste ‘srs 


J. Steane, itd. (50017). Regd. Oct. 9, 17a, Christ- 
church-rd., Bournemouth, aypep bldg. contractors, 
etc. Nom. ca : £5,000, : Je Steane, 90, Glen- 
ferness-ave., ournemo ny 

North Thames Building Co., Ltd, (600183). Regd. 
Oct. 9, 64, West ae ge es E.C.1. Nom. cap., 
oe. Dir.: W. T.. V. Reed, 19, Gresham-gdns., 


N.W.1 
w. Reed and Co., Ltd. (500200), Regd. Oct. 9, 4 


West Smithfield. E.C.1, pdr. and contractors, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: W. T. V. Reed, 19, 
Gresham-gdns., N.W.11. 

Industrial Lettings, Ltd. (500265). Regd. Oct. 11, 
King Edward-bidgs., High-st., Solihull, Warwicks, 
bldrs., bldg. contractors, etc. _Nom. cap.: £100. 
Dir.: G. J. Knight-Adams, 70, Oxford-st., Birming- 


ham, 13. 
Pearman and Wade, Ltd. (500279). Regd. Oct. 11, 
Bhan ortinrg etc. 


Autemn-gr.. Chad evden, | ee 
Nom cap.: £4,000. Dir.: J. N. W. Pearman, 112, 
Normanton- la.; Littleover, ‘ane. 

Mpeg Woodworking Co., Ltd. (500284). Regd. 
‘Oct. 11, 43, Church-st., Conisborough, Rael bidrs. 
Nom. fons £1,000. Dir.: J. Ridley, 48, Romwood- 
ave., Swinton, nr. Mexborough, Yorks.’ 


TRADE NEWS 


“Composition Floorings 

The Philip Flooring Co., Ltd. 66-68, 
Hertford-road, Dalston, N.1, are showing a 
range of their flooring at the Building Ex- 
hibition. Samples of new Colonial timbers 
are being displayed together with a sectional 
model of the company’s “ Springy ” dance 
‘floor. 


‘New Head Office 

As from December 1 next, the head office 
_address of The British Aluminium Co., Ltd., 
will be Norfolk House, St. James’s-square, 
‘London, S.W.1. Norfolk House was built 
in 1938 on the site of the Duke of Norfolk’s 
residence and the company was to have 
meved there in September, 1939. . 


Import of Longleaf Pitch Pine 

The first post-war shipment of longleaf 
pitch pine, imported by private timber 
importers, has now arrived in this country. 
It has been-shipped from the Bahamas and 
is rather denser than American pitch pine, 
but is not available in such large sizes. The 
import of this timber by Mallinson and 
Eckersley, Ltd., Brown-street, Salford, 3, 
‘has been made under the scheme started 
12 months ago, whereby private importers 
were permitted to import softwood from 
sterling area countries, leaving the 
Government to purchase softwood from 
-dollar and “iron curtain” countries. 
The Bahamas are in the sterling. area, 
although some of the islands on which this 
timber grows are only some 60 miles from 
‘the American mainland, and were the source 
«of our pre-war pitch pine supplies. 


Regd. Oct. 
Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: 
Side, Ascot, Berks. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
Glasgow Garage Plan Proposed 


THERE is a possibility that the Queen-street 
terminal of British Railways in Glasgow 
may be converted into a large multi-storey 
city centre garage, according to the Inglis 
Report on Glasgow transport reorganisation. 
Rail transport might operate from a new 
Buchanan-street terminal replacing the 
existing unit. If this plan is advanced it 
will have the approval of Glasgow officials 
and residents. It would enable the city 
centre to be cleared of much of the exist- 
ing traffic and create a major car park and 
service station unit in the centre of the city. 


The merging of the two rail systems while 
retaining normal services would be a major 
project, while the reconstruction of Queen- 
street to multi-flat service station operation 
would also involve a major development, 
but one which could be successfully faced, 
given the necessary approval. 


M.O.W. Office Removal 


THe MINistry OF WorKS announce that 


their sub-office at 25, Abercromby-place, 
Edinburgh, has closed and the following 
officers and their staffs have been transferred 
to 122, George-street, Edinburgh, 2; Licens- 
ing Officer (Scotland), Chief Materials and 
Building Industry Officer, Building Industry 
Officer, Technical Information Officer, Pro- 
gramme and Statistics Officer. 


Fife Electricity Scheme 
Fire County Councit Water Supplies 
Committee has agreed in principle to a 


scheme, suggested by their engineer, Mr. C. - 


Huddleston, to produce electricity at the pro- 
posed new reservoir now being constructed 
at Upper Glendevon in Perthshire. 


As designed at present, the water from the 
reservoir would pass through large disperser 
valves, allowing the water to fall to the 
bed of the stream. The proposal as sug- 
gested by Mr. Huddleston would be to dis- 
charge this water through turbines to develop 
power which could be used to drive electrical 
generators. The size of the turbine required 
would be about 800 h.p. and the generators 
would be of 600 kilowatts. It was expected 
that the average annual output of electricity 
would be in the region of 14 m. units. 
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Informal discussions have taken place with 
representatives of the North of Scotland 
Hydro-Electricity Board, who are willing to 
purchase the energy developed. if it is 
delivered into their transmission line. It 
was estimated that the average annual income 
from the proposal would be not less than 
£2,000, and the capital cost about £20,00@. 


The Committee remitted the proposal for 
further investigation by the County Clerk 
and County Engineer. 


Call for More Stone Building 


DUNDEE is to investigate costs of stone 
building as against brick. This follows a 
move by the Amalgamated Union of Build- 
ing Trade Workers, asking that more stone 
building be considered in the city. There 
are now only some 180 stonemasons in 
Dundee against 400 in 1939. If given con- 
tracts for stone-built houses, firms in the 
area would be encouraged to invest money 
in new plant and so help reduce the cost 
of stone construction, the Union has argued. 


Investigation into the Use of Stone 


THe ScorrisH Counc (Development 
and Industry) is planning an early investiga- 
tion into ways and means of reviving and 
developing stone construction in Scotland. 
The large number of stone buildings in 
continuing use in Scotland demands a steady 
flow of skilled workers, but recent decline 
in new stone construction has reduced the 
intake of apprentices and reduced the avail- 
ability of skilled craftsmen. The present 
inquiry will attempt to increase current build- 
ing in stone and current intake of new 
labour into the stone trade. 


It is also intended to assist stone quarrying 
firms in any and every way possible with a 
view to reviving the earlier activity in many 
outlying parts of Scotland. 


The move is opportune in view of the 
increased cost of bricks and the scarcity of 
building materials generaHy. It is anticipa- 
ted that a sound market will be offered for 
stone construction while present costs apply. 


A lead has already been given in this 
connection by the North of Scotland Hydro 
Electric Board, which has commissioned 
several buildings in native stone and found 
the policy economic. 


Civic Architecture Medal 


ABERDEEN TOWN COUNCIL’S medal for 
civic architecture has been awarded this year 
to Ian G. Rogers, 14, Cranford-terrace, 
Aberdeen. The competition was open to 
final year students in the locai: school of 
architecture. The subject was “ Municipal 
Offices and Town Hall,” and there were 24 
designs submitted. Three students received 
honourable mention: — George A. Macnab, 
133, Hamilton-place, Aberdeen; Victor C. 
Marr, 27, Short Loanings, Aberdeen; and 
Valentine Morocco, Nether Cairnhill, New- 
tonhi 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Arbroath.—Dean of Guild Court has granted 
mission to the Scottish Specia] Housing i socciation, 
Ltd., Edinburgh, for proposed erection of @ 
Sapetie ap houses at Hayshead to cost £84,000. 

Glasgow.—Corporation to consider the erection of 
eight-storey blocks of flats of a new type in the 
city, on the fringe of heavily populated areas, such 

as Gorbals, to help rehouse residents there. The 
pehetae: which is still.to be approved by the Cor- 
poration, involves multi- storey flats with an internal 
structural cross-wal] related to a method of concrete 
prestressing of floors. The intention is to build two 
demonstration flats at Toryglen, A. G. Jury, city 
architect; Sam Bunton, architect; W. A. Fairhurst 
civil engineer ; and ‘Robert Bruce, former master of 
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FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of- Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


Fo: some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. hose with an 
asterisx are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


obtained. 
BUILDING 
eens 26. 
tHalesowen B.C.—40 houses at Howley Grange 
estate. J.C. T. Cole (L.). Central-bidgs., Long-la., 


Blackheath, nr. Birmingham. Dep. £2 2s. 
tHighworth R.D.C.—22 houses at Upper pirates. 
T, Burrington, 22, High-st., Swindon. £33 
*+Walthamstow B. .0.—Five bungalows, 
Boro’ A. Dep. £2 


cecilia 28, 

*tBristol T.C.—Erection of ad 
of new Speedwell fice station. 

(F,), Eagle-hse., 


oland- rd. 


inistration block 
Nelson Meredith 
Colston-ave. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 29. 
*tCambridgeshire C.C.—Village College, Bassing- 
heath. and primary school, Longstanton. County 
.. Cambridge. Dep. £2 28. eac 
"> aeeee C.C.—Police traffic centre at Godstone 
County red , Kingston. 


NOVEMBER 30. 


.. Launceston T.C.—20 houses at Roydon-rd. estate. 
A. Wise, 2, Tamar-ter. 


Lanchester a a houses. E., Council 
Offices. Dep. £2 

ey Bo. —Ten flats at Spencer-rd., 
$.W.20. B.E. 


DECEMBER 1. 
Ballymena R.D.C.—14 houses at Craigywarren. 


Fag A - McCutheon, 5, Lombard-st., Belfast. 
rs) 
“+ Bilston B.C.—16 houses, 1 eRe Boro’ A., 


20, Wellington-rd, Dep. £2 
Coleraine R.D.6.—Six By ne at Drumagarner and 
six bungalows at ar aye W. and M. Given, 
1, Waterside. Dep. £3 35. ea 
*tLeyton 8.C.—83 maiscuettes and flats, Thorn- 
hill-rd. area, and 29 maisonettes and flats, Living- 
stone College a B.E. & 8S. Dep. £2 each. 


ECEMBER 3. 

*tCardiganshire "a0. Prats school . Ponter- 
wyd. G. R. Bruce (F.), Aberayon. Dep. £2 2s. 

pg | R.D.C.—18 houses = Weedon Bec. H. 
Bonsor, 44, High-st. Dep. £3 3s. 

*tEast Suffolk C.c.—Infants’ school at Eustone- 
rd., Kirkley. E. J. Symcox (F.), Ipswich. Dep. 
£2'2s. Tenders by January 10. 

*Great Yarmouth C.B.—110 houses and 10 old 
people’s Lenny te B.E. 

“ay C.C.—Clinic, Northcote-ave., Southall. 
1, Queen Anne’s Gate-bldgs,, Dartmouth- 
c Dep. £2 2s.. Tenders by ember 31. 

*+ Middlesex C.C.—Secondary grammar _ school, 
Joel-st., Northwood and Crowland-rd., Tottenham. 
Chief Education Officer, 10, Great George-st., 8.W.1. 
Dep. £2 2s. each. 

*Ware U.D.C.—17 tay “pincers estate. E. & 
S., The Priory. Dep. £3 3s 


DECEMBER 5, 
B.C.—20 houses at Godwyn-rd. B.E. 


s ae 
*tEssex C.C.—Girls’ secondary school, Harold 
Hill L.C.C. estate, Romford. . Conolly (F.), 
County Hall, Chelmsford. 

*tWandsworth B.C.—12 flats at Burmester-rd. 
B.E., 8S. & Architect. 


DECEMBER 6 

*Aylesbury B.C.—64 pean oe at feutitonsr'. 
a be a White (F.), 4, Cer ge Dep. £3 3s. 
Berks ©.C.—Classrooms, South Berks Coilege of 
re? Education, Ormonde-hse. .. Newbury. County 
, Wilton-hse., Parkside-rd., Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 
“pee U.D.C.—16 houses ‘at Lonsdale-rd. and 
E. & §8., Council Offices, Freshfield-rd. 


DECEMBER 7 


*tBromley B.C.—186 houses, * Hayes-pl. estate. 
“Portsmouth bias ge tree ead school, Dee nnary 
Cosham. City A., 1, Western-parade. Dep. £3 3s, 


*Reigate B.C. —i5 flats, cycle store and bin stoye. 

SSparxhil—Methodist px! h_ buildi Spark 

11.—Me' is arc, ngs, ark- 

hill, ce? ham. Botteley and agra Newton- 
chbrs., nnon-st., Birmingham, 2. 


*Con U.b:0.~ recto f h t 
isbrough U. —Erection 0 enone a 
Conanby.: E. & 8., 5, High-st. Dep, £3 3s 

Grickhowell _R.D. 6. Six houses at Liangundir 
and Lianelly Hill. J. Merton Mg Po Son, St. 
Mary’s-chbrs., Abergavenny. Dep. £3 

*purham County Police Authority. two lice 
Rowen at Spennymoor. G. R. Clayton (F.), art 
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“Durham County Police Authority—Two police 
houses with office at Esh Winning, G. R. Clayton 
(F.), Court-la. 

Sutton-in-Ashficld U.D.C.—14 bungalows at Union- 
st. E. & S., Forest Lodge, Station-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 10. 
reborough U.D.C.—14 houses, 
and Sunnybank-cres., Yeadon. E. & S. Dep. 


*St. Helens C.B.—Tower wagon garage and altera- 
tions to pan shed at Warrington New-rd. B.E. 
Dep. £2 2s 

Southam R.D.C.—24 flats and 10 houses at Dale- 
la. -§. Cooper, 8, Westgate. Dep. £2 2s. 

n-Sea C. B.—Scullery and alterations, 
2. 


*t Ai 
gdns., 
£2 2s. 


Farm View- 


*Southend-o 

OChaikwell Hall school. Boro’ A. Dep. 
_“Southend-on-Sea.—Additional classrooms, Open- 
air eaten, —, Chase, Westcliff-on-Sea. 


‘Boro’ 
f DECEMBER 12. 

*Macclesfield,—Six dwellings, Hurdfield. Boro’ A., 
3, Jordangate. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Swale R.D.C.—36 houses, Station-rd., Teynham. 
E. & §., 48, wan rd., Sittingbourne. Dep. £3 

West ‘Ham ¢.B —Demolition of factory buildings 
at Temple Mills-la. B.E., Town Hall. Dep. £2. 


DECEMBER 13. 
*Berks C.C.—Police houses at Compton and Cow- 
la., Longworth, and two additional classrooms etc., 


Finchampstead Nine Mile Ride school. County A., 
or un Parkside-rd., Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 
(each). 


*Essex C.C.—Four houses and four sets of farm 
buildings. County Land Agent, 69, Duke-st., 
Chelmsford. 

Margate B.C.—10 houses at Cambourne-ave. B.E., 
38, Grosvenor-pl. Dep. £2 ; 

*+West Sussex 0.C. » School, 
County A., Chichester. 


DECEMBER 14. 

_*Harrow U.D.C.—36 fiats and 40 dwellings at two 
sites, E. & S., Council Offices, Uxbridge-rd., Stan- 
more, Middlesex. Dep. £2 each case. 

*Whitefield U.D.C.—38 houses with nena, 
E‘ms estate. §. & Architect. Dep. £2 


DECEMBER 17. 
*Aylesbury R.D.C.—52 houses on various sites. 
L.C., 43, Buckingham-st. Dep. £3 
p Gravesend Boro’.—43 houses, Westcourt estate. 
- &8. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 19. 
*Reading C.B.—Depot, stores ane workshops, 
Berkeley-ave. Boro’ A. Dep, £2 2s. 
*Reading c. Peis) Mic on ‘of building to provide 
restaurant and dormitory for herdsmen at the 
Cattle Market. B.A., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 21, 

*Lincoln (Lindsey) C.C.—Secondary modern school, 
Foxhills, Scunthorpe. A. R. Clark (A.), County A., 
Lincoln. 

*West Riding Standing Joint Committee.—i5 
police eve and seven offices on various sites. 
County A., “ Bishopgarth,” Westfield-rd., Wakefield. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


Northgate, Crawley. 











Having Secured 
. the Contract— 
what about the 
Steel Scaffolding ? 





For the Lowest Prices 
apply to the Oldest 
Firm in the Scaffolding _* 

Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 
Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 
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DECEMBER 24. 

East Kesteven R.D.C.—Construction of covered 
reinforced concrete reservoir- (dne million galions). 
Howard Humphreys & Sons, Victoria Station-hse., 
191, Victoria-st.; 8.W.1. Dep. £3 3s 

JANUARY 1. 

Huddersfield C.B.—Construction of covered service 
reservoir ( million gallons) in mass concrete at 
Newsome. Waterworks Engineer, 24, Ramsden-st. 

*Rochdale C.B.—Secondary modern school, Kirk- 


holt. BS. 
NO DATE. 

*Lincoin City.—Infants’ school, Riseholme. A. 
Sutcliffe, Chief Education Officer, 4, Lindum-rd. 

*Southgate B.C.—I'wo houses ‘at two sites. B.E. 
& S., Town Hall. £2.28 

*Southgate B.C. —Garage building. ey Gapeent 
works, Barrowell Green, N.21 B.E. & S Dep. 
£2 2s, 

*Southgate B.C.—Construction of concert pavilion. 
B.E. & S., Town Ha: £2 2s. 

*Tunbridge Wells B.C.—S2 dwellings, Sherwood 
estate, and three dwellings at Clifton-rd. BS. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 


MATERIALS, ETC. 


NOVEMBER 27. 
*tSouthampton C.B.—Internal rptecersiions to 
Ascupart school, Ascupart-st. Boro’ A. Dep. 21. 


NOVEMBER 30. 
+Nottinghamshire ©.C.—K. Tweedale 


(Materials). 
DECEMBER 5. es 
*Brierley Hill U.D.C.—Internal painting and 
decorating of council houses. J. R. Moore (A.), 
Council Offices, Moor-st. Dep. £2 2s 


DECEMBER 10. 
c.B.—Ohain- link fencing, East- 
Boro’ 4 Dep. £2. 


DECEMBER 15. : 
B.c.—External painting of corporation 
B.S., Municipal Offices. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 


WATER WORKS 


DECEMBER 1. 
Penarth U.D. 9 —Completion of housing site roads 
at St. Cyres. E. & S., Council Offices, Stanwell-rd. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 3. 
*Ellesmere Port U.D.C.—1,000 sq. yds. of damp- 
proof course of flats and houses at Tittle Sutton. 
E. & 8. Dep. £1 1s. 
or ie R.D.C.—Wothersome water 
. Rodwell, 29, High-st. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 7. 

Oldham C.B.—Construction of carriageways, 
sewers and incidental works at_ Holt * a 
estate, B.E. & S., 75, Union-st. Dep. £2 

DECEMBER 10. rare 

Staffordshire C.C.—Resurfacing part of Birming- 
ham-Wolverhampton yg road. T. H, Evans, 
County-bldgs. Dep. £5 5: 

Wolverhampton C.B. » Conmpletion and make-up of 
three roads. B.E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

York T.C.—Navigation- -rd. improvement (contract 
No. 2). Chas. J. Minter, Guildhall. Dep. £2. 


DECEMBER 11. 
Luton B.C. ng yt of Duastable-rd. B.E., 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s 
DECEMBER 12. : 
C.B.—Sewage works extension at 
B.E. & S., Highst.-bidgs. 


DECEMBER 13. 
Glastonbury B.C.—Extension of water mains at 
Brindham and Wick. B.S. and Water Engineer, 
High-st, Dep. £3 3s. 


DECEMBER 14. 
Middleton > yr a and sewer works at Brook- 
side estate. B.E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


JA ARY 1, 
Huddersfield C. on ATeytes of pipes and fittings 
in various roads. Waterworks Engineer, 24, Rams- 
den-st. Dep. £3 3s 


JANUARY 2. 
Old Fletton U.D.C.—Construction of sewers and 
erection of two pumping stations. Kershaw and 
oy 1, Victoria-st., Westminster, S.W.1. Dep. 


Meaby. 


*Southe 
wood school. 


*Yoovil 
houses. 


scheme. 


+ Huddersfield 
Colne Bridge, 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Croydon.—Houses AnD F.ats,—B.C. propose to 
erect %09 houses and 36 flats at S.W. section, me 
Aagingtn estate. Plans by Boro’ Architect’s — 

Groydon.—F.ats.—Plans have been prepared by 
Riches a Blythin, F.A.R.1.B.A., 6, Raymond- 

Gray’s Inn, ¥: C.1, for erection of 32 flats 
a P -ave., for B 
roydon.—F LAats.—B. . 
nats. at Central wi and Ga 


6 erection of 39 
parece: Plans by 


Riches and Blythin media ., 6, Raymond- 
bidas., Gray’s Inn, 

1 slington. Taek —B.C. Foun. pus 
mittee recommend , ernenens of 


Monson, F.A.R.1.B.A., 120, Moorgate, E.C.2, Coit 
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tect for the erection of dwellings at the Baxter-rd. 
and Mitchison-rd. redevelopment scheme. 

Islin ee. — Appointment. — O, E.  Parratt, 
P.R.LC.S., Py od been recommended quantity sur- 
veyor by C. Housing Committee for the re- 
development ‘scheme at Baxter-rd. and Mitchison- 


Lambeth.—Hovsinc Scueme.—B.C. pr to 
erect 800 houses and flats at Studley- mae Me “otal 
area involved is nearly 30 acres, but only 2 acres 
will be used for housing. The scheme provides for 
two doctors’ fh gy and 14 shops and is estimated 


to cost £2, Moe The architect is Sir Lancelot 
Keay, K.B.E., F.R.LB.A. 
Lewisham.—War DAMAGE Reparrs.—Hobday and 


Maynard, FF.R.I.B.A., 19, Beckenham-gr., "short 
lands, Bromley, are the architects to the L.C.C. for 
war damage repairs and improvements to Athelney- 
st. county primary school. 

Lewisham South. — Revisep Pans. — LCC. 
Primary and Secondary Schools Sub-Committee (No. 
1) ‘have approved revised plans for county comple- 
ment to renenegen? school.. Plans by Architect 
to the Council. 

Tottenham.—Hovses.—B.C. to erect 30 houses 
near Weir Hall- "ei Edmonton. Plans by Boro’ 
Architect’s Dept. 

Wandsworth. vow Persons’ Dwetiincs.—B.C. 
Housing Committee approved in principle pians for 
erection of two-storey block of six dwellings for 
aged persons at Nutwell-st. Plans by George Fair- 
weather, F.R.1.B.A., 28-30, Wigmore-st., W.1 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Barnard Castile —U.D.C. have ere plans by 
Durham County Architect, G. R. Clayton, for addi- 
tions to Barnard Castle sec. mod. sch, 

Barrow.—B.C. to seek starting date for new police 
station and magistrates’ courts. 

Basford.—R.D.C. propose erection of 250 houses 
at Kimberley, Nuthall and Ruddington. 

Bath.—Snailum, Huggins & Le Fevre, 
F/AA.R.1.B.A., 18, Brock-st., are architects for 
assembly hail, administration block, etc., at 
oe jun. and infs, sch. 

rdshire. —County Architect, 8. Vincent Good- 
man, . R.LB.A., Shire Hall, Bedford, has prepared 
plans for New Arlesey and Stotfold County sec. sch. 
at estimated cost of £138,000. 

Beighton.—United Coke and Chemicals Co., Ltd., 
Treeton, are to erect 25 new coke ovens and 
modernise existing ones, at an estimated cost of 


,000, 

Belfast.—Plans re paee pre] Py er by W. D. & 
R. T. Taggart, L.R astle Deniatineee 
for 129 houses at peltielice: rd., Glengormley. 

Birkenhead.—E.C. approved extensions to Rock 
Ferry High School, and propose erection of Fender 
Primary Schoo: in 1952 programme. 

Birmingham.—T.C. propose adaptation of the 
Delicia Cinema as a stadium, and University 
authorities propose pen library and lecture theatre. 


Blackburn.—T.C. to erect new workshops for the 
blind at Mill Hid. 
Bootle.—B.C. pr e erection of 40 flats. 
Bournemouth. — Boro’ Architect han prepared 


plans for erection of fire station'at Winton. 

Bracknell.—Hydraulic Coupling & Engineering 
Co., Ltd., Fludrive Works, Worton-rd., Isleworth, 
propose to erect a gone ‘at the. new town. 

Bradford, — T.C propose three blocks of five- 
storey flats at Idle- Fecleshill estate. 

Bristol.—City . Architect, J. N. Meredith, 
F.R.I.B.A., Eagle-hse., Colston- av., has prepared 
plans for “extension to abattoir at Whitehall, to 
cost £52,920; proposed police divisional head- 
quarters at North- st., Bedminster, to cost £153,000; 
and block of offices and shops at Lower Castle-st. 
and Old Market-st., to cost £85,500 

Bristo!.—Albion Motors, Ltd., South-st., Scotstoun, 
Glasgow, plan to erect motor "works and offices at 
Bedminster. 

Bromsgrove.—R.D.C. proved plans. for exten- 
sions at Bordes'ey Hall for British Cast Iron Re- 
search Association, and alterations to East Works, 
Cofton, for Austin Motor Co 

Bromsgrove. .—Wores.. C.C. propose improvements 
to The Grove Chi'dren’s Home, Stourbridge-rd,, at 
an estimated cost of £11,000. : 

Chadderton.—Lancs. C.C. propose new fire station 
adjoining Chadderton Arms Hotel, Broadway. 
Plans by C. N. Hill, County Architec t. 

Chelmsford.—Plans for additions to staff quar- 
ters at St. John’s Hospital, Wood-st., for North 
Essex Metropolitan Hospital]. Board, have been pre- 
pared by Moore, Simpson & Claveriey, 34, Bedford- 
row, London, W.C.1. 

Chepstow.—224 houses are to be erected by R.D.C. 
at Caldicot site, for Admiralty factory workers, 
etc. 

Chertsey.—U.D.C. propose to build 46 dwellings 
at Woodham rar estate, New Haw 

Chester.—R.D.C. to build 20 iegnes “at Dunham 
Hill and 22 at Great Boughton. 

Chester.—Liverpool Regiona] Hospital Board pro- 
pose new out-patients’ department at the Royal 
Infirmary. 

Chesterfieid.—Sheffield Regional Hospital Board 
propose adaptations at Scarsda‘e Hospital, and re- 
commended to approve assembly hall at Whitting- 


ton Hall. 
Gockermouth.—_J. M. Sheppard & Partners, 
FF.R.LB.A., 38, ‘Bedford-pl., Bloomsbury-square, 
W.C.1, are ’architects for addifions © to Dovenby 
Hall Hos ital, for Newcastle Hospital Board. 
Ine.—U.D.C. to erect eight flats at Waingate, 
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Lintiwaite, and two houses and eight flats at 
auseway Side, Linthwaite. 

t.—U.D.C. propose to erect 60° houses at 
the Derhom Road area of Leadgate. 
architect is J. J. Eltringham, 
Blackhill. 

Corby.—U.D.C. plan erection of new central depot, 
at estimated cost Ay £15,000. 

Coventry.—Donald E. EE. Gibson, C.B.E., 
A.R.i.B.A., City ae a prepared plans for 
eight-storey block of flats at Hillfields and rein- 
statement of Foleshill Baths, at est. cost of £86,500. 

Coventry.—T.C. propose 8 flats at St. Peter’s 
Vicarage bite, Hillfields. 

umbertand.—C.C. seek M.E. approval for erec- 
tion of R.C,-sec. mod, sch. at Cleator Moor, to cost 
£113,606; to build eight police houses at Penrith to 
plans by County Architect, Portland-sq., Carlisle ; 
and nurses’ houses at Egremont, Hay on, Burgh- 
by-Sands, Parton, Irthington, Sduthwait, Cleator 
Moor, Bothel, Lamplugh, anf’ Gu egg . 

Darlington. “The Cleveland ou & Engineer- 
ing Co., Ltd., are to erect a eaveieling and 
motabepraying shop at Smithfield-rd. 

D propose additional nursery wing 
and 7 per da to Eightlands Day Nursery. 

Easington.—R.D.C. have received sanction to bor- 
row £11,947 for building 12 bungalows at Horden 
£24,277 for 18 houses at Murton; £7,965 for eight 
bungalows at Blackhall; and £16, 919 for 12 houses 
at South ey ton. 

Fermanagh.—English Sewing Cotton Co., Ltd. 
Arkwright~ise., Manchester, plan to build cotton 
mill at Lisnaskea. 

Golborne.—U.D.C. to build 30 houses at Hampson, 

Halifax.—T. re approved plans for crematorium at 
Park Wood, and. 

eer yy ott 5 De. plan to erect 16 houses and 
ee * at ene Hill estate. 
to erect 10 houses for overspill 


Derwent-st., 


Bently 

Kidderminster.—Borough Surveyor has_ prepared 
block plans for new abattoir at Market site. 

Knaresborough.—U.D.C. pod erection of 62 
houses at Meseowere estate (part 2 

Lanchester.—R.D.C > Seooee pak NS of 10 
houses at Castleside. Plans by R.D.C. Surveyor. 

Lymington. — Gutteridge Gutteridge, 
F/L.R.1.B.A., 45, Westwood-rd., Southampton, are 
architects for out-patients’ department at District 
Hospital. 

Maesteg.—U.D.C. to build 80 houses at Turber- 
ville site. 

Maghull.—Kirby Garage, Ltd., Southport, pro- 
pose extensions to garage at Nort hway. 

Market Drayton.—R.D.C. propose further four 
pig oP ae Career. eight at Cheswardine, and 10 
a 

Middlesbrough.—Boro’ Engineer, J. A. Kenyon, 
has prepared sketch layout plans for land at Park 
End, providing for 800 houses, community  build- 
ings, 10 shops, two churches, public-house and 
nursery school. 

rt.—Monsanto Chemicals, Ltd., Corporation- 
rd., propose to build works extensions. 
Northampton. — E.C. to erect Mereway Infante’ 
and King’s Heath Junior Schools in 192 pro- 
gramme. 

Nuneaton.—T.C. to erect 50 miners’ houses at 
Camp Hill site; seek approval for 24 houses and 
garages at Gorsy Knob Recreation Ground, and 24 
houses at Sorrell- -. 

Oldham.—B.C. propose occupation centre for 
mental defectives at Cardwell-st. Architects are 
Heywood & Ogden, 12, Clegg-st., Oldham. - . 

Peel.—Town Commissioners propose the erection 
of further 24 houses at West View estate. 

Penistone.—R.D.C. to erect six houses each at 
Thurgoland, Cawthorne, Sitkstone and Oxspring in 
1952 programme. 











CORK FLOORING 
PARQUET 

WOOD BLOCK 
ASPHALTE TILES 
LATEX-CORK oe 
PLASTIC (P.V.C.) 


WE HAVE A FLOORING FOR ALL 
TYPES OF BUILDINGS & USAGES. 


_ Our Nation-wide Service. for laying the 
above flooring also extended through 
our Associate Firms. 


Stand 418, Grand Hall Gallery 
BUILDING EXHIBITION 
OLYMPIA —November 14-28 


EDWARD STUART & CO. 
Manufacturers and Importers 

8 HOLBEIN PLACE, LONDON, S.W.1 
Telephone : Sloane 4065/4021 
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November 23 1951 


Richmond.—N. Dent, Finkle-st.-chbrs., Richmond, 
ey prepared plans for six houses at Sleegill, for 


Rugby. —2.D. C. pepene 24 houses at Brinkly. 

Sale.— ars build NY wef and 2% 
flats at Bogu ey-la. catia R. R. habe 

td., propose erection of three- storey biock of 12 
ree a ge flats at Harboro-gr., Sale. Archi- 
tect. is Paley Parrish. 
Sheteld. — Agricultural sub-committee has 
approved plans for building 12 cottages for farm 
workers, near the corporation’s farms. 

Shrewsbury. — Salop C.C. propose erection” of 
rg houses on a site at 79-81, Copthorne-rd. 

ing. —U.D.C. propose plan for erection of 
coaea sta wi J with café and nang por an We 
afford.— opose cemetery crematorium 
at Hopton and a Gao 

Staffs, — E.C. el extensions at Knypersley 
Junior age £17,600; erection of Langdale 
Count; sch., ewcastle, £59,280; Kingswin- 
ford eaty pri. sch., Brierley Hill, £36,960. 1%2-3 
programme to include Barn Bank Infants’ sch., 
Stafford, £36,960, and further work at County Tech- 
nical College, Stafford, £37,000 

Startforth—_R.D.C. ‘to bujld eight houses at 
Mickleton Architect is H. B. Richardson, 3, 
rents. rig 

Stockport.—B.C. to build block of eight flats ad- 
jacent "0 ee: -rd. and Ohurchill-cres. M.O.W. 
to acquire site at John-st. for erection of offices. 

Sunderiand,—Administrative office at Seaburn for 
Corporation Entertainments Dept., at est. cost of 

12,000. Plans Pag Boro’ Architect, Harvey C. 
Bishop, A:R.I.B.A 

Sunderiand.—T.C. have received sanction to borrow 
£1,019,488 for erection of 850 houses at Pennywell 
and Hylton Red House estates; and £230,411 _ 
erection of 194 houses at Farringdon site. §, 
Milburn & Partners, 9, Esplanade, pundactana’ 
have prepared plans for‘ alterations to Hinds 
rides & Bille, Hind 

a RDC. ona housing programme in- 
eden pee Bt of four bungalow Crigglestone ; 
12 houses at Crofton; 10 at Shatloiens two at 
Netherton; two at Middlestown; two at Norton; 
and six at Walton. 

Wakefield. — E.C. propose erection of Thornes 
House Secondary, Kettlethorpe Infants’, and Chevet 
Hall Special Schools in 1962-3 programme. * 

Walsall. — T.C. recommended to approve second 
instalment of schools = Alum Well Road estate. 

timated cost is £60, 

Warwickshire.—C.C. Tae alterations and ex- 
tensions to fire stations at Atherstone, Solihull and 


West Hartlepool._Thomas A. Crawford, 80, 
Borough-rd., Middlesbrough, is the architect for 
R.C. church and presbytery at Easington-rd., and 
RC, church at Stratford-rd. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally | accepted. 

t Denotes rec for t 

5 Denotes ace ted subject to. modification. 

q ieee accepted by H.M. Government Dep.it- 
ments. 


Anancore Erection of final stage of Llangefni 





séc. sch .C.: *Pochin (Comrencyeeeh, Ltd., 
King-st. Works, Middlewich, £89. 

+ Bermondsey. dwellings at *Nelldale-rd. site 
for B.C. *Gomm Housing Association. 


Birmingham.—Honses for T.C. — at Heathy 
Farm estate, Bartley Green, A 540 Shard End 
estate: *G. Wimpe pey & Co., London ; 40, gs 


man-rd.,. Booths-la. estate, Pond Bar: *J. & 
Kelly & 4 <e-. reais x? dey 2%, Cockshut-hill, Shel: 
don: *H. Turl ey, Lt 68, Nimmings Farm estate, 


Longbridge, and 32, *Elmstead- ave., Elms estate, 
Sheldon: *A. Walker & Son, Ltd., Coleshill; 56, 
Bordesley Green Est, Stechford: *C. Bryant & 

on, Ltd.; 150, Nimmings Farm estate, 136 Elms 
estate, Sheldon, 172 Turves Green estate, ion 
field, and 230 Woodthorpe Farm —_ ae He 
Heath: *8. J. Smith & Co. (Bedford). Ltd. 
Ward End Hall estate, 32, Edenbridge-rd., tall Gueen: 


*Goodway (Builders), Lia. ; 94, Brandwood Park . 


estate, King’s Heath: w. J. Simms, Son & Cooke, 
Ltd., Nottingham; 14, iscaetia and Garretts 
Green-la., Sheldon, . Booths-la. estate, Perry 
Bar: *H. Johnson | Builders), Ltd.; 14, Elmstead- 
ave., Elms estate: *Biddle & Homes (Birmingham), 
; 100, Shard End estate: *Morriss & Jacomb: 

Ltd.; ; four 12-storey blocks of flats, Duddleston and 
Nechells redevelopment areas: * J. Whittall & 
Son, Ltd.; and 28 maisonettes, tte Lome Yardley 
Wood: “Blakemore Builders, Ltd 

Bolton.—Erection of slipper baths at Hennon-st., 
for B.C.: *George & Beddows, Ltd., Valletta-la., 


Bolton. 
Bolton.—56 houses at Johnson Fold No. 2 estate: 
“Rs rs, Ltd., her Fold, Bury-rd., Bolton. 


ats at Fearnheath-rd., Win: - 


aay. * Beandete (London), Ltd., 225, Lee "High- 


a ‘s. E.13. 
Bradford. Pig yi houses at Bolton House estate 
Yeadon, Merge Federation of 
Building tondes Employers, £12,720. 

Bromhbo h.—Extension to mar paring works. 
for Van den Berghs & Jurgens, Ltd: Holland &. 
Beneen and Cubitts, Ltd., 1, Queen Araveeate 


Wl 
Chigwell.—22 maisonettes and 16 flats at Longh- 
ton, for U.D.C.: *Roy W. King, Ltd., Wapsioes 
ave. ,jgE.18. 
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Colne houses and eight ‘flats: *Walker & 
Sons. (Huddersfield, Ltd., Huddersfield. 

Doncaster,—Adaptation — of Rossington Hall a 
special school, for E.C.: *Fred Pearson & Co., 
Cemetery-rd., "Doncaster. 

Dudley —Erection of Buffery-rd. prim. sch., for 
E.C.: *Parson & — Ltd., 133, Belgrave- rd., 
parte Soy £70, 

u ma Additions to Elemore Hall residential! 
school: *M. D. Lilley & Son, Murton, £30,000, 

Fulham.—Construction of block of flats at 
Rigault-rd. and houses with two flats at Oxberry- 
ave, for B.C.: 

Patman & Fotheringham, + ip 


V. J. Marston & Son, : PaaS: rs 
st P. Roberts & Co., Lia: ae BN .. 10,965 
Greenaway & Son, Ltd oi “4. 10,450 
a, sere & ‘Loy EL . 10,381 
} rge yarner on Builders t 

A. H. Franklin & Sons, Ltd 4 lta. ~~ loge 


*Fulham Borough Council, H 
Pak con beh aes hd Counell. | Housing at 9,851 
am.—Ere 
ae re » een of flats at Munster-rd. and 
later & Coker, co See 
W. J. Marston & Son’ Ltd. — ¢ ae 
E. i Lacy & Co., Ltd. we 9,715 
A. H. Franklin & Sons, Ltd we 9,550 
George 8. Garner & Son (Builders), Ltd. 9,351 
Fulham Borough ‘Council, Housing and : 
Public Buildings Department 8,97 
Gateshead.—Erection of locomotive shed at ‘the 
bate Conk hoe a for North-West Area, Dur- 
"Direct fn ar pringfield-hse., Shotley Bridge : 
teshead, 109 houses at Leam Head, 
Chief Architect ig H, J. Cook, Manicipal lace: 
rane eo A aig 3 Son (New Seaham), 
er. ew Sea 
to unis . approval. am, £160,516 (subject 
mersmith.—New block of three shops 
six flats at corner of Tunis and Usbrides took 
Shepherd’s Bush, for B:C. *Direct Labour, £25,775. 
Hastings.—98 houses at Blacklands Farm estate, 


Hollington; for T.C. : :* 
Building Works, Ltd., iy oe. ee 
Kidderminster.—Houses ‘at Birchen Coppice 


estate, for B.C.: *J. & R. Perrin, Ltd., Sutton-rd. 
(40); and *Leaso B a to S 

os Hill (36) ldg. Co., Ltd., Greenhill, 
mh 


eth.—103 houses and flats at Studley-rd., for 


Trollope & Colls, Ltd.» ... 
F. G. Minter, Lid. i rer 
Patman & A a Lid, 282,151 
Harry Neal, Ltd. 277,663 
The Unit Construction Co. at. . 277,130 
Walter. Lawrence A 7 276, 
Tersons, Ltd. sis OF 1. 273,459 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd. 2. 22) open 
Gilbert-Ash, Ltd. a - war ... 266,436 
Wates, Ltd. . Ave .. 264;788 
u Jarvis & Sons, Ltd. - 259,461 


Gleeson (Contractors), ‘Titd. 


256,7 
"Leeda ics of hostel at Moorfield octals 
ic ¥ > OE ade & Sons (Leeds), Ltd., 34, sti 


Lewisham.—Six flats at Brandram-rd., for B.C.:— 


W. E. & S. Rumph —: co 12, 
A. J. Cailes & Sons, acon ~ SD 
T. W. Driver, Ltd. ... Si: s 
R. A. Blake & Son, Ltd. ’ 11,951 
The Bunting Construction Co., Ltd. 11,582 
8S. Varney & > . 11,555 
Halse & Sons, a ra --- 11,478 
*Henry Kent (Builders), mies: 10,985 
L.C.C.—Foundations and superstructure for 


second section of Greenacres count rim. sch, 
(Woolwich West) :— Be: " 
Prestige & Co., Ltd., Westminster ... 
F. R. ‘Hipperson & 

Gough, Cooper & Co., 


149 
oe, as Finsbury ... 78,332 
Wilmington ... 77,820 


Thomas and Edge, Ltd., Woolwich ee 76,914 

Herbert: Richardson & Sons rith .. 76,433 
Kent & Sussex (Contractors), ‘a West- 
minster 75,915 

Walker (Tooting), ‘Ltd., “Epsom 75,625 


Lavender, "McMillan, Ltd., Worcester Park 75,316 
d «. 74,918 
m Thornton Heath ... 74,606 
F. Troy & Co., Ltd., Southwark... ... 73,935 
George Parker & Sons, Camberwell ... ... 72,505 
“The Bunting Construction Co. Ltd., 
Lambeth 70,245 
Architect’s comparable estimate is £61,324. 


Superstructure for Kidbrooke county sec. RS — 


Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich . £045, 978 
C. P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Holborn 644,347 
: Troy & Co., Ltd., Southwark w- 643,953 
H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon |.. 643.451 
Richard Costain, Ltd., Westminster 2 639,999 
Tersons, Ltd., Goswell-rd., E.C.1 638,750 
T. Rowley (London), Lid., Tottenham... 637,298 


» lene (Contractors), Lid., North 


tice 636 
Kent & & Snack (Contractors), “Ltd.  West- 

Meo ster se a 

Garrett &*Son Ltd., Wandsworth ee 
doe. Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster... 

Comparable estimate of architect in private prac- 
tice responsible for work is £589 

War-damage repairs to- former John Rennie 
Schoo] and adaptation of 61, Broadwall, Rother- 
hithe, for use by London Nautical School (South- 


wark 
Geo. Parker & Sons, Ltd., Camberwell — ... £24,452 
F. Troy & Co., Ltd., Southwark ... ... 24,395 
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F. & H. F. Higgs, Ltd., Lambeth ... --» 24,215 
Frederick Smith & Co. (Builders), Lid., 
Camberwell . Soe ‘ss a ie" .-. 23,917 
Truett & Steel, ‘Ltd. Westminster 23,403 
pa Cc. Bowyer, Ltd., Croydon .-. 23,224 
William Mills & Sons, Ltd., Greenwich ... 23,114 
Whyatt (Builders), — Wandsworth ... 22,841 
Marshall Andrew & Co., Ltd., Westminster 22,538 
Howe & White, Litd., Wallington me ... 22,000 
A. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Westminster ... 21,351 
John Harrison (London), Ltd., Camberwell 21,140 
*J. A. Tyler & Sons, Ltd., Kensington 20,907 


Comparable estimate of firm of architects in 
private practice responsible for work, is £21,325. 

Construction of %4 flats in two four- and three 
three-storey blocks, 64 houses and other work at 
Brook-la, site, Greenwich. The gr and prices 
in the bills of quantities for blocks G, H and I 
flats and 24 houses (contract A) will be used to 


value cost of construction of blocks E and F and 
40 houses (contract B) :— 
Leslie & Co., Ltd., Kensington £185,175 


J. Gleeson’ (Contractors), Ltd., North 


Cheam ag 83,849 
Percy Bilton, Ltd., Westminster ‘ 182,640 
F. & H. F. Higgs, Lid., Lambeth ... 181,208 
Prestige & Co., Ltd., Westminster ... 180,470 
J. Garrett & Son, Lid., Wandsworth 178,550 


Rice & Son, Ltd., Lambeth . 177,900 
A. 3. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham... 
*Halse & Sons, Ltd., Wool Iwich... 5,998 
angeraa estimate of the appointed architects, 
Percy V. Burnett & Partners, is £182 
Erection of block of flats, party five- et partly 
six-storeys in height, and other work- at Dickens 
estate (Jamaica-rd. site, Bermondsey) :— 


Leslie & Co., Ltd., Kensington .. £125,076, 
Speirs, Ltd., Westminster 124,421 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Wandsworth 124,093 
Tersons, Ltd, Finsbury . ant 122,409 
Prestige & Co., Ltd., Westminster ... 122,100 
Hall Beddall & Co., Ltd., Lambeth . 121,917 
Geo. Parker & Sons, Lid., Camberwell ... 121,642 
C. Bryant & Son, Ltd., Birmingham 120,682 
F. Troy & Co., Ltd., Southwark ea ee ae 
*Rowley Brothers, Lid., Tottenham ... 118,482 

Comparable estimate of appointed “architect, 


Frank Scarlett, is £119,050. 
Construction of 90 flats in two four- and two five- 

storey blocks and other work at Hilldrop estate 

= a portion), Islington :— 

Ww. H. ng & Sons, Lid., Kingston-upon- 


ham oss ais £209,410 
B. Clarke & Sons, ‘Ltd., Addlestone... 201,111 
E Mansell, Ltd., Croydon 199,843 
Stewart & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone... 198,244 
H. C. Horswill, Ltd., Forest Gate ... 197,401 
Patman & Fotheringham, Ltd. islington... 196,224 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Pottenham ... 195,896 
\ Roberts & Co., Ltd., Westminster ... 194,991 
J. com (Contractors); Baa , North : 

M ioe 194,465 
Tersons; Ltd., Finsbary . 191,897 


Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., “Westminster 187,404 
*Thomas & Edge, Ltd., W oolwich .. 185,130 
Comparable estimate of director of housing and 
valuer.is £181,656 
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Construction of 48 flats in two blocks (Nos. 1 and 
2) and other work at Kennaway estate extension, 
ae Newington :— 

J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., North 


Thies : . £107,450 
Stewart & Partners, ‘Ltd., “St. Marylebone 107,450 
Tersons, Ltd., Finsbury ... «+ 107,263 
Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., Paddington 106,850 
Galbraith Brothers, Ltd., 106,200 
Rowley Brothers, Ltd., Tattenbam . « 105,900 
Henry Boot & Son, Lid., Kensington «- 105,630 
A. T, Rowley (London), Lid., Tottenham... 104,870 
C. P. Roberts & Co., Lfd., Holborn ... 104,260 
Thomas Bates & Son, Ltd., Harold Wood... 98.537 
Patman & Fotheringham, Ltd., Islington 92,141 
*J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Wembley .. 9,487 


Architect’s comparable estimate is ‘£87,946. 

Construction of three blocks of ‘flats and other 
work at Elmington estate (Camberwell-rd. site), 
Camberwell. The rates and: prices in the bills of 
quantities for blocks 1 and 6 and other work (con- 
tract A) will be used to value the cost of construc- 
_ of block 7 and other work "lus B) — 


P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Holborn... » A 
Seiey Bilton, Ltd., Westminster ... 147,138 
Stewart & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone... 143,125 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., West- 

minster «. 141,670 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), “Lid., “Croydon ... 141,260 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich ... .-- 139,984 
A. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Westminster ... 139,628 
C. Bryant & Son, Ltd., Westminster .... 138,638 
yea & Co., Lid., Kensington ... 138,421 


J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., North 
"thon 138,214 
*A. T. Rowley “(London), ‘Ltd., ‘Tottenham... 135,844 
Comparable estimate of director of housing and 
valuer is £135,219. 
Construction on Grove-st. site, Deptford, of blocks 
1, 2 and 8, comprising 79 flats "and nine shops and 


other work :— 

C. Miskin & Sons, Ltd., St. Albans... £179,250 
Richard Costain, Ltd., Westminster 179,187 
Harry Neal, Ltd., St. Marylebone ... 178,945 
Percy Bilton, Ltd., \ apc 178,620 
Tersons, Ltd., Finsbury . 177,975 


Trollope & Colls, Ltd., Holborn |... ... 176,598 


Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westmiiister.. 174,893 
Thomas & Edge, Lid., Woolwich .. «.. 174,150 
Geo. Parker & Sons, Lid., Camberwell ... 171,964 


*y. J. Lovell & Sons, Ltd., Paddington ... 169,419 

Comparable estimate of appointed architects, 
Messrs. Bridgwater & Shepheard, is £175,600. 

London Cee) articulars of contracts’ 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s . Dept., 
Admiralty :— t 

Portsdown: Hut, hardstanding, etc., piawkise 
Bros. (Gosport), Ltd., Westfield- m.. Gospo St. 
Merryn: Erection of houses, A. . Coles WiContrac: 
tors), Ltd., Sutton-rd., Sack 

London (Air Ministry). —Contracts to the value 
of £500 or over placed by Directorate of Contracts 
for week ended November 17 :— 

Hutting : Senet (York), Lid., York. Concrete 
paved areas: M. Douglas (Gttrs. ),. Ltd., Bir- 
mingham. Givi Oe since W. Pollard and Son, 
Nottingham. Railway track repairs: Nott Brodie 
= Co., Ltd., Bristol. Building work: R. Fielding 

d Son., Blackpool Thos. Lowe and Sons, Ltd., 
London, W.6; Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon. 

Painting ie. Feds (Builders), Ltd., Hounslow, 
Middx. General maintenance work : H. Ashton and 
Son, Parte Ree agg | Jones and Sons, 
Anglesey; G._ and Seddon, Ltd., Little Hulton, 
Nr. Bolton, Lanes. rer internal wiring seT- 
vices: Southern Electricit Board, Maidenhead, 
Berks; South Western Electricity Board, Bristol 1. 

GLondon (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W 
for week ended November 10:— 

London: British Museum, Internal decorations, 
Cc. & T. Painters, Ltd., .Mordaunt-rd.,; Harlesden, 
N.W.10. Aberdeenshire : Inverurie Automatic Tele- 
phone Exchange, Erection, Davidson & Co., Upper 
Kirkwall, Nigg; Rattray Airfield, 5 ag painting 
of hangars, W. C. Simpson & Son, et Hay 
market-ter., Edinburgh. Glensepaagiens M 
Bute-st., Cardiff, Alterations, Miles, Ltd., Jolin st., 
Cardiff. Hampshire : Stoney Cross. Airfield, nr. 
Lyudhurst, Repairs and alterations to huts, R. H. 
& A. W. J. Hinton, he Deacon-cres., Southampton. 
Lancashire: M.N.I. & P. O. Training School, Pala- 
tine-rd., Manchester, Interior decorations, ‘George 
W hitehead, Tronmonger-la., Oldham. 

Midlothian : Corstorphine, Erection of telephone 
exchange, John Monteith, Ltd., 6, White Hart-st., 
Dalkeith. Norfolk : Prison Sompound, Norwich, 
Erection of five pairs of semi-detached houses, 
Walter Llewellyn e Sons, Ltd., Prince of Wales-rd., 
Norwich. Northumberland: F.C. site, Bryness, 
Erection of 21 “B” type houses, Randle & Co., 
Ltd., Cedric Joinery Works, Back *Dunelm, Sunder- 
land. Somersetshire: A.T.E., Bath-rd., Bristol, 
Extensions and alterations, E. A. Hay ves & Sons, 
Ltd., Stork-hse., Hot Wells, Bristol. Yorkshire : 

0. Engineers’ Garage and Stores, Sitwell-st., Scar- 
borough, Alterations, Ernest Hunter (Scarborough), 

td., “Beaconsfield-st., Scarborough. 

{London (War Dept.). gas ny contracts placed by 
W.D. for week ended November P gs —_ 


Lincolnshire : Miscellaneous, J. Brown, Ltd., 
Scunthorpe. Yorkshire : Suiting work, Samuel 
aes & eon. Ltd., Hull. Hampshire : Bab ding mek, 


J. Logan (Putney), _Ltd.; 5. 
farts Building work, C. F. Cull (Builder), Christ. 
mas Pie, nr. Normandy Sy. 

Hampshire : Building work, Sir Lindsay Parkin- 
son & Co., Ltd., London, W.C.2; Refrigeration work. 








740 


J. & E. Hall, Lid., Dartford. Kent: Ruliting dry 
Cox Bros., Maidstone ; Building work, Goodse 
Maidstone; and Hot water installation, t. J. one 
& Co., Lid., London, N.1 
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Phone or write: 
SECRETARY, 
26 GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel. : CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ‘*EFEMBE, Holb, London’ 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 


THE BUILDER 


Mariow.—12 houses at Bobmore-la., for U.D.<C.: 
*H. L. Jameson & Sons, Ltd., £17, 122. 

a orgg es 7 —Erection of ambulance station at 
Holgate, for T.C. Plans by Thomas A. Crawford, 
80, Borough- rd., Middlesbrough: *Thornton Con- 


struction Co., ‘Ltd., Bridge-rd., Stockton-on-Tees, 
12,7: 

Middlesbrough.—134 houses at Berwick Hills site, 
for T.C.: * . Crawford (26); *L. Conolly (20 )5 


*A, & R. Cubitt (36) ; 
Cresswell (24). 
Newark.—Piase 11 of ey tea county junior 


*R. C. McInnes (28); and *J. 


mixed and infants’ sch., _—s *W. Smith, Ltd., 
Mill Gate, Newark, £14,04 
Northumberland.—21 all at Byrness, for 


Forestry Commission: *Randle & Co., Back Dun- 
elm-st., Sunderland, 

Northumberiand.—Erection «of dining rooms at 
Thomas Taylor Homes, Stannington, for C.C. 
County Architect is C. C. Brown, County Hall, New- 
castle- esi <7 “James Dodds & Sons, Dark-la., 
Morpeth, £7,200. 

Nuneaton.—Houses for T.C. :—Eight _ alows at 
Caldwel| estate: *W. Taberer & Co., Marlborough- 
rd., Nuneaton; and 44 houses at Marston estate: 
*Morris & Jacombs & Sons, Ltd., Small Heath, 
Birmingham, £39,605 (28); *Highfield Builders, 
> 5, Queen Victoria- rd., Coventry, £5,189 (4); 

E. Simpson, Nuneaton, £5,189 (4); *W. Taberer 
Kg Co. (4); and *J, D. Abery, 8, Arthur-st., Nun- 
eaton (4). 

(Rowley Regis.—18 houses. at Brickhouse Farm 
estate, for T.C.: *Cutler Bros., £24,224. 

Sale.—Six shops at Oaklea Farm estate. Archi- 
tects are Cordingley & McIntyre, 180, Oxford-rd., 
Manchester: *Humphrey Park Estates, Lid., Urm-: 
ston, £26,060; 32 dwellings at Oaklea Farm estate ; 
*F. Entwisle & Co,, Ltd., Davyhulme, £48,551. 

Scunthorpe. —Construction of ‘modern ore prepacs- 
tion plant for Appleby-Frodingham Steel Co., Scun 
Tees *Head Wrightson & Co., Ltd., Thornaby-on- 
‘ees 

ook ockport.—Eight houses at Brinington-rd., for 
BO. *J. Foulkes & Soms, Ltd., Stockport. 

Sunderiand,—Provision of additional wash-basins 
at seven schools, three new cloakrooms with wash- 
basins at Hylton- rd. cty. sch. and improvements to 
conveniences at three schoels, for E.C.: *Direct 
Labour, £11,251. 

Sutton Goldfield.—Houses at Falcon Lodge estate. 
for B.C.: *Henry Boot & Sons, btd., Birmingham, 
£50,138 (39) ; and “Davis & Son (Builders), Ltd., 
Chester-rd., Birmingham, £49,447 (34). 
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Aw TR ee AS houses at Mansfield-rd. 
site, for U.D.C.: *M. Sweeney & Palmer, Ltd., 
Beechdale-rd., Aspley, Notts, £57,957. 

Swansea.--Factory and canteen for Imperial 
Chemical Industries, Ltd.: *Demolition & Construc- 


tion Co., 3, St. James’s- -sq., 8.W.1. 
Wallsend.—co houses, for 7.C.: J. H. James, 
Archer-st., Willington. 


Walsall, Erection of new factorv at Wisemore 
pee T.C.: *Deacon & Board, Algernon-st., 
alsa 
Walsall.—Houses for B.C.:—112 at Gipsy-la.: 
*Rock & Downes, Ltd., Birmingham-rd., Aldridge, 
£153,579; 148 at Gipsy- la.: 
Son, Ltd., Waterloo-rd., Wolverhampton, £202,155 ; 
128 at Wolverhampton: on Pelsall: “Sir Alfred 
McAlpine & Son, Ltd., 1S. 
ro anidoworth.—116 finis” a Wendlesworth estate, 
A. Roberts & Co., 17, Eccleston-sq., om £298,350 
Halse & A Lid., "Woolwich, Ss. B18... 297,150 
Wm. Willett, Ltd., Sloane-sq., Swi 295,700 
M, J. Gleeson (Contractors), Lta., North 

Cheam +. 295,400 
Rowley Bros., “Ltd., Tottenham, N.17 |... 294,592 
T. Bates & Sons, Ltd., Harold Wood, Essex 294,280 
F. Troy & Co., Ltd., ering Suffolk-st., esd ae 


.E.1 
*Wilson Lovatt & ‘Sons, Ltd., " Grosvenor- 
cres., S.W.1... 289,243 
12 dwellings at York-rd., “tor B. C.: 
H. Jones & Co., "Ltd, ‘Wimbledon, 
. £31,704 


S.W.19 é 
Thomas Cole & Sons, “Ltd., Battersea, 
§.W.11 31,582 
pinting & Partners, West Wickham, Kent 31,546 


J. & E. Nicholls, Ltd., Peckham, §.B.15 ‘31,531 
Soak ® lito (London), Ltd, Streatham, 


8.W.2 30,647 
*Woodcock Bros, (Wimbledon), Lid., Wimbie- 

don, S.W.19 27,981 

Eight dwellings at “Hebdon- id: tor. B.C. im 
J. F. and E. Nicholls, Ltd., Peckham, 

§.E.1 . £12,405 
Thomas “Cole & Sons, “Ltd. ” Battersea, 

8.W.11 12,205 


R. Patten, Ltd., Balham “High- rd., “8.W.17 12,069 


Woodcock — (Wimbledon), Ltd., Wim- 
bledon, S.W.9 és = Aes «. 11,915 
H. W. Berry & Co. (Battersea), Lid., 
Battersea, S.W.11 So oan Ve ans et 
Brading and Partners, West Wickham, 
Kent ... oe ee Ags. oy ... 11,540 
Clifford Sabey (Contractors), Ltd., 
Wembley ed 


*H. T. Jones & Co., Ltd., Wimbledon, §,W.19 11,202 
West Lancs.—16 houses at Cousins-la,. Rutter, 
for R.D.C.: *E, Abram & Co., Ltd., 9,648 ; and 
64 at Old Roan, Aintree: *Sefton Building Co., 
~~ Liverpool, ‘£86,770. 
orkington.—10 houses for Cumberland ©.C.: 
*John Twinname, Ltd., Brigham, £21,284. . 
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